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HARDWICK HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

The Hardwick Historical Society had its annual meeting
on May 9, at the Town House. At the meeting, it elected
Elizabeth Dow as president, Shari Cornish as secretary, and
George Hemmens, Coco Holton, and Monica Morrissey as
trustees. Treasurer Susan Earle presented a report showing
that we have stable finances.

After the business meeting, Elizabeth Dow of the HHS
and Bethany Dunbar of the Center for an Agricultural
Economy (CAE) did presentations on the granite industry in
Hardwick. In her presentation, Dow traced the impact of St.
Johnsbury and Lake Champlain Railroad (ST. J. & L.C.) and
the Hardwick and Woodbury Railroad (H&W) on the growth of
the granite industry in Hardwick, focusing on how the funding
of each determined the course of the industry. The CAE now
owns the site and the last remaining building -- Shed #4 --
of the Woodbury Granite Company, the largest company in
Hardwick, so Dunbar described the plans the Center has for
the land and the building. After that, things fell apart. Coco
Holton came to the meeting prepared to describe a social
media site he had developed for the HHS, but, to her very
great chagrin, Elizabeth Dow got caught up in the content of
the presentations and lost track of the meeting agenda. She
forgot to introduce Coco before she adjourned the meeting,
thus precluding his presentation. She is inexpressibly sorry
for her blunder.

*kk

Tyler Molleur’s second installment of a brief history of

the Hardwick Rescue Squad leads this issue and finishes the
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story he started in Vol. 6 #2. In the tradition of publishing
formal presentations made at professional meetings, we
present a printed version of Dow’s remarks in this issue of
the Journal. This issue also includes a brief biography of Dr.
Seuss, whose drawings appeared regularly in the pages of the
Hardwick Gazette before and during World War II. His ads for
Narragansett Lager and Ale ran every month. His cartoons
promoting the War Advertising Council’s effort to sell war
bonds to pay for World War II came out as the government
issued them.
*k%k
This issue also includes pieces that expand our
understanding of earlier stories. While the Gazette publishes
current events and thus becomes an excellent primary
resource for the writing of Hardwick’s history, and while the
Gazette also publishes historical articles that come its way,
only this Journal dedicates itself to articles that reflect on
and interpret Hardwick’s history. Therefore, we take very
seriously our commitment to making our stories as accurate
and complete as we can. Frequently the responses to stories
that come to us add to the completeness, so we publish them,
as well. To that end, this issue includes a piece reflecting
Paul Wood’s research on silicosis in Hardwick.
*kk
The Depot has opened for its summer hours of 1-4:00,
every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon from June through
October. Please, stop by and see us.
*kk
Membership runs from September 1 through August 31.
Please use the envelope we'’ve included to renew. Consider
giving a gift membership to a friend or relative who might
enjoy the Journal. Former Hardwick residents now living
elsewhere enjoy being in touch with Hardwick’s history.
The Publications Committee

KIMBALL HOUSE
Bed & Breakfast

Sue & Todd FHolmes

173 Glenside Avenue

Hardwick, VT 05843
(8B02) 4726228

wewww kirnballlrowuse.cormrt
irtfo@kimballhouse cormr
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ADDENDUM

More on silicosis in Hardwick. In Volume 6, Number 1
of this Journal, I wondered whether or not Hardwick had as
much a problem with silicosis as a cause of granite worker
death as Barre did. In response, [ heard from two men whose
ancestors had died of “TB”, and we published their stories
in Volume 6, Number 2. After reading that issue, Paul Wood,
of Walden sent me a spreadsheet he had created. Paul, a
retired MIT engineer, has worked with the Barre Granite
Museum and published a great deal on the technology used
by the granite industry. Somewhere he found the time to
create a spreadsheet documenting the death of 87 men who
worked in the granite industry in Hardwick and died between
1907 and 1947. He has done invaluable work, and I have
summarized some immediate analysis in this Journal.

