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While researching the pieces on the East Hardwick Library 
in the most Fall, 2020 edition, the editor saw how hard the 
people of Hardwick have worked to sustain their system of 
public schools. She decided to look at the history of that sys-
tem, and in this issue, she offers the first of several install-
ments on the history of education in Hardwick. Initially, she 
intended to present the topics in chronological order, so that 
would include a piece here in the beginning, to explain how 
the school lease-land system worked. However, thanks to Judy 
Nudd’s project to inventory the collection of bound materials 
at the Depot, she discovered that the HHS has resources she 
needs to examine, so the school lease lands article will have to 
wait until she spends a lot more time researching.

* * * * 
Oops! We published an error. Lorraine Hussey catches our 

Hardwick errors, but Allen Davis caught a non-Hardwick error.  
He wrote:

“I have been enjoying the most recent Historical Society Jour-
nal. One small correction. The first lending library in America 
is usually credited to The Library Company of Philadelphia, 
founded in 1731 by Benjamin Franklin. It still survives today 
as a major research library....When one joins one buys a share. 
My share, number 602, was originally issued in 1790.” 

Thank you, Allen. We double-checked and discovered that 
the 1742 Redwood Library in Rhode Island is the oldest lending 
library still in its original building. 

The Publications Committee 
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More oN tHe last supper sculpture

www.FradettesMapleSyrup.com

In the Summer 2019 issue of the Hardwick Historical Society 
Journal, Paul Wood told the story of the creation of the sculpture 
of the Last Supper, carved in Hardwick.1 Thanks to the online 
Hardwick Gazettes, we can now finish the story.   

 To create a stone carving, normally, the designer provides 
the original conception in the form of a drawing or blueprint. A 
sculptor then gives the conception a three-dimensional represen-
tation in a 1/8 sized approval model. After the customer approves 
the design, a sculptor creates a full-size plaster model which the 
stone carver uses as a guide for his work. 

 Bea Bickford Hicock, the granddaughter of George H. 
Bickford, gave the plaster approval model (approximately 30-inch-
es wide) to the HHS. The full-size model sits on the second floor 
of Hardwick’s Memorial Building, and we now know how it got 
there. 

 After Frederick Purdy created the full-size plaster model, 
he held an open house in his shed on what is now Atkins Field. 
The announcement in the Gazette reports that “much public in-
terest has been shown in the design, which is the most ambitious 
piece of sculptural work ever planned in Hardwick.”2 

 After Purdy had shipped the finished sculpture to the cus-
tomer, he had no more use for the model.  Several towns and orga-
nizations wanted to buy it from him, but, before he accepted any 
of them, he asked the Town of Hardwick if it would take his plaster 
model. He would donate the sculpture, but he wanted the Town to 
pay for its installation in the Memorial building – $40 (about $700 
in 2020). The Selectmen put the question to a vote at Town Meet-
ing, and the voters approved, authorizing the Selectmen to spend 
“whatever sum was necessary to set up the model.”3

 By the end of April, the installers had finished their work, 
placing the sculpture “on the north wall of the staircase in the Me-
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morial building.” The model measured 19 feet long and four feet 
high, and the installers created a cap over the sculpture to protect 
the work and to give an idea of its situation in Minnesota.4  

Elizabeth H Dow
1. Paul Wood.,“The Last Supper.”  Hardwick Historical Society Journal, Vol.9, No. 1 (Summer, 2019); 

8-10; Paul Wood.,“The Purdy Carving Group.”  Hardwick Historical Society Journal, Vol.9, No. 1 
(Summer, 2019); 11-13; Paul Wood.,“Frederick A. Purdy.”  Hardwick Historical Society Journal, 
Vol.9, No. 1 (Summer, 2019); 14-17.

2. “See the Big Clay Model,” Hardwick Gazette, July 5, 1917; 1.
3. “Town Meeting Warning,” Hardwick Gazette, February 21, 1918; 5; “Town Meeting Results,” 

Hardwick Gazette, March 7, 1918; 1.
4. “Model of the ‘Last Supper’ in Position,” Hardwick Gazette, April 28, 1918; 1.



