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With a great deal of pride and some amazement, we will 
point out that you hold in your hand the final issue of the 10th 
volume of the Hardwick Historical Society Journal. Conceived 
and edited by the late Tom Dunn, underwritten by the late 
Dona Bessette, and published by Erica Baker of By the Pond 
Design, who still handles the publishing, the first issue ap-
peared in the fall of 2008 and contained 12 pages. We have had 
some rough patches to navigate between then and now, but all 
looks good for the future. We have plans to post back issues, a 
cumulative Table of Contents, and a cumulative Index on our 
website over the next year. We’ll let you know when they are 
all ready.

****  
In the Summer 2020 issue of the HHSJ, we gave you a 

general idea of how to search the newly digitized Hardwick Ga-
zettes.  Since then the editor has spent a lot of time on News-
papers.com. She wants to pass along some refinements she 
has discovered about its search engine.

• The search engine does not care about case. If you 
search for Bickford or bickford, you will get the same results.

 • The search engine responds to Boolean logic. To test 
this, she used two terms, granite and marble, and she asked 
the database to search three different ways. The first: granite 
OR marble, i.e., find pages that contain either the term granite 
or the term marble. The database returned 8,769 hits. The 
second: granite AND marble, i.e. find the pages that contain 
both terms. The database returned 1,314 hits. The third: gran-
ite NOT marble, i.e. find the pages that contain the term gran-
ite but do not contain the term marble. The database returned 
6,704 hits. 
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• The search engine defaults to OR logic when you ask 
for more than one term. So, searching for Harold Patch will 
get you all the pages that contain the term Harold or the term 
Patch – 1,164 hits. However, putting “Harold Patch” in quotes 
reduced the response to 250 hits, because the search engine 
looked for the two terms printed close together. However, since 
the newspaper nearly always referred to married women as 
Mrs. Husband’s Name, the results included everything about 
Harold Patch and Mrs. Harold Patch. When asked for “Harold 
Patch” NOT “Mrs. Harold Patch” it found 48 hits. Finally, the 
editor tried adding parentheses. Harold Patch, of East Hard-
wick, frequently wrote about camping trips he and his wife took 
around the state, so she asked for (“Harold Patch” OR “Mrs. 
Harold Patch”) NOT camping. It worked; she got 216 hits.

• If you have never used Boolean logic, you’ll find it be-
comes a lot clearer if you have Venn diagrams to explain it. Go 
to < http://inet.mountsaintvincent.edu/library2/venn.htm > 
to get a clearer picture.

• The search engine makes mistakes. Some of the “Harold 
Patch” NOT “Mrs. Harold Patch” results contained Mrs. Harold 
Patch hits. Further, the Bickford search returned some Rich-
ford hits, because the optical character readers that created 
the searchable database mistook letters created by old fonts on 
less-than-perfect newspapers. 

****
The editor has discovered that the history of education is 

messy. Since it involves both our children and our money, no 
tax-funded function excites greater passion. The case of The 
Cost of Education vs. The Price of Ignorance started long before 
Vermont developed schools and it continues today. In fact, the 
philosophical arguments which form opinions and legislation 
on education have not changed over the course of Vermont his-
tory – only the details of the debates have changed. Today the 
debates over consolidating school districts that led to 2018’s 
Act 46 requiring certain small school districts to join union 
districts – some crossing county lines – exactly reflects the ar-
guments put forth in the debates that created the town school 
system in 1892.1 The arguments remain potent across the cen-
turies, because both sides are right. True: larger school dis-
tricts do increase the tax base and therefore can fund deeper 
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and richer education for students. True: larger school districts 
do decrease local control and disrupt the sense of communi-
ty that forms around a school. Arguments between right and 
wrong are relatively easy to decide, but arguments between 
right and right feel nearly impossible. Ultimately, the position 
you defend depends on your priorities. 

****
Thank you to all who supported the St. Patrick’s Day din-

ner. We sold a LOT of dinners and had no kitchen to clean up!  
Regardless, we miss the pleasure of your company, and we’ll 
do what we can to make the real dinner happen next spring. 

The Publications Committee 
1. Vermont. Agency of Education. “Act 46: State Board Of Education’s Final Report Of Decisions And 

Order”  https://education.vermont.gov/vermont-schools/school-governance/act-46-state-board-
final-plan viewed 01/04/2021.
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Hardwick Village Market

smallpox iN Hardwick iN 1802

In December, 1802, the Hardwick Selectboard called an emer-
gency meeting for 2 days after Christmas to see if the voters would 
vote to allow “inoculating for small pox.”1  

Smallpox, a deadly viral disease with a 30% mortality rate 
among Europeans, left traces of itself on the mummies of ancient 
Egypt. It came to the Caribbean and South America with Spanish 
explorers, and to North America on merchant ships from the Carib-
bean. Nobody knew how to prevent it or to cure it. 

In 1706, the congregation of a prominent Puritan minister, Cot-
ton Mather, gave him a gift of an enslaved African man, renamed 
Onesimus.2  Onesimus introduced Mather to inoculation, which Af-
ricans had known about for centuries, and Mather spread it among 
his congregation. 

Inoculation involves taking a little pus from a sore on a person 
with smallpox and applying it to a small scratch or cut deliberately 
made on the body of a disease-free person. This process generally 
produced a less severe infection than the naturally acquired dis-
ease, and it usually induced life-long immunity in the 90-95% of 
the recipients who didn’t die. Considered radical in the early 18th 
century, inoculation had become generally known, if not commonly 
done, by the late 18th century.  

An epidemic of smallpox plagued North America between 1775 
and 1782, virtually the entire length of the Revolutionary War. Ce-
lebrity inoculations spread acceptance – Washington had all his 
troops inoculated. John and Abigail Adams had their whole family 
inoculated; their daughter almost died.3  
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Typically, inoculation occurred at an “inoculation house” where 
inoculated people quarantined for the three weeks they were infec-
tious to others. The house also served as a hospital for those who 
fell ill. In 1790, Vermont newspapers began to carry ads for private 
New Hampshire inoculation houses/hospitals which asserted that 
they met legal standards. In spring 1791, then the Norris brothers 
were just moving to Hardwick, Nahum Trask advertised a simi-
lar inoculation house in Windsor, Vt., but he did not mention any 
laws.4

Most of the adults in Hardwick in 1802 would have remembered 
the smallpox epidemic from their hometowns; probably some had 
survived the disease. If the Selectboard called this meeting, small-
pox existed in the community, and the voters dreaded it. Ironically, 
the meeting occurred at the home of Israel Sanborn from whom, 
only a year earlier, the town had acquired an acre of land for a 
“burying yard.”5 

As soon as they heard about the outbreak of smallpox, the 
Selectmen, following a 1797 law entitled “An Act to Prevent the 
Spreading of the Small Pox,” provided the patient “...a place, as re-
mote from inhabitants as can conveniently be had....” Then they 
decided to set up an inoculation program to minimize future out-

Nahum Trask’s advertisement in Windsor’s Vermont Journal of March 22, 
1791. Note the use of the “long s”; pronounce the letters that look like an 

f without the bar as an s. 
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breaks, but the law required they get voter approval to go that far. 
Thus, the meeting.