Further, in sorting through old files, I found a reprint
of Wendy Richardson’s article “ ‘The Curse of Our Trade’
Occupational Disease in a Vermont Granite Town” published
in Vermont History (Volume 60 #1, Winter 1992; 5-28). The
HHS has a nearly full run of Vermont History and, if you’d
like to read, or get a copy of, the article, come by. We’re open
every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon from 1:00-4:00 from
June through October. Alternatively, you can call Lorraine
Hussey (802.472.6424) or me (802.472.6424) to make an
appointment or request during the winter.

Archival Quality Containers to Protect
Your Family Papers
Now Available at the HHS
All folders @ $.50 ea.

15" x 12" x 10" cartons @ $12.50 ea.
15" x 6" x 10" cartons @ $8.50 ea.

Encapsulation polyester:
2 mil @ $.85/sheet // 3 mil @ $1.10/sheet

Contact Lorraine Hussey at 472-5903
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*hK

Several people contacted me to say that Evelyn Foss
served as the patient in the picture on p. 25 of Vol. 6 Issue 2.
Also, Janice Slayton identified Beverly Slayton as the shopper
in the foreground on p. 18 of the same issue. Mrs. Slayton
holds her son, Spencer (now Janice’s husband), while his
older brother, Stewart, looks on, as does Blaine Grow. Thank
you for all those details.

*kk

While reading the most recent issue of the Journal, you
may have wondered, as I did, how the junk collected in
Hardwick got to the armed forces. Reggie Gates, of Gates
Salvage, tells me that his parents, Edward Oliver and Onis
(Shatney) Gates had a contract with the U.S. government
to go to all the towns and gores in Vermont to pick up the
scrap that the community had collected. They then delivered
it to a transfer station in Burlington. From there it went onto
barges which took it off to war.

Elizabeth H. Dow

VERM@NT NATURAL COATINGS
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RESCUE SQUAD REFLECTS AS IT APPROACHES
50 OF SERVICE
PART II: THE RECENT 25 YEARS

The Squad replaced its 1986 Ford ambulance with this new 1989 Ford
with a diesel engine. The Squad operated two ambulances for decades.
Photo from The Hardwick Gazette. October 25, 1989.

As the use of emergency medical services became more
common in communities around the local region, involvement
in Hardwick’s ambulance service drew more members. One of
those members was Joan Camp, who joined in 1981. Camp
said one of the appealing aspects of joining the ambulance
crew was the amount of energy exerted by members on the
most urgent calls. “Your heart’s a-pounding, because you
don’t know what you’re going to find,” she said. “Adrenaline
takes over, and then you wonder afterwards how you did it.”

Camp was one of the crew members called to the scene of
an overturned 18-wheeler on Route 16 in Wheelock on October
29, 1991. According to several newspaper articles, Yvon Pepin

gfg:}/-?h\Gibou GM

2251 Rte. 15 West, Hardwick, VT

Vegetables, Berries, Dried Beans, Harvest Crops,
Grown Using Organic Practices,
Tended the Old Fashioned Way

Facebook: Gibou Gardens (S02) 472-2227
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Rescue workers removing Yvon Pepin, of Bidden, Quebec, from an over-
turned 18-wheeler. Photo from the Caledonian-Record, October 29, 1991.

of Bidden, Quebec was stuck in the cab of a 1989 Freightliner
truck after the restraints holding a 53,000-pound block of
granite to the flatbed came loose. ! Hardwick Rescue and Fire
Department, Walden, Craftsbury, Greensboro, and Morrisville
Fire Departments assisted in the six-hour extrication of Pepin,
along with two cherry-picker cranes volunteered by private
citizens. Pepin was freed and later reunited with his family.
“That was wonderful to see all those people working together.
The farmers with their tractors and bucket loaders, oh that
was wonderful,” said Camp. “[Pepin| was trapped in there
from quarter after six until quarter after twelve.”

1986 brought a new ride for members as the Squad
acquired $45,000 in equipment, including a new ambulance.
The new ambulance, a 1981 Ford ambulance, arrived with a
refurbished chassis and cab to replace an old four-wheel drive
ambulance, which, “rode like a lumber-wagon,” according to
Evie Foss, who was Rescue Squad president at the time.?
The squad answered 255 rescue calls that year.?