5

Hardwick Village Market

More oN tHe east Hardwick library

Cheryl Michael sent us this: 
I went to the 2 room school in East Hardwick from 1953 to 

1958 –  after that my class (1965) was transferred to Hardwick El-
ementary.  While a student in East Hardwick I mostly walked to 
and from school with my neighbor and classmate, Jane LeMay.  
Sometimes my father gave us a ride or  Mr. LeMay gave us a ride in 
his truck when he took his milk to the creamery.  I have memories 
of our class walking to the library as a school outing and of walking 
to the library with Jane after school.  I remember Ms. Paine being 
the librarian.  I think she lived on Pleasant Street in East Hardwick.  
Many of the folks who donated to the EHNO fund to save the library 
sent notes saying they remembered the library when they were stu-
dents in East Hardwick.    

More oN polio

George Hussey sent us this:
I remember the [polio] time well, even though I was very young.  

Visiting my mother, Lucille [Hussey], and Florence Gallant at Mary 
Fletcher – what a long ride there it was. I also remember staying 
at Aunt Lorraine’s for some time. My sister and I cried a lot during 
[Mother’s] illness, and we did not recognize her after. 
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GrowiNG up Gay iN Hardwick

I knew I was different. I didn’t want to be different. I hated it. I 
fought it. I tried to hide it.

I was born in 1935, an only child.  My early childhood in Hard-
wick, from age 6 until around age 10, was, according to my memo-
ry, quite normal and happy. I recalled that time in a Journal article 
I wrote about four seasons in Hardwick.1 It was when I became a 
5th grader that everything changed. Suddenly I was taunted, bul-
lied, became the butt of jokes. The other boys lay in wait for me after 
school and, even though I deliberately stayed in class late to help 
the teacher (one of their taunts called me a teacher’s pet), they were 
there when I eventually had to leave. They surrounded me, called 
me names, pushed me until I cried.  I still remember that time, 
remember how bad I felt, how I fantasized getting back at them by 
punching them. I felt helpless and alone.  Why were they treating 
me like this?  Even now, 75 years later, what it was like is still part 
of me.

Yet it was important for me not to tell on them.  It would be 
worse to be a snitch.  Finally some girls told my mother what was 
going on. She spoke to the school superintendent, and whatever he 
did and said to my molesters, they stopped.

Anyone who has been bullied knows what it is like to feel help-
less, even worthless.

In high school, while I was leading a study session for upcoming 
exams, one of my classmates who had bullied me apologized. And 
in a driveway, one dark night, he approached me sexually.  Nothing 
came of it. He is now deceased.
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I was given a nickname.  They called 
me “Daisy.”  That name stuck with me 
throughout high school.  It even appeared 
as my middle name in my 1953 graduat-
ing class yearbook, even though the blurb 
about me there also mentioned my per-
ceived girlfriend.

I was lousy at sports and disliked 
physical education classes (two excep-
tions were badminton and tennis).  I was 
the last person chosen to be on a team.  I 
compensated with music, especially classi-
cal.  I took piano and vocal lessons.  While 
in high school I sometimes sang during 
devotions over WDEV in Waterbury and 
briefly sang for a radio show beamed from 

the St Johnsbury station.  I concentrated on being a good student 
and frequently led study classes for classmates prior to exams.

It was when I entered junior high school that I became attracted 
to boys rather than girls.  I immediately felt something was wrong 
with me.  My solution, although I entertained sexual fantasies, was 
to pretend it wasn’t so, to try to act “normal”.  

At that time I had never heard about “homosexual” or “gay”. 
This meant I believed I was the only person in the whole world who 
was like this.  No wonder I kept it a secret!  It wasn’t until later when 
I read about others like me (in a book entitled, not helpfully, Abnor-
mal Psychology) that I realized I was not the only one.

Robert Drechsler as a 

high school senior.
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One way to appear normal was to have a girlfriend and I hung 
around with the same one for several years.  We had music in com-
mon.  At the same time I found ways to be near the boys I was at-
tracted to.  One in particular lived on a farm on Center Road and 
that farm family was one of the few on a hill high enough to receive 
a television signal from Schenectady, New York, 150 miles away.2 I 
used my desire to watch television as an excuse to visit frequently, 
to watch my friend milk cows, then sit beside him in front of the 
television set. I also helped him with his homework.3

Looking back on those days, I have memories of possible gay 
encounters.  For instance, I recall two prominent male community 
leaders flirting with one another.  There was what was surely a les-
bian couple, one of whom worked at an important job in Hardwick.  
There was the effeminate owner of a Hardwick business who never 
married.  I sometimes wonder if there was an underground gay 
community in Hardwick.