The voters first elected a moderator, then they got to the busi-
ness at hand: Article 2 – will the voters “give liberty to inoculate per-
sons with the [pus] of the small pox till the first day of March next?” 
The majority voted yes. 

Article 3, “will the voters vote to have two houses licensed as in-
oculation houses for the small pox?” The Selectboard suggested the 
house which William Goody recently left and that of John Smith, 
and the voters approved them.  We don’t know the various people 
or houses involved, so we can only guess at what made them at-
tractive or objectionable. Most of all, remoteness. Other factors, like 
ease of access, size and quality of the house, and the character and 
abilities of the licensed inoculator would have come into the debate. 
And his fees. And perhaps other issues we, two hundred years later, 
cannot know. The article passed.

Immediately after it passed, someone moved to reconsider the 
vote on Article 3. They must have questioned whether the town re-
ally needed the expense of two houses. While people had to pay for 
their time at the inoculation house, if they could afford it, the Town 
had to pay if they couldn’t. The motion for only 1 house passed. 

After that, someone moved to reconsider Article 2, questioning 
whether the town ought to support inoculations at all. The 1797 law 
required the town to isolate patients, but it didn’t require inocula-
tion, which still had detractors: 5-10% of the people who underwent 
inoculation died. Further, paupers at the inoculation house could 
get expensive. Others would have argued in favor, saying that since 



8

people had a choice about getting inoculated, the town should allow 
people to get it if they wanted it – it would protect everyone in town. 
Without inoculation 30% of people with European ancestors – an-
cestors who had survived centuries of smallpox epidemics – died.6 
The motion to disallow inoculation failed.  

Next the voters took up the issue of who to license to run the 
inoculation house. They rejected Mr. Adams (perhaps Stephen Add-
ams) and Mr. Sabin (three men named Sabin lived in town at the 
time) and eventually voted to license John Holms.

Finally, the meeting turned to “other business....” While nobody 
knew what caused smallpox, they knew it spread through direct 
and indirect contact with the sick, so the voters approved two more 
motions, just to be safe. First: “all dogs seen 10 rods [160 feet] from 
his owner’s home may be killed during the time of small pox”  Sec-
ond: ditto for cats.  

Emotion would have run high in these debates as the voters bal-
anced their knowledge/ignorance, their fears, and their frugality. In 
a town of only 55 families in 1800 and only 32 family names,7 many 
of the voters were related and all knew – and had an opinion about – 
each other. Only the arrogant would have found this an easy meeting.  
                                                                                Elizabeth H. Dow
1.  Hardwick. Record Book, 1795-1815; 43.
2.  “Onesimus (Bostonian).” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onesimus_(Bostonian). Viewed 1/26/2021.
3.  Wikipedia. “1775–1782 North American smallpox epidemic” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1775–1782_North_

American_smallpox_epidemic. Viewed 1/26/2021.
4.   “Small-pox.” Vermont Journal, March 22, 1791; 3.
5.   Hardwick. Record Book, 1795-1815; 29.
6.   About 80% of Native Americans died in an epidemic.
7. Hardwick, Vermont – 1800 Census https://sites.rootweb.com/~vtcbarne/hardwick_1800.htm Viewed 

1/29/2021.
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In New England, when the original proprietors organized a 
town, they assigned certain lots – usually not very good land1 – to 
the Town. The Town leased the lots and used the rents to fund the 
schools,2 and such lands came to be called “perpetual lease lands.” 
While leasers of perpetual lease lands couldn’t sell the land, they 
could sell the lease to it.  

Nobody expected the rent to fully fund the school system, and, 
beginning in 1800, Hardwick voted a tax of ½ cent on the dollar 
of the Grand List to fund the school.3 This combination of lease 
land rent, interest on any Town investments, and Town school tax 
became referred to by district voters as “publick money.” Public 
money helped, but it did not pay the full cost of the schools. Each 
district  had the power and obligation to tax its residents to fund the 
local district school. 

The HHS has two ledgers containing records on the land rents 
for the School Lands and Church Lands, from 1826 through 1888. 
They show the evolution of a system from that point forward, but 
we don’t know what it looked like in 1799, when the town first de-
veloped schools. 

In 1826, five people leased the town’s school lands: Enoch Smith 
for $23.23, Asa Woodbury for $8.36, John Woodbury for $5.35, 
Joseph Carter for $9.45, and Jesse Goodrich for $6.06 for a to-
tal of $52.45.4 Though one of Hardwick’s first settlers, Mark Norris 
seems to have kept the records, it appears that the leaseholder paid 
the school districts directly. That system became a record-keeping 

“publick moNey”
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nightmare, and, by 1829, the Selectmen had decided that the Town 
would collect the money and distribute it according to the number 
of scholars in each district. 

In 1826, almost 30 years after Hardwick created its first four 
school districts, it had ten school districts with a total of 382 schol-
ars, so the districts got about 13 cents (about $3.50 in 2021) per 
student from the lease lands.  A decade later, 1836, the leases 
brought in $51.96 to support 455 scholars – about 11 cents per 
scholar.5 

After a century or two of inflation, the lease land rents became 
essentially worthless, and most towns stopped collecting the rents 
in favor of levying property taxes on the lease lands -- ignoring the 
leases. “In the 1930s, the Vermont legislature passed a law allowing 
towns to transfer ownership of [perpetual] lease land,” to the cur-
rent occupant, but that didn’t make the leases disappear. 

Through most of the 20th century, the fact that a piece of prop-
erty still had a perpetual lease had no impact on real estate sales, 
but in the early 2000s lawyers doing title searches began to flag the 
perpetual lease as a defect in the seller’s title, causing havoc with 
real estate sales.6

In May, 2018, Governor Phil Scott signed 24V.S.S. Section 
2409 which, as of January 1, 2020, gives owners of perpetual lease 
lands “fee simple title” to their land, unless the municipality holding 
the lease acted to prevent that from happening. The issue came to 
Hardwick’s Selectboard on September 13, 2018, and the Select-
board voted to quit claim all leases to the current holder.7  

Elizabeth H. Dow

1. Cameron Clifford. Town Founders: Officials, Entrepreneurs, and Settlers in Early New Hampshire 
and Vermont. (West Hartford, Vt: Clifford Archive, 2019); 75.