The need to respond to emergencies didn’t stop when
many members clocked in at work. Businesses throughout
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the area allowed their employees to leave on a moments’
notice to render care when the ambulance needed staffing.
One of the employers, Tim Nisbet of Greensboro Garage,
recruited many members over time, becoming a member
himself in 1988. At one time as many as four of his staffers
would disappear from the shop to answer rescue calls.

Other regional organizations which allowed employees
to leave work for rescue urgencies included, but are not
limited to, Brochu Citgo, Calderwood Insurance, Craftsbury
Academy (both staff and students), Dona’s Car Store, Fisher
Auto, the Hardwick Gazette, Hazen Union (both staff and
students), Morse Insurance, Wellspring, as well as numerous
self-employed individuals.*

Other organizations provide emergency services to parts
of Hardwick Rescue’s coverage area, including the Woodbury
FAST Squad, a first-responder outpost of the ambulance,
and other first responder organizations in Wolcott, Walden,
and Craftsbury.

Art Williams, one of the founding members of the squad,
said local youth also had opportunities to participate in

I BDONA’S
CAR STORE, INC.

Lower Wolcott Street » P.O. Box 477 » Hardwick, VT 05843
— For All Your Automotive Needs —

Cary “Bear” Bessette
Owner

Bus. 802-472-5501 FAX 802-472-6148

Cooper MICHELIN

The Flower Basket

156 Daniels Rd, Hardwick,VT
802.472.3397 www.theflowerbasketvt.com
Flowers, Plants, Arrangements
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emergency services. Boy Scouts and students from Hazen
Union School rode along on ambulance calls.

In 1998 the emergency service made 406 runs. Joan
Camp retired in 1999, just as the squad obtained new
communication technology. In that year the ambulance began
to communicate with the hospital via cell phone. Members
were trained on the new devices in addition to radios. °

At the turn of the 21% century, emergency response
services required more professional credentials than ever
before. Legislation effective in 2000 stipulated that the
minimal crew needed to transport a patient required at least
one basic emergency medical technician, which was a higher
level of certification than previously needed. ©

The turn of the century also brought Hardwick’s most
recent president, Deb LaRose, on board the squad. She began
as a member of the Woodbury FAST Squad and assumed the
role of president in 2009.

The Hardwick squad briefly qualified as a paramedic-
level service; the highest level of EMS certification possible.
This was the result of Bud Geary’s joining the squad. He

With one of the biggest inventories of
Ford vehicles around, you'll find exactly
what you're looking for!

Sive us a call at

(802)472-5967
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originally provided services through a neighboring EMS
community paramedicine program, and his affiliation with
the Hardwick squad allowed it to become an operational
paramedic-level service on July 1, 2008. When Geary moved
to Rhode Island in 2009, however, Hardwick Rescue Squad
returned to operating at the EMT-intermediate level. 7

Sharleen Speir, who served as dispatcher for the
ambulance and other services in multiple regional towns,
retired in 2009. The Lamoille County Sheriff’s Department
has since taken over dispatch functions. 8

Other changes have also impacted the Squad. In 2012,
Vermont reorganized and re-labeled levels of expertise and
training among emergency responders. The former ranks of
1) emergency care attendant/first responder, 2) emergency
medical technician-basic, 3) emergency medical technician-
intermediate, and 3)emergency medical technician-paramedic
were dropped in favor of a ranking which offered more clarity.
The new rankings include 1) emergency medical responder,
2) emergency medical technician, 3) advanced emergency
medical technician, and 4) paramedic. Along with the
designation of new certification levels came other structural
changes. For example, the state level practical and written
certification examinations have been replaced by a national
certification examination which leads to state lisensure.