But there were no openly gay mentors for teens like me.  Let me 
stress again how much I felt alone with no one to turn to for sup-
port. I continued to keep everything to myself.

Most of the rest of my life happened outside of Hardwick, so a 
brief synopsis of that is next.  However, there are several important 
returns to Hardwick along the way.

I went to college, then seminary.  The seminary gave us a psy-
chological test with the yes or no statement: “I am attracted to peo-
ple of the same sex.” I lied and answered “no”.  Upon graduation 
in 1960, I returned to Hardwick and to the United Church, where 
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I was ordained into the 
ministry. 

Someone reading 
this article may be won-
dering if I ever had a gay 
“experience” during this 
time.  I will say honest-
ly there was only one, 
when I allowed myself to 
be seduced by a fellow 
seminarian.  Guilt was 
the result.

During this peri-
od I tried to get cured. 
“Cured” because at that 
time it was strongly be-
lieved that people like 
me were mentally ill, 
and I accepted that.  
Therefore I went to two 

psychiatrists and one psychologist.  Never got “cured” however!4

Another way to deal with everything was to drink alcohol.  I 
quickly became an alcoholic, eventually a daily drinker.

I pastored three churches over 17 years.  While at my second 
church I courted a wonderful woman and we got married.  I believed 
I could put the “gay thing” aside for the sake of a new life.  We had 
two children, Julie and Nathan, and we have two grandchildren.  
Not surprisingly, our marriage fell apart, and we got a no-fault di-
vorce in Rhode Island, the location of my last church.

It is important to note that after working through anger and re-
sentments, all of our family members became accepting and caring 
of one another.

I got sober in 1976 at age 40, while still a pastor, and I have 
remained sober. True recovery calls for getting completely honest.  I 
had a strong spiritual experience for several months when I believe 
God was telling me to come out of my closet.  At first I said, “no 
way,” but the voice inside me continued persistently. I finally sur-
rendered in 1977, knowing I would lose my profession as a clergy-
man.  My “coming out” went like this: first I accepted that I am gay, 
then I accepted that it is okay to be gay. Then finally realized I like 

The author and his busband on their  
wedding day. 
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being gay and wouldn’t want to be anything else.  Gay is how I was 
created to be.

I became a television and newspaper news item in Rhode Is-
land (“Prominent Pastor Announces He is Homosexual”).  After 10 
years at that church, I resigned at a church meeting about 10 min-
utes before I would have been asked to. The church had seen me 
through my alcoholism and the separation from my wife, but hav-
ing a gay pastor was too much. Rhode Island became a dead-end 
employment-wise.

I had fallen in love with James, and we drove to from Rhode 
Island to Southern California in 1977, so we both could start over. 
We ended up in Santa Monica, and, after typing all over the city of 
Los Angeles to earn a living, I was promoted to the middle manage-
ment position of a large company – a job I held for 18 years. James 
and I have been together 43 years and got legally married when that 
became possible a few years ago.

When, before James and I moved to California, I went to Hard-
wick to tell my mother everything. She reacted by doing her best 
to see that nobody else in Hardwick would ever find out. “I have to 
live here Robert,” she said.  It seemed clear that she always knew I 
was gay, but, like me, kept it a secret. She kept up the fiction that 
I was still married and still a minister. I told some friends anyway, 
and nobody appeared surprised that I am gay, although somewhat 
surprised that I am alcoholic.  Perhaps out of guilt or because she 
thought I had treated my ex-wife poorly, my mother wanted the 
Hardwick house to be given to my ex-wife after she died. This was 
done and my ex-wife lived in Hardwick for several years, working 
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at the library among other jobs. Eventually, she sold the house and 
moved back to be near her original home.