2. Charters also set lots aside to fund churches in the town, but that’s another study.
3. Hardwick. Record Book, 1795-1815, Volume 1; 29.
4. About $1,400 in 2020. Land Rents, 1826-1848; 2-3; a year later, Joseph Carter seems to have sold 

his lease, because Milo Sheperd’s name appears in the list, and his does not. Land Rents Book, 
1826-1848; 5.

5. Land Rent Book, 1826-1848; 25.
6. Alicia Freese. “Historical Land Claims Trip Up Burlington Homeowners,” Seven Days (June 7, 2016).

https://www.sevendaysvt.com/vermont/historical-land-claims-trip-up-burlington-homeowners/
Content?oid=3405818 viewed December 21, 2020.

7. Minutes. Hardwick Selectboard, September 13, 2020. https://hardwickvt.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/09/Special-Select-Board-Minues-for-September-13-2018.pdf viewed December 
22, 2020.
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The meaning of words changes. Today we think of money as 
“the official currency, coins, and negotiable paper notes issued by a 
government,”1 but it didn’t always have so narrow a meaning. 

On page 62 of the Hardwick Record Book, 1795-1815, the min-
utes of a March 25, 1805, Town Meeting show that the voters – the 
town had about 50 families – voted to raise 1/2 cent on the dollar of 
the grand list for town expenses “to be paid in wheat.” At the same 
meeting they voted to raise 1 cent on the dollar to “for the purpose 
of schooling” to be paid in money. The Town collected lease rents to 
support the schools and then distributed the money to each district 
according to how many scholars each had.2 The Town Treasurer 
needed money to make that distribution, and immediately I won-
dered where Hardwick residents would get money. 

I knew that until 1792, the US had no national monetary sys-
tem. Instead, “a bewildering variety of foreign coins circulated: 
Dutch rice-dollars, Russian kopeck, as well as French and English 
specie. Most of the coins American used were the silver, halves, 
quarters, eights, and sixteenths minted in Mexico and South Amer-
ican republics where silver was abundant....” Until John Marshall 
discovered gold in California in 1848, the federal mint did not coin 
enough precious metal.3 States governments printed money, but 
people had little confidence in its underlying value and knew that 
the bills could be counterfeit. The federal government didn’t print 
money until 1861.4 

So, how did the commercial economy work? Two ways: 1) the 
exchange system and 2) local production of goods. With little cash 

Brochu Citgo Service
Stick With The Best

Richard Brochu, Owner
47 Mill St., Hardwick Vt 05843

(802) 472-8282

wHat is “moNey”?
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in rural areas, families built up credit or debit balances with each 
other as they exchanged an enormous amount of labor and goods.5 
To keep track of what they owed others and what others owed 
them, men put a monetary value on every exchange and kept de-
tailed accounts of their debits and credits, and they issued promis-
sory notes.6 “Families seldom had enough cash or commodities to 
handle debts without calling in credits from other neighbors, and 
demands for settlement could cause distress and inconvenience. 
Reciprocity ensured that neighbors were seldom far ahead or be-
hind in the community, but …. a single default could ruin dozens 
of interdependent households.”7

Although the United States had established a decimal currency 
in 1792, thinking about currency didn’t change immediately. Many 
people continued to calculate in English pounds, shillings, and 
pence when they figured prices and wages. They then translated 
the results into American dollars and cents.8 Indeed, many of Hard-
wick’s ledgers, including the land lease books, show signs of the 
clerk’s calculating in British pounds and shillings and forgetting to 
translate the result into American dollars and cents.

Local exchange among community members didn’t provide 
everything. Families needed money to pay their taxes and to buy 

In 1798, on page 11 of the Town Record Book, 1795-1815, Town Clerk 
Mark Norris recorded paying the Selectmen a total of 3 pounds 9 shil-
lings, another account 16 shillings, and John Bridgman 6 shillings for 

one day’s work for him and his oxen, all in English notation 6 years after 
the United States adopted a decimal system of dollars and cents. 
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what neighbors did not produce — rifles, gunpowder, paper, fine 
cloth, needles, thread. To get money, families tried to produce a 
marketable surplus of wheat, lumber, potash, cloth, yarn, cider, or 
maple sugar “that they could exchange for cash, credit, or imported 
goods;” they seldom traded these goods with neighbors.9 

Typically country storekeepers funneled country produce to city 
markets in exchange for the imported and manufactured goods 
their customers wanted. Storekeepers kept precise records of the 
produce and labor taken in trade. While a household’s accounts 
appeared under the husband or father’s name, women and girls 
produced a great deal of what farm families offered a storekeeper. 
“Women took butter, eggs, beeswax, and feathers. Men took grain, 
axe handles, hats. Women bought dry goods. Men bought nails mo-
lasses, or rum.”10 

In addition, most farmers and craftsmen carried their own 
goods annually to markets in Boston, Springfield, or Hartford – all 
in Massachusetts –  or “to their hometowns in southern New Eng-
land, where friends and relatives could hold goods for timely sale. 
Lumber moved in the spring, when rivers ran high; other goods 
moved in the winter, when snow made roads passable for heavy 
sleighs and farmers could spend time away from their farms. The 
regional trade was a vital source of cash, credit, livestock, and trade 
goods.”11

Merchants frequently specified what they would take in trade 
for the goods they offered. In 1795, Hayes and Forbes ran a typical 
advertisement for newly received European and West Indian goods 
which they would trade for “Cash or Country produce.”12 In 1790, 
the Norwich, Vermont, firm of Peter Olcott and Sons advertised that 
they would accept the following in payment for the English and West 
Indian goods they had “just received from New York”: “produce of 
all kinds . . . like wise, Vermont state money,13 Windsor and Orange 
county orders, iron, ashes, salts of lye, and last of all cash.”14 

Olcott would accept “money” before he accepted cash. What’s 
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the difference?  “The three most widely owned dictionaries in [south-
ern Vermont] before 1800, … define cash as ‘ready money’ carried 
on one’s person.”15 Webster’s 1806 dictionary defined “money” to 
include “paper and other forms of bills and notes proliferated in the 
late 1790s.”16 So, that’s the answer. 

Cash was one form of money. Other forms included promissory 
notes, various government notes and contracts, or any form of pa-
per exchange that had a stated and reliable value.

Elizabeth H. Dow

1. “Money.” The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 5th Edition. https://www.word-
nik.com/words/money Viewed March 2, 2021.