Treatment protocols have also advanced in response to
research which shows new treatments worked better than
older ones. For example, providers with an EMT certification or
higher were recently approved to perform a physical assessment
to determine with high certainty that a patient is likely not
suffering from a spinal injury and therefore does not require a
neck collar and immobilization on a spine board. Tourniquets,
which were removed from protocols for a time, were re-instated
after research established tourniquets as effective life-saving

& 802.472.5334
s o>t Ve Xﬂ&\'{\' Hardwick, Vermont

CLOTI—IIN o O >
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intervention when direct pressure to a wound does not stops its
bleeding. Conversely, research has shown that some protocols
have little value and could be removed from use lest they cause
further harm in certain cases. °
As of this writing, the Hardwick Rescue Squad has 42
active members who responded to 572 calls in 2015. '° The
squad provides coverage 24 hours a day, seven days a week
to the communities it serves. It hopes to see its service area
benefit from further advancements in pre-hospital medicine
as the 50th anniversary of HRS approaches in 2017.
Tyler Molleur, RN, Advanced EMT
(Member, Hardwick Rescue Squad, 201 1-Present)

1 Scott G. Burnham and Cheryl Faith, “Driver Freed After Six Hours” Caledonian-Record, October 30, 1991.

2 “Hardwick’s Volunteer Rescue Squad Is Riding A Little Easier” County Courier, August 1, 1986.

3 “Hardwick Rescue Holds Annual Meeting” Green Mountain Gazette, January 21, 1987.

4 Tyler Molleur, “Nisbet Honored For Commitment To Community” The Hardwick Gazette, April 20, 2016.

5 Hardwick Rescue Squad 1999 Meeting Minutes, located at the Hardwick Rescue building.

6 Hardwick Rescue Squad 2000 Meeting Minutes, located at the Hardwick Rescue building.

7 Hardwick Rescue Squad 2008 and 2009 Meeting Minutes, located at the Hardwick Rescue building.

8 Gail A. Sangree and Patricia Haslam, “Hardwick’s Rescue Squad: Interviews with Patty Meyer, Martha Niemi,
Sharleen Spier, and David Borchu.” Hazen Road Dispatch, Summer 2010; 44.

9 Vermont Department of Health, “Vermont Statewide Emergency Medical Services Protocols”, September 15,
2015.

10 Hardwick Rescue Squad: Vermont State Budget Database
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DEeATH FROM TUuBERCULOSIS IN HARDWICK

HHS member Paul
Wood, of Walden, has
arduously collected data
from obituaries publish
in the Hardwick Gazette
between 1907 and 1947.
He focused on men who
had worked in Hardwick’s
granite industry  and
found 87 who died during
that forty year span.! Paul
compiled a spreadsheet
containing consistent data
on those deaths: name,
place of birth, when they
started work and/or came
to Hardwick, where they
worked before they came
to Hardwick, where they
worked in Hardwick, their
job, whether they died of

TB, how long they were
young husband, a granite worker. The {11 age at death, date of

Brusa family monument in Hope Cem- death, burial place, and
etery, Barre, depicts the personal im- whether they ever farmed.
pact of silicosis. He analyzed his data and

summarized it in a message
to the late Tom Dunn, then president of the HHS. All the
following information came from Paul’s analysis.

Of the 87, “43 [died] from tuberculosis (TB) at an average
age of 54.4 years, and 40 died from other causes at an average
age of 61.3 years.? In addition to living on average six years
less, TB sufferers usually had a long period of illness and
disability before death — from several month to three years.”

The obituaries mentioned many sanatoriums, including
institutions in Barre, Vermont, El Paso, Texas, Hartford,
Connecticut, and Portland, Maine. Many other industries
besides granite involved high rates of airborne silica which
caused TB infection in workers, e.g., “mining (zinc, lead),
foundries. and slate....Also, sufferers from airborne coal dust
(black lung), asbestos dust {hite lung), and textile dust
(brown lung) filled the sanatoria.”

A young wife mourns the death of her



“Most Hardwick granite workers were transient, following
work as it became available. They rented rooms and their
family did not move with them.” Most left Hardwick when
the work disappeared, so unless they were prominent in the
Hardwick granite industry or the family notified the Hardwick
paper of the worker’s death, their deaths were not reported
in Hardwick. Beginning in the 1890s, workers in the granite
industry understood the health risks, and many workers
left the industry for other work, such as farming or shop
keeping. “However, if they had been exposed to significant
levels of granite dust for a decade, ... they would succumb to
silicosis-induced TB....Of 37 [granite] business owners, 41%
died of TB.” This can be explained by a couple of facts: 1)
many, if not most, granite business owners started out as
stone cutters, and 2) many continued to work side-by-side
with their employees after becoming business owners.