When I retired from that Los Angeles company in 1997, James 
and I bought a house and moved to Corona, California.  While he 
continued to work for State Fund, a California State company, do-
ing workmen’s compensation, I began my third career: part time 
substance abuse counselor.  After eight years at the first rehab or-
ganization I worked for – religious and conservative – management 
discovered I am gay. The director said, “I understand you’re a prac-
ticing homosexual.”  I wish I’d had my wits about me at the time to 
have said, “After 30 years I’m no longer practicing!”  They fired me. 
I sued them, and we agreed on a financial settlement.  A second 
rehab organization welcomed me, gay and all, partly because they 
had some gay clients; I facilitated a group with them about being 
gay in recovery.

If you, dear reader, like happy endings please keep reading. 
In 1988 I went to Hardwick to be with my mother during her fi-

nal illness. I searched the Vermont directory of meetings for those of 
us in recovery from alcohol and drugs, hoping to find a gay meeting 
to go to. There was one such listed, the only one in Vermont, and 
it took place in Hardwick at the Episcopal Church!  You mean it’s 
okay to be gay in Hardwick?  I was amazed and excited. There were 
more than a dozen gays there, some living in Hardwick, and I was 
fully accepted and supported. I had come full circle in Hardwick – or 
had Hardwick come full circle for me?

After my mother died, I visited Hardwick with James.  He said 
he had always wanted to see the “mighty Lamoille”.  Another time 
we came to Hardwick to experience the autumn foliage and my 
classmate friend, Victor Densmore, arranged for us to gather with 
other local classmates at Claire’s restaurant.  A wonderful, friendly 
evening.  Another full circle.

In 2018, I returned to Hardwick with my daughter for the 65th 
high school reunion of my class of 1953.  Nine of us were present 
out of a class of 24.  Everybody there knew I am gay and clearly 
nobody cared, which would certainly not have been true 65 years 
earlier.  Yet another full circle.

The final full circle is this article you just read.  I’m not in Hard-
wick in person, but with this memoir I have returned one more time 
to my hometown. When our esteemed editor invited me to write 
about growing up gay in Hardwick I immediately agreed. Here it is 
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now in print in a journal about Hardwick’s history. I could not have 
written anything like this 50 years ago nor would such an article 
have appeared, even if there had been a Hardwick Historical Society 
Journal.  

Full circles.  Now it’s okay for me to be “different” and gay in 
Hardwick. Now, hopefully, it’s okay for anyone to be “different” and 
gay in Hardwick. 

Robert Drechsler

1. Ed. Note: see Robert Dreschler, “Four Seasons in Hardwick.” Hardwick Historical Society Journal, Vol. 10 Num-
ber 2 (Fall 2020); 16-21.

2. This is how television first came to Hardwick with the help of George Fogg, an event for someone’s possible 
future article.

3. By the way, although I’m not mentioning any names it is possible someone reading this article might be curious 
and might even figure out who I am writing about. If so, I’m no longer keeping secrets and will gladly answer 
any inquiries.

4. Some people still believe being gay is a choice, a sickness and/or immoral, and a sin.
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Settling a frontier forced each group of new settlers to face the 
the daunting task of creating a new community. Settlers drew on 
traditions from their former homes as well as parameters estab-
lished by the state and federal governments, but, at a practical lev-
el, each new settlement had to build the concept of community for 
itself. 

The Republic of Vermont chartered the Town of Hardwick in 
1781, but people didn’t start moving in until 1790 when the fami-
lies of Mark and Jabin Norris arrived.1 They settled along the Bay-
ley-Hazen military road cut during the Revolutionary War, and they 
called it “The Street” or “Hardwick Street,” giving themselves a sense 
of community like those they had come from. 

Vermont became a state in 1791, a year after Norris brothers 
arrived in Hardwick. They knew they would have to define a local 
government eventually, but that would have to wait until after they 
assured their own survival. Survival on a frontier requires coopera-
tion among neighbors, and the very nature of government makes it 
a contentious enterprise. I suspect early settlers in many commu-
nities dragged their feet before creating a formal government. Five 
years after settling in the area, however, on March 31, 1795, the 
men of Hardwick held a Town Meeting and created a government 
for the Town of Hardwick.

The first Yankee baby, John B. Hardwick Norris, was born in 
September 16, 1792,2 five months after his mother arrived in town. 
Children worked alongside the adults who cleared the land and 
built homesteads. When survival was the issue, formal education 

Brochu Citgo Service
Stick With The Best
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47 Mill St., Hardwick Vt 05843

(802) 472-8282

creatiNG