2. Note that school taxes from the Town, even before each district taxed itself to meet its budget com-
pletely, cost twice the Town’s operating expenses. 

3. Jack Larkin, The Reshaping of Everyday Life: 1790-1840.  (New York: HarperPerennial, 1989); 36.
4. “US Currency,” https://www.moneyfactory.gov/uscurrency/history.html Viewed March 3, 2021.
5. Larkin; 36-37.
6. Elizabeth Dow. “Storekeeper as Banker,” Hardwick Historical Society Journal, Vol. 9 No. 3 (Winter, 

2020); 21-25.
7. Roth, Randolph A. The Democratic Dilemma: Religion, Reform, and the Social Order in the Connecti-

cut River Valley of Vermont, 1791-1850. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002); 21- 22. 
8. Larkin; 38.
9.  Roth; 22. 
10. Larkin; 38-39
11. Roth; 22.
12. “Hayes and Forbes,” Spooner’s Vermont Journal,  Aug 10, 1795; 3. 
13. “In June 1785, the Vermont Republic authorized Reuben Harmon Jr. to start minting copper [pen-

nies] on his property in East Dorset.” He continued until 1788. [Ken Picard. “WTF: Did Vermont ever 
have it’s own state bank? Or its own currency?” Seven Days, April 9, 2014; n.p.] 

14. “Peter Olcott and Sons”. Vermont Journal, November 30, 1790; 3. On page 81, Gilmore (see footnote 
16)  argues that most merchants accepted cash more readily than Olcott. 

15. Thus clarifying Ben Franklin’s observation that“There are three faithful friends - an old wife, an old 
dog, and ready money.” https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/benjamin-franklin-quotes. Viewed 
March 2, 2021.

16. Gilmore, William J. Reading Becomes a Necessity of Life: Material and Cultural Life in Rural New 
England, 1780-1835. (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1989); 80-81.
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towN records iNcideNtals 

To pursue the series on schools in Hardwick, I’ve begun a 
systematic reading of the Hardwick Town Records kept by the 
Town Clerks since 1795. In them our Town Clerks have dili-
gently kept the minutes for all the Town Meetings the voters of 
Hardwick ever held. Since we have never had a fire or flood 
in our Town Offices, everything has survived. Many towns do 
not have that good fortune. Although my research in the re-
cords focuses on school issues, I can’t help noticing curious 
and enlightening details related to other issues. I work on the 
assumption that if something comes to a vote at Town Meeting, 
it probably has its origins in a problem or a state mandate. I 
then like to figure out the problem. Most of these topics will 
never become full-fledged stories in the Journal, so I’ll include 
them here for your amusement and enlightenment.

Hardwick Town Records, 1795-1815: 
Page 7 --  March 7, 1797 – “Voted that those persons that 

broke the road through the wood last winter from Gideon 
Sabins to [the] Wolcott line be paid by the town.” [Gideon Sa-
bin lived near the point where Alder Brook meets the Lamoille 
River. The road being referenced is the precursor to Rte. 15.]

Page 12 --  March 20, 1798 – Voted to build a bridge over 
the River La Moile at Stevens Mill and chose a committee of 
3 to choose a spot and “superintend” the project. Bridge to 
be completed by July 10 next. [The town will pay to put a 
bridge across the river at East Hardwick. People have crossed 
that river from the beginning of settlement, but where? Did 
the Bayley-Hazen Road have a ford or a bridge? Is this a new 
bridge they’re putting in at Stevens Mill because of the mill?  

The bridge would be built by local men paying their taxes in 
labor; alternatively, tax payers could hire a substitute to do 
the work for them. Very little currency existed on the frontier, 
so most transactions involved some sort of barter. State law 
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required men between the ages of 21 and 50 to spend at least 
4 days a year on road work, at the rate of 66 cents a day, for 
credit on their taxes.1 The Treasurer kept the records in terms 
of currency, but little currency actually changed hands.] 

Page 17 -- March 12, 1798 – Voted to raise money to build 
a bridge across the River La Moile near Elohim Sabin. [It ap-
pears that the book we have may have started as a variety of 
notes that someone compiled into a book some years after the 
fact. The events recorded in the early pages don’t always fall 
in chronological order. I don’t know where Elohim Sabin lived, 
so I can’t guess which bridge this refers to.]

Page 18 -- March 12, 1798 – Voted that payment [of taxes] 
to be made in wheat. [Apparently the Treasurer felt the need 
for a standard currency and settled on wheat, rather than, 
say, wood, or meat. This in addition to road work.]

Page 23 --  March 12, 1798 – Voted that the Select men 
should “set up as many guideposts as they shall think ex-
pedient” at the expense of the town. The door of Mr. Tuttle’s 
Meeting House shall be one guidepost. [Progress! Settlers 
started building roads in Hardwick as soon as they got here, 
and seven year later they were still at it. In 1798 the town 
held about 50 different households2 and they lived all over 
town. Apparently they had begun to feel the need for guide-
posts to tell directions at crossroads.]

Page 24 -- March 10, 1799 – voted to have their annual 
meeting on the first Monday of March. 

Also voted that “the town treasurer should buy a book at 
the expense of the town” to keep the records. [They’ve been a 
real town for 4 years. Time to get truly organized.]

Page 54 -- March meeting, 1804 –  “Voted that no purson 
be allowed to travel on any publick road in this town with a 
sled less than four feet in width.” [This edict remains a mys-
tery. It tells us something about the roads – that they can ac-
commodate a sled four feet wide – but not about why they 
needed that vote. Perhaps the state required it to force towns 
to improve their roads, but I can find no such law. If you know 
what’s going on, please share that knowledge.]