The 1890s saw the invention of suction devices to pull
the dust of carving and polishing the granite away from
the workers. Owners generally did not install the devices
because of the cost. Wood wrote, “I found only one mention
in the Hardwick Gazette of dust removal equipment used in

Buffalo Mountain
Coop & Cafe

472-6020
Mon-Fri 8-7, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-6
Main Street Hardwick

Celetrating #0 Years!

All are welcome!

/\ M. STUART & ASSOCIATES, INC.

ey, * CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT & BUSINESS CONSULTANTS
———

Michael Stuart, CPA 156 Daniels Road « PO Box 908
Hardwick, VT 05843
michael@mstuartassociates.com Office 802.472.6192

Denise Stuart Fax 802.472.6210

www.mstuartassociates.com
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Hardwick: “John Hay is planning to install steam heating
and also a dust suction device.® By the time dust removal
equipment was mandated by the State of Vermont (1938-
1939), the Hardwick granite industry was a mere shadow of
is former self.”

The HHS has printed Wood’s spreadsheet and has it
available for use by visitors to the Depot. Genealogists may
find it useful.

Elizabeth H. Dow

1 The oldest, Almont C. Stevens, died at 74; the youngest, Charles Earle Jennings, died at 25. Jennings, an electri-
cian and veteran of World War |, may have contracted a TB outside the sheds.

2 Four obituaries did not include a cause of death.

3 Hardwick Gazette, December 14, 1919.
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AND TO THINK THAT I SAW IT IN THE
Harpwick GAZETTE

OMNE

Onc Bnck ou¥ cf Evnry Ten
Farn showild begoing ’

Y¥ou
_ante u.s.w«- Bonds Stanups =

A One Buck, used to remind people to invest 10% of their earnings in War
Bonds to help pay for World War II. Note the horns on the beast. Published
in The Hardwick Gazette, July 30 1942.

This is a One Buck. Do you recognize the hand of the
artist? Of course you do; it’s Dr. Seuss. Details in this brief
biography come from Donald E. Pease. Theodore Geisel: A
Portrait of the Man Who Became Dr. Suess. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2010

Born in 1904, the son of a prosperous family of brewers
in Springfield, Massachusetts, Theodor Seuss Geisel got into
trouble while a student at Dartmouth College. It involved
drinking gin - forbidden during prohibition - and his
punishment included suspension of his activities with the
college humor magazine. He continued to submit material,
however, signing it with his middle name — his mother’s
maiden name — Seuss. After graduating in 1925, he spent two
years at Oxford studying literature, but he decided to become
a cartoonist instead of becoming a professor. Returning home
in 1927, he started publishing cartoons in popular magazines.
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At that point, he added Dr.
to his name as a nod to his
father’s unfulfilled hope
that Theodor would pursue
the practice of medicine.
Successasacartoonistcame
immediately, and Geisel
added the advertisement
departments of several of the
country’s largest companies
to his list of clients.

S As World War 1II
| Sedien Hape aee approached, Geisel turned

‘expensive to use but
they give Narragan-

A to political cartoons,
“T50 500D 10 drawing over 400 in two
years as editorial cartoonist
for the left-leaning New York
A Dr. Seuss ad for Narragansett Lager City daily newspaper, PM.
and Ale. Published in The Hardwick In 1942, he provided direct
Gazette, February 12, 1942. support of the U.S. war

effort by drawing posters for
the Treasury Department and the War Production Board which
distributed them throughout the country. Thus, the “One Buck”
cartoon in support of the war bonds campaign appeared in the
July 30, 1942, issue of the Hardwick Gazette.