Page 54 – April 2, 1804 – Voted that “Rams...found running 
at large with sheep between 10th of September and 20th of 
November shall be forfeited to any person or persons who 
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may take up the same.” They revised this edict in 1806, mov-
ing the date back to September 1. [ Another mystery. Merino 
sheep didn’t come to Vermont until about 18113, so farmers 
weren’t protecting their flocks’ expensive pedigree. Sheep have 
an average gestation of 21 weeks, and ewes don’t show their 
pregnancies the way cattle do. Perhaps farmers didn’t want 
unexpected lambs being born in the depths of winter when 
they might freeze to death because nobody knew to watch 
for them. Just my guesses. Do you have an insight you would 
share? ]

Throughout the volume – “Warning: The legal voters of Hard-
wick are hereby warned...” or “Notification: The legal voters 
of Hardwick are hereby notified...” [Town Clerks titled their 
announcements of Town Meetings with either Notification or 
Warning; they used the terms interchangeably. Imagine if social 
media had chosen the term Warnings instead of Notifications.] 
                                                                  Elizabeth H. Dow 
 
1. Vermont, and Thomas Tolman. The Laws of the State of Vermont. Randolph: Printed by S. Wright, 

printer to the State, 1808. Vol. 1; 447-448.  
2. The 1800 census lists 53 households. https://sites.rootsweb.com/~vtcbarne/hardwick_1800.htm 

Viewed 1/30/2021.
3. New England Historical Society. “The Spanish Sheep Craze That Forever Changed Vermont” https://

www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/spanish-sheep-craze-that-forever-changed-vermont/ 
Viewed 2/4/2021.
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birtH of tHe stoNe House district  
– scHool district #81

We can track Hardwick’s growth by watching the number 
of school districts grow. Beginning with four in 1799, by 1829 
it had 10 and needed yet another to accommodate the growing 
population in the northeastern section of town. Because the 
new district had its center near the Stone House built where 
the Bayley-Hazen Road meets what we call Route 16, it called 
itself the Stone House District – known after 1842 as District 
#8. The HHS has the book the district clerks used to keep the 
minutes between its organization in 1829 and the construction 
of its second school in 1855.  

On May 19, 1829, the Hardwick Selectboard held a meeting 
to organize the district. The voters chose their officers: Modera-
tor, Clerk, Prudential Committee, and Collector, and voted to 
offer 3 months school and to fund it by taxing themselves. [p. 
2] Clearly the community felt a sense of pride and excitement 
because of their new status, and they planned to do an impres-
sive job of creating their school. On July 3, 1829, they voted to 
build a school and to have a committee of 3 “ascertain the prob-
able expense” for both a wooden building and a brick building; 
then they adjourned for a week. By their next meeting, July 11, 
reality had set in – building and running a school would cost 
a lot of money [p. 4].  Rather than build the school they might 
like to have, they voted to raise $100 to build a school – $80 in 
grain and $20 in money. Then they chose a 3 man committee 
to “superintend” the building of it. [p. 5] 
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If factions over details of setting up a school hadn’t already 
existed, by late summer, they appeared, and competing fac-
tions called meetings to cancel out others positions; getting out 
the vote became critical. The $100-for-a-school plan ran into 
resistance, and on Oct. 29, the district voted to have no school 
at all in the winter. [p. 7]  

A week later, November 6, the voters changed their plans; 
they settled on having a school during the winter, using the 
“publick” money2 to fund it, provided that “individuals in Walden 
pay a sum sufficient to continue the same” two months.3 School 
would be held at the W. Marsh house, and they would prepare 
and furnish a room for the master and board him “on the schol-
ars that attend the school,” meaning the teacher would board 
with students’ families. [p. 9] 

But the plan wouldn’t stay settled. Petitioners called for a 
special meeting, held December 30, where they voted to rescind 
the “doings of the last school meeting.” Instead, they voted to 

An unidentified school during a summer session. The crude building 
probably accurately reflects early school houses.
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have two months of school at the Stone House, instructed by 
a male teacher, which they would pay by raising money on the 
grand list “after appropriating the money that the said district 
will be entitled to”, i.e. public money. Finally, they “voted to fur-
nish the wood [to heat the school room] and board the master on 
the scholars in the District.” [p. 11] It had taken seven months 
to organize the district, and apparently they had managed to 
hold a school. But they still didn’t have a school house. 

In April, they met and voted to have 3 months of summer 
school which they would pay for by taxing themselves. Then 
they voted to build a school house “forthwith” and to give the 
job  “to that individual that would do it cheapest and the best 
for the District.” Rufus P. Whipple got the job for $175 dollars, 
which he would accept in grain. They agreed to his terms, pro-
vided he built the house 24 feet square, of planks, and finished 
in a workman-like manner, including benches and a “good 
stove and funnel sufficient to warm the same.” They wanted 
a red building with white trim  “underpinned with comon[sic] 
stone.” [p. 13-14]

At that April meeting, they had made no record of where 
they would put the school house, but clearly someone had told 
Mr. Whipple where it would stand, for he started collecting tim-
ber at the site. Someone objected to that site, and so on May 
17, the district held a special meeting to decide the location of 
the school house. You can imagine the discussion, but at the 
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end they voted to put the school “on the spot where the timber 
is placed.” [p. 17]  

They voted to have 3 months of school in the winter, taught 
by a female teacher [p. 19], but they had to wait until they 
had a school house. Whipple claimed to have finished it in late 
November, and they met on December 3 to decide whether to 
accept it. [p. 20] They found it so far from finished that they 
passed over the article to accept – it didn’t deserve a vote. [p. 21] 
On January 17, 1831, they finally accepted the school house 
as finished. Then, since the area had no other public meeting 
space, they decided to allow the school house to be “at the dis-
posal of any wishing to occupy the same for religious worship.” 
[p. 23]  No doubt for a fee. Three years later they “voted that the 
school be free of all religious meetings.” [p. 39] 

Utilities – wood for the stove – presented the next challenge. 
Some districts auctioned off a contract for the wood to the low-
est bidder, but on April 23, 1831, the Stone House district de-
cided to require every voter (not just parents of the students) to 
contribute an equal amount of the 5 cords of wood they needed 
[p. 25]. You can imagine the quality of the wood people would 
give away in taxes. 

Apparently they had trouble with that scheme, so the next 
year they got more precise. On April 20, 1832, they voted that 
each voter should “get half a cord of wood...suitable for the stove 
and have it delivered to the School House.” All who failed to do 
that “will be liable to pay the money...at 8 shillings a cord”4 – 
presumably that would buy a half cord of wood. 

That still didn’t work, so on April 9, 1833, the district decided 
that each voter had to supply one cord of 20” wood. Those who 
didn’t would have to pay someone to get it for them, and they 
auctioned that business off to the lowest bidder for $.75/cord. 
[p. 33] That system seemed to work for the next 5 years, but, 
in 1839, they just auctioned the whole business of supplying 
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wood for the school to the lowest bidder.[p. 59] That remained 
their choice through the rest of the period of our records.

The District struggled with how to board the teacher. Teach-
ers received a salary, and the district provided them with a room 
and board as their only benefit.  Districts typically had the teach-
er either move from family to family among the students to let 
them provide him or her meals and a place to sleep, or they paid 
someone to provide room and board. Usually the Stone House 
District auctioned the teacher’s board off to the lowest bidder: 
in 1831, $.75 per week [p. 27] ; in 1832, $1.00 [p. 31]; in 1834, 
$1.09 [p. 39]. In 1835, they voted that the mistress would board 
with “the scholars that attend the school.” [p. 41] From then un-
til 1846 they boarded her out to the scholars’ families. Then they 
again bid her out to the lowest bidder [p. 85]. 

 Apparently Mr. Whipple had skimped on the stove, be-
cause in 1832 they paid Mr. Hancock $1.50 to repair it.[p. 31] It 
needed more repairs in 1845 [p. 81], and in 1846, they voted to 
replace it completely [p. 91]. By 1854, the whole school house 
had problems, including not enough room, so in August the 
district voted to repair it and extend it by 8 feet [p. 121]. From 
time to time they had allowed families that did not live in the 
district to send children to their school,5 but now, pinched for 
room,  they voted not allow in any scholars from other districts 
[p. 123]. The next January they decided to replace the building 
and agreed to raise $250 on the Grand List to pay for it and a 
“suitable out house.” [p. 125]
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In March, 1855, they appointed a committee to find a suit-
able site for the new school, and ran into the old argument 
about where to put it. [p. 127]  Rather than try to settle it them-
selves, they asked the Selectboard to “locate a site for the school 
house....” The Selectboard chose essentially the site of the old. 
[p. 129]

District voters met at the new school on December 25, 1855, 
at 6:00 in the evening and appointed a committee to “examine 
the accounts of the building committee” and settle any out-
standing debts. They also voted to insure the building – some-
thing they seem not to have done before. Finally, they asked 
Rufus Whipple “to dispose of the old school house.” [p. 135] 
Perhaps he was the same Rufus Whipple who built it 25 years 
earlier; perhaps not. Two days later, they accepted the report 
of the committee and voted to raise $313.31 to pay off the new 
school [p. 137], and the life of District School #8 started over 
again.  

Elizabeth H. Dow

1. Unless footnoted, the page containing a statement of facts from the Proceedings Book of School District 
#8 will appear in square brackets immediately after it.
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 Hours:  Monday - Saturday 5 am - 9 pm
   Deli closes at 7:00 on weekdays.
   Sunday 5 am - 8 pm
   
 Bottle Room: Monday - Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

Owner Gilles Moreau

M & M Beverage
308 VT RTE 14 South
Hardwick, VT 05843

Phone #802-472-5000

2. “Publick money” referred to the district’s portion of the lease lands rents, interest on Town investments, 
and whatever town-wide school taxes the voters approved at Town Meeting; the amount varied from 
year to year depending on the number of scholars living in the district. Any other money they needed 
they would have to raise by taxing themselves, using the Town’s Grand List as the basis for the tax.

3. The Stone House district abutted Walden District #8, and, as frequently happened, some students from 
Walden found it easier to attend school in Hardwick, and vice versa.

4. Proceedings Book, School District #8; 29. The US adopted a decimal-based money system in 1792, but 
40 years later, the clerk, and perhaps the voters, still use British terms.

5. In April 14, 1851 they voted to receive James Griffin into the District. Proceedings Book, School District 

#8; 103.

 

If you can identify this bridge, please contact Elizabeth Dow  

edow1@protonmail.com
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VermoNt weatHerboard

 The Hardwick area attracted many people because of the gran-
ite industry.  But there were others who came seeking farms or land 
which often needed improving. Many became farmers, and there 
were those, like Joe Lavertu, who became known for the barns 
they built. People who purchased land unseen or for a low-price 
often found they had a rocky hilly challenge.  (As you travel, notice 
the rocks moved to the sides of fields formed into beautiful stone 
walls).

Roger Martin grew up on such a farm on Town Hill in Wolcott. 
After serving his country, he brought his wife and daughter back to 
Vermont. They purchased a large dairy farm on Route 15 in Hard-
wick.  Most of the acreage was fertile and what was un-tillable was 
planted to trees. Roger, like his Dad, Urban Martin, was a success-
ful farmer and community leader for many years.

Arthritis in his hips in later life complicated Roger’s farming ca-
reer. His family consisted of three children, two of them girls, so he 
began to rethink his future.  Most big farm families had sons to 
take over as the parents aged, so through hard work those farms, 
both big and small, managed for years.  But Roger didn’t have lots 
of sons. Further, stricter health regulations and long hours gave 
small farmers no option. One by one, they sold their cows to large 
industrial-type operations and closed the barns.

As people from the cities found Vermont  enticing, they wanted 
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a rustic look to the improvements they made to the older homes they 
bought, or they wanted to include enchanting rustic rooms in new 
homes they built. Rather than pay taxes on vacant buildings, farmers 
with idle barns tore them down and quickly sold those old weathered 
boards to Vermont’s “flatlanders”  at a more-than-fair price! As the 
demand for weathered, but not moldy, lumber grew to create cabins 
and rec rooms, Roger painfully worked his farm. Finally he couldn’t 
do it any more, but he had an idea, and he sold out.

In 1965 and at age 64, Roger Martin started a new business – 
he would make new wood look like old weathered barn boards. He 
started in his brother Russell’s barn, but he quickly outgrew it and 
rented an old machine shop in Hardwick. He formed a corporation 
consisting of Roger Slayton as the salesman taking samples made 
by Stephen Hill, Noel Lussier, and Mr. Hinman from out-of-state.  
Using Eastern White Pine, he cut, milled, then wire brushed boards. 
Then he turned them over to Dennis Martin and his daughter, Bon-
nie and her husband, Raymond Howard. They hand-stained the 
first boards with a formula Martin had developed and they dried it 
in the barn to give it a weathered look.  Later the business bought 
a special chemical and a kiln drying machine to make new boards 
weather more quickly but naturally. Weatherboard sold one hun-
dred and thirty thousand board feet that first year.

Soon Vermont Weatherboard was being shipped throughout 
the country, and it needed larger quarters. The company moved to 
the property now shared by Caspian Arms and High Mowing Seeds 
in Wolcott.

Today Vermont Weatherboard lumber is used both inside and 
outside of houses and barns. And it can be purchased online!  Ver-
mont Weatherboard’s  website has as its seal the distinctive Fisher 
Bridge. Vermont Weatherboard is another wonderful product with 
humble Hardwick area beginnings!