Elizabeth H. Dow
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TALE oF Two RAILROADS

Granite quarrying and cutting could not have become
a major industry anywhere without a network of national,
state, and local railroads to carry the product from the quarry
to the cutting sheds where skilled cutters made the stone
into useful and beautiful objects. Railroads then carried the
finished products from the cutting sheds to the customers.
Granite weighs roughly 170 pounds per cubic foot' which
makes transporting large quantities a daunting challenge for
men, draft animals, wagons, and dirt roads, but fairly easy
for railroads.
“As railroad technology improved in the 1830s and 1840s,
and promoters came to appreciate its potential for economic

A large piece of granite headed past the McLeod Block (now the laundra-
mat) toward a granite shed along the St.J.&L.C. Railroad tracks up the hill
beyond the library

des Groseilliers Funeral Home
Formerly Holcomb Funeral Homes, Inc.
Hardwick, Vermont 05843

Main Street

Johnson, VT 05656
802-472-5541
800-220-5541

desgros@vtlink.net

John des Groseilliers
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development, businessmen in New England started to envision
a railroad going from Portland, Me., through Vermont, to
Ogdensburg, NY, on the St. Lawrence River, and from there
to points all along the river.? In pursuit of that vision after
the Civil War, developers solicited financial support to fund
the venture from towns along the proposed route, promising
economic vitality in return. Hardwick responded at a Special
Town Meeting on March 17, 1868, when the voters gave the
Selectmen, by a vote of 136-98, carte blanche permission to
negotiate a bond with railroad backers.?

The negotiators concluded a deal several months later,
committing Hardwick to a fifty-year bond for $60,000. The
commitment was recorded in the Town’s records on August
4, 1868, “in a calligraphy that does not appear anywhere else
in the book: a detail suggestive of the town’s hopes for the
future.” It was an opportunity the town could not refuse,
but also could not easily afford. Hardwick had a grand list
of only $50,000, so the bond represented 120% of the town’s
value.®

H.R. Mack established the first marble and granite
business in the Hardwick area when he opened a shed in
Mackville in 1868, about the same time Hardwick approved
the railroad bond. Nobody, not even H.R. Mack, could have
foreseen the size the local industrial would grow to 40 years
in the future, but Mack understood that shipping granite by
wagons cost a lot and that the wagons hauling stone really

PBroclhi Citgo Service
Stick With The Best

Richard Brochu

Owner

47 Mill St. = Hardwick VT 05843
(802) 4a72-8282

Used Cars & Trucks Rebuildables For Sale

GATES SATVAGE YARIP

Antique & Late Model Used Auto Parts

231 Craftsbury Rd. (80=2) 4a72-5794
Hardwick, VT 05843
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beat up dirt roads. A mainline railroad, however, made a
granite industry in Hardwick possible.

The first passenger train went through Hardwick on January
1, 1972, almost exactly two years after the Dec. 22, 1869,
groundbreaking in St. Johnsbury. Trains through Hardwick
connected to New York, Boston, Montreal, Rutland, the Great
Lakes region, including Chicago, and points further west.

Through the 1880s the trains hauled agricultural and
manufactured goods out of northern Vermont to urban
markets in southern New England. At the same time they
also hauled commodities from the west to eastern markets,
making those markets very competitive. During the 1870s
and 1880s, earning a living through farming or small
manufacturing in northern Vermont remained difficult, and
people left the region for industrial jobs in cities or for better
land in the west, many of them on the railroad.® Despite
the town’s investment in economic growth promised by
railroad backers, in 1880 Hardwick’s population, like the
population of many of its neighbors, fell. Thirty-five people

Z T e =
° °
Hardwick Village Market
75 MNill Street
Hardwick, VT 058443
(Bo=z) 47=2-6677
www.hardwickvillagemarket.com
Pamm & Guy Trag, Owners

802-472-9100 - Fax 866-450-9747
novt@ pdr-usa.net
pauldavisrestorationvermont.com

404 Wolcott Street + Hardwick, VT 05843
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Hardwick Area Towns
1840—1940

LEGEND

Hardwick Town and Village population compared to neighboring towns
between 1840 and 1940. Published in Elizabeth H. Dow, Hardwick on the
Map. MA Thesis: UVM, 1986, between pages 50 and 51.

had left, reducing the population from 1519 in 1870 to 1484
in 1880.