Janet Houston Slayton
with Barbara Martin Gifford

www.FradettesMapleSyrup.com
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Subscribe online ~ $45 ~ hardwickgazette.com

Hardwick’s fire Hose carts

The Fire Company1

Shortly after the in-
corporation of Hardwick 
Village, in January 1891, 
The Granite Hose Com-
pany was established to 
provide fire protection 
for the rapidly increas-
ing number of homes and 
commercial/industrial 
buildings in the Village. 
The company’s constitu-
tion and by-laws were 
signed on December 14, 
1891.2  There were about 
30 charter members, and, 
over time, company mem-
bership averaged about 20 
to 24 volunteers, including 
a foreman (fire chief), first 

assistant foreman, second assistant foreman, pipeman (directing 
the hose nozzle stream at a fire), assistant pipeman, foreman of 
the hose (in charge of drying and re-reeling the hose), assistant 
foreman of the hose, kit manager (in charge of member clothing 
and equipment such as cap, uniform, rubber suit, and badge), 
secretary, treasurer, chief engineer (who maintained the fire equip-

Mill Street Hose Tower
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CURBSIDE SHOP & COCKTAILS TO-GO

116 GIN LANE
MONTPELIER, VT
BARRHILL.COM

HOURS
SUN�THUR 12�7PM
FRI & SAT 12�8PM

ment), and a three-member standing committee (that authorized 
payments, audited finances and arbitrated disputes). 

Hardwick also had a board of fire wardens that developed the 
fire regulations and served as inspectors of adherence. In May, 
1907, the wardens were asked to draw up a new constitution and 
by-laws for the fire company. Under the new rules, the compa-
ny had alternating monthly regular and practice meetings. The 
regular meeting typically included roll call, reading and approv-
ing the previous meeting’s minutes, considering absence excuses, 
assessing fines for absences, scheduling the next practice meet-
ing, and sometimes new business. Almost every meeting included 
voting to honorably discharge a member and/or voting to add a 
new member (often recommended by the wardens) so company 
membership was in a constant flux. The practice meeting typi-
cally involved “laying hose and throwing water” from two or three 
hydrants. 

Participation was encouraged by a 25-cent fine for failure to 
appear at a meeting roll call or a 25 to 50-cent fine for failure to 
appear at a fire. Repeated failures to appear or being intoxicated 
at a company event could result in dismissal. Apparently, the fire 
fighters were paid both for meeting attendance and actual firefight-
ing. The constitution and by-laws read “Every hoseman who shall 
attend five practice meetings and six regular meetings…shall be 
entitled to twenty five cents for each regular meeting, twenty five 
cents for each false alarm, and fifty cents per hour for attendance 
upon each fire within the village limits.” The total yearly cost to 
pay the firemen was about $450 to $550, and it appears that the 



29

fire company was reimbursed by the town since it received $456 
in 1925 and $553 in 1932. Also, it appears that some property 
owners gave gifts of appreciation such as a box of cigars.  E. R. 
Fletcher, had a special concern about fires and made two dona-
tions of $5. In August 1901, he was thanked for his interest in the 
fire company. Harold Nunn, son of the co-owner of the Nunn & 
Fordyce Granite Company, had a humorous memory of Fletcher. 
In the early 1930s, Harold and his buddies used to gather inside 
the old abandoned Fletcher Granite Company office building to 
smoke cigarettes. One time, they saw Fletcher driving up in his 
automobile and they took off running down the railroad tracks 
toward Granite Junction. While running, Harold turned around 
and saw Fletcher, in a derby hat, running in hot pursuit and gain-
ing on them. Howard’s thought was that for an older man he was 
in really good physical shape. It’s not clear why Fletcher was there 
since he had sold the property to Alex Taylor in 1924. Perhaps he 
was just making a sentimental visit. In any case, he probably saw 
a danger of fire and wanted to give Harold and his pals a good 
scare.3  

Remarkably, the first fire in Hardwick Village after the estab-
lishment of the company didn’t occur for over three years – Janu-
ary 26, 1895. The journal entry reads “Fire! Fire! The first fire in 
the history of Granite Hose No. 1 occurred in T. T. Daniel’s polish-
ing mill.” Twelve members responded and each was paid for two 
hours at 50 cents per hour.4 

The activities of the Granite Hose Company were not all work, 
and various social activities were planned to make company mem-
bership more fun and more attractive. For example, they had a 
pool table, playing cards, a radio, quoits, davenport and chairs, 
boxing gloves, and Indian clubs. The fire company played periodic 
challenge baseball and basketball games with other village orga-
nizations such as the American Legion. Eighteen members were 
to be selected for a tug of war challenge and any refusing was to 
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be fined $1.00! Company members and the fire equipment also 
participated in town parades. Probably the major social event was 
the Fireman’s Annual New Year’s Ball planned by the ball com-
mittee, netting the company about $100. The standing committee 
selected members to be watchers at the bedside of sick members 
which certainly must have helped to promote a close-knit group.

The Water Sources
Water is the primary tool for fighting fires. Hardwick employed 

a spring-fed reservoir  on  high land above the village. The differ-
ence in altitude between the reservoir and the village center (the 
water head) provided the water pressure needed to spray water on 
a fire. A water head of about 115 feet will produce a static water 
pressure of 50 pounds per square inch – an adequate minimum 
for firefighting.

Eaton Brook, on the Bridgman Farm on Bridgman Hill, was 
deemed the best water source for Hardwick Village. Dorman 
Bridgman, one of the civic leaders working to incorporate the vil-
lage, lead his family to incorporate the brook as the Hardwick Aq-
ueduct and Water Supply Company two days before the Village 
incorporated. The family then offered to sell the water source for 
$1,500, which the Village paid.5 Water was carried from the reser-
voir to the village by an 8-inch iron pipe that is still in use. The old 
reservoir is about 255 feet above the village center and about 177 
feet above Hazen Union High School, resulting in static hydrant 

GMC Bangor Ladder Truck
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pressures between 100 and 150 pounds 
per square inch.6 

Connecting to the Water Main
For firefighting, the pressurized water 

in the mains was accessed through about 
fifty fire hydrants in Hardwick Village. Hy-
drants need to be spaced so all buildings 
are reachable with the available length of 
hose, which means that the village has a 
maximum spacing between hydrants of 
400 feet.

Carrying the Hose and Pumping the 
Water

The fire hose carts were about 4-feet wide with 5-foot diam-
eter wood spoke wheels and 3-foot diameter by 2½-foot wide hose 
reels. The Granite Hose Company of Hardwick Village apparently 
had a hose cart from the beginning, since its 1891 Constitution 
and By-Laws mention that it is the duty of the foreman “to take 
charge of the cleaning and safe keeping of the hose, hose cart, ap-
purtenances and all property of said company.” The hose cart was 
still in use in 1923, since a February 1923 journal entry reads 
“Remarks about keeping hose cart up to A. J. Larrabee’s house.” 
Apparently the members decided to have the hose cart pulled by 

Hardwick Fire  
Department Badge

W&B Douglas Hardwick Pump Cart
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horse since a journal entry of Sept. 9, 1907 reads “procuring a 
horse for use of company in case of fire” and a journal entry of 
Feb. 12, 1912 reads “discussion about salary of horse [and team-
ster] on hose cart”.  This would certainly speed the arrival of the 
cart to a fire. In 1927, it was decided to position several lengths of 
hose, a nozzle and a hydrant wrench at a hydrant back of Main St. 
that was considered in an area of high fire risk. In this case, there 
was no need for the hose cart and presumably response to a fire 
could be more rapid.

Hardwick Village acquired a hand-operated pump cart manu-
factured by the W & B Douglas Company of Middletown CT (called 
a four-wheeled fire engine by the manufacturer), one of the world’s 
largest pump manufacturers, who included in their catalog small 
hand pumps, well pumps, garden pump carts, fire pump carts, 
hydraulic rams, and hydrants.7 The pump cart survives and is 
stored at the fire station. The pump mechanism consists of a 
69-inch long “seesaw” lever/beam with one or two men on each 
end, a 13-inch high cast iron pressure vessel in the middle under 
the lever pivot/fulcrum, and a pump piston on either side of the 
vessel alternately driven by the rocking motion of the lever. The 

1887-88 Catalog Ad for W&B Douglas Pump Cart
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pump mechanism is mounted on a four cast-
iron wheeled 21-inch wide by 42-inch long by 
15-inch high wooden cart body pulled by two 
men via T-handled iron tongue. This relatively 
low-pressure, low-volume pump was prob-
ably used for small fires outside the village 
where there were no hydrants and suctioned 
water from ponds, streams and wells. Later, 
in 1926, Hardwick was considering chemical 
tanks (that were probably cart-mounted) that 
would have served a purpose similar to the 
pump cart.

In 1927, after considering Childs and Boyer 
fire engines, Hardwick Village acquired a “Concord” gasoline-pow-
ered pumper made by the Abbot-Downing Truck & Body Com-
pany of Concord NH (1912-28), manufacturer of motorized truck 
and fire engines. (Its predecessor, Abbot-Downing Company, was 
manufacturer of the famous Concord Stagecoach.) This new en-
gine could arrive at a fire more quickly than a horse-pulled cart 
and with an on-board pump boosted the already high pressure 
water from the hydrant. The 1927 Concord, believed to be the 
only one in existence, is still used in Hardwick parades.8 Today’s 
fire engines in Hardwick, costing up to $400,000 each, boost the 
pressure to achieve a water stream from the hose nozzle of up to 
1,000 feet.9 Later, Hardwick Village purchased a 1933 GMC gas-
powered Bangor ladder truck. Bangor ladders, up to 50 feet long, 
were extension ladders controlled by means of poles. In the in-
terim period between manual and gas-powered equipment, many 
fire departments used horse-drawn coal-fired steam pumpers but 
it is not known if Hardwick Village did. There is a journal entry 
for November 12, 1923 that reads: “turn the truck over to the vil-
lage with the understanding that village maintains and purchases 
what is needed for the truck”. This suggests Hardwick had some 
kind of fire truck before the “Concord”.  

Housing the Cart
The first Hardwick Village fire station (called the hose house) 

was located behind the Town House and no doubt housed the 
hose and pump carts. The hose house was heated since a journal 
entry reads “kept a fire all night in the hose house to dry hose” 
after the first T. T. Daniel’s fire. The fire company acquired the 

Fire Alarm Tapper 
Bell
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old church on Mill St. (built in 1885 and currently occupied by 
GRACE) as their new fire station—a downtown location. This may 
have been in December 1902 since a journal entry for that month 
reads “The first meeting held in our new quarters”. The old hose 
house behind the Town House continued to be used and the carts 
may have continued to be housed there. At some point, a three-
story hose tower was added to the back of the new fire station at 
which time use of the old hose house was probably discontinued 
and the carts moved to the new station. 

The new station had a cupola with bell that was likely rung to 
summon fire department volunteers to fight a fire. Later, the vil-
lage employed pole-mounted sirens for this purpose. The village 
had a number of pole-mounted call boxes. When a citizen pulled 
down the box switch lever to report a fire, a signal was sent over 
the town’s electric lines to the fire station. There the box number 
was punched into paper tape that the arriving firemen could read 
to determine the fire’s location. Around 1925, a request was made 
to the town for eight alarm tappers and by 1927, 12 of the com-
pany’s 24 members had tappers installed in their homes. These 
allowed members to be notified of box alarms by very loud bells 
that rang out a pattern giving the fire box number. The tappers 
were connected to the alarm system by special lines in the village 
so members living outside the village could not be connected to 
tappers.

In 1938, a granite-clad steel framework firehouse was pro-
posed for the Mill St. site to replace the wood frame firehouse. 
By this time, the Woodbury Granite Company had been sold to 
John B. Hall & Associates – the company that probably would 
have built the granite firehouse. A drawing shows the granite fire 
house sited on Mill St. where the wood frame firehouse sits. It 
was promoted as: “A fire-proof granite building should be housing 
the investment of this village in fire equipment. Every building, 
including your home, is in danger if the fire station burns.” But it 



35

was apparently deemed too expensive and was never built. This is 
ironic given that Hardwick had been the world’s leading building 
granite center. 

Paul Wood
1. Fortunately, the company’s early journals covering the period from 1891 through 1931 have survived in six vol-

umes. Tom Fadden, Fire Chief of the Town of Hardwick, and The Granite Hose Company journals provided most 
of the information below on firefighting in Hardwick Village. Photographs are provided by the author.

2. Covered in detail in the Hardwick Historical Society Journal. Vol. 6, Issue 1 (Spring, 2016), p. 7-19.
3. Interview with Harold Nunn, Stannard, Vermont, 2009.
4. Probably the largest fire ever in Hardwick was the burning of Woodbury Granite Company’s large shed No. 1 in 

April 9, 1952. The shed’s total destruction was the symbolic end of Hardwick’s granite industry.
5. Elizabeth H. Dow, Hardwick on the Map 1895 – 1915, pp 52-53 (Burlington, VT: Master’s Thesis, University of Ver-

mont, October 1985). The cost amounts to bout $43,000 in 2020. Eaton Brook was impounded into a reservoir 
by a concrete dam which still exists as a pond next to the current Hardwick underground reservoir.

6. U.S. Department of the Interior, Geological Survey, Caspian Lake Quadrangle Topographic Map, 1986.
7. W & B Douglas, Tool Makers of Middletown, Connecticut, http://www.angelfire.com/wy/mttools/Douglas.

htm
8. 1927 Concord Fire Engine, You Tube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hqn2SxuE2E
9. Northeast Fire News, http://www.firenews.org/vt/h/hardwick/hardwickvt.html
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