As the chart shows, until the last two decades of the
nineteenth century, Hardwick’s history roughly paralleled that
of its neighbors. The presence of granite and the gamble the
townspeople took on the Lamoille Valley Railroad made the
major difference in Hardwick’s economic history. Walden had a
railroad but no granite. Woodbury had granite, but no railroad.

Despite the dropping population numbers, the stone
business grew. Between 1875 and 1890, the number of
sheds rose from two to six. The really good stone came from
Robinson Hillin Woodbury, and in 1892, the Boston and Maine
RR built a 1.7 mile spur at the base of Buffalo Mountain.”
The Quarry Railroad, plus a five year tax exemption the town
offered to “granite or other manufacturing businesses” setting
up in Hardwick, spurred the growth of the stone business. In
1895, there were 11 sheds in Hardwick, most of them along
the Quarry RR or the St.J. & L.C.2

By 1895, those who had a serious interest in shipping
granite from Hardwick to other places knew they needed a
railroad to the Robinson Mountain Quarries. A group of local
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businessmen, all of whom owned quarry land in Woodbury,
organized the Hardwick and Woodbury RR (H&W) and received
lots of engineering and materiel support from the St.J. & L.C.,
but no financial support. Assuming the Town would support
the H&W as it had the St.J. & L.C. three decades earlier, the
organizers started to build it. Much to their consternation,
they could not get townspeople to support a bond to provide
them with $10,000 they desperately needed. The fact that the
railroad would enable 28-year-old E.R. Fletcher to haul stone
from his several quarries in Woodbury to his cutting sheds
in St. Albans seems to have presented the biggest objection.’
After losing the vote at three Special Town Meetings (July 6,
August 17, and September 3,1895), the railroad men turned
to John Holden of Bennington to rescue their project. Holden
was a businessman with a record of success in a variety
of industries ranging from Pennsylvania oil in the 1860s to
Bennington woolen mills in the 1890s. He looked at the larger
picture and bought in, because the larger picture included
an electric power plant.

During the mid-1890s, while one group of Hardwick
businessmen pushed for a railroad to the quarries, another
group championed the cause of a hydroelectric power plant
at a dam they wanted built at Potterville. They took the idea
to Village Meeting in April,1895, but the voters turned it
down.!° Convinced of the need for electricity, public officials
campaigned all the next year, and in 1896 the villagers
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gave permission for the Village Trustees to contract with
the Hardwick Electric Light Company, a private company
developed by two men from Montpelier. Street lights went
on in Nov. 1896, but the company and the Trustees had a
disagreement, and the company turned off the lights in late
January, 1897. Two months of street lights in the dead of
winter had made a difference in people’s opinions, however.
At Village Meeting in April, Village residents authorized the
Trustees to develop a design, and, on July 26, 1897, approved
the plan and gave the Trustees permission to develop “an
electric light plant...as fast as possible.”?

Hardwick & Woodbury Railroad construction crew. Trestle skeletons were
gradually filled in with waste granite from the quarries.

The Hardwick Gazette

Serving Hardwick and
surrounding towns since 1889.
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Main Street « P.O. Box 367 « Hardwick, Vermont 05843
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Typical train of granite moving down the Hardwick & Woodbury Railroad
toward the cutting sheds in Hardwick.

As negotiations over the electric light plant went on,
the H&W wended its way toward the quarries in Woodbury.
Holden, with a history of taking control of failing enterprises
and making them successful, had taken control of the
H&W RR and the Woodbury Granite Company (WGC), the
best quarry in Woodbury. He then turned to his extensive
financial network for capital and to his son-in-law, George
Bickford, for management of his new business. On July 30,
1897, Holden announced that he would put the WGC’s main
cutting shed and offices in Hardwick.?

That the Village announced its electric power plant just
four days before the WGC announced it would build its
headquarters in the Village most likely did not happen by
coincidence. Although I know of no documentation as prove,
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The Woodbury Granite Company during its prime became the little city
predicted by the Hardwick Gazette, approximately ten years earlier. Only
the upper shed on the left remains.

seems obvious to me that the leadership in the Village and
the leadership of an ambitious company, underwritten by a
wealthy, business-savvy, entrepreneur, went through some
sort of negotiations. Holden would have argued that the
electric plant should have enough capacity meet the needs
of the industry, not just the street lights. The Village would
have argued that Holden should place his cutting sheds close
enough to the Village so the workers would provide maximum
benefit to the merchants and landlords of the Village. They
struck a deal, and both sides won.

The Hardwick Gazette reported, as part of its August
6 story, that, “The [WGC]| shed area will be a little city in

Morse
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itself...one of the most complete and extensive stone working
plants in the country....The company has many large orders
on hand now, among which is one for several hundred [RR]
car loads of cut stone for the dam soon to be erected across
the Connecticut River at Holyoke.”!3

The deal for the power plant and the location of the
WGC'’s sheds all happened before the H&W reached the WGC
quarries in Woodbury. When it arrived in October, Hardwick’s
granite boom started in earnest.

In November 1898, a year after the Company and the
Village struck its deal, a land-holding company of ten local
residents bought approximately ten undeveloped acres on
the west side of the village and gave 4 acres to the WGC.'*
The investors divided the rest into 1/4 acre building lots
which they sold. The Village supported the development by
extending extant streets — Lower Cherry St., Lower Spring
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Engine 3, the H&W'’s last Engine the Charles W. Leonard, was a shay en-
gine built by the Lima Locomotive Works in Lima, Ohio, in January 1909.
The shay’s unusual design made it able to travel on the steep grades of
the H&W, which regular engine could not climb. The H&W used Number
3 until the company went out of business in 1934. During the Hardwick
granite industry’s peak years of 1906-1916, as many as 50 cars of granite
came down the mountain each day. The longest recorded train had 21 flat
cars of granite plus an empty hopper car. Edward A. Lewis. Vermont’s Cov-
ered Bridge Road. Strasburg, Pa.: The Baggage Car, 1974. p. 63-65.
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St. — and creating new ones — Granite Street, Cottage Street,
etc. Landlords built large houses on the quarter-acre lots —
houses big enough to hold two families and some boarders.
With these newly created houses for rent to workers and
the housing provided by families throughout the Village
which took in granite workers as boarders, Hardwick had
everything it needed — transportation for the stone, power for
the cutting plant, and housing for the workers, — to become
“The Building Granite Capital” of the world.

If, in 1868, the town had said no to the St.J.&L.C., the
railroad would not have run through Hardwick. Without that
railroad, Hardwick would have had no large granite industry,
and much of the area’s agricultural economy would have
stagnated.

If, in 1895, the Town had said yes to the H&W, the
railroad would have gone into place without the backing of
John Holden. Holden brought with him far more sophisticated
business skills and financial networks than local businessmen
had available. Without those skills and contacts, the industry
would not have become nearly as large as it did. Hardwick’s

Hay’s Service Station, Inc.
Phone: 802-472-5922
Mill Street
P.O. Box 432
Hardwick, VT 05843
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5 River Street, East Hardwick, Vt. 05836.
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26



greatest industrial success resulted from prescient voters
making the right decisions when they voted on two different
railroad bonds, 30 years apart.

Elizabeth H. Dow

1 Elizabeth H. Dow. Hardwick on the Map. MA Thesis: UVM, 1986, p. 30

2 Dow, p. 26

3 Dow, p. 26, 27

4 Dow, p. 27

5 A comparable bond today, based on Hardwick’s 2015 Grand List of $166,000,000 would amount to
$199,200,000.

6 Dow, p. 29

7 The B&M had acquired the Lamoille Valley Railroad and re-named it the St. Johnsbury & Lake Champlain (St.J.
&LC),

8 Dow, p. 29

9 Dow, p. 35

10 Dow, p. 61

11 Dow, p.62

12 Hardwick Gazette, August 6, 1897; p. 1; within a few years, the WGC opened an office in New York City, a quarry
and cutting sheds in Bethel, Vt., and cutting sheds in Northfield, Vt.

13 Hardwick Gazette, August 6, 1897; p. 1.

14 Plans for this housing development and cutting shed site may been part of the agreement between Holden and
Village leaders.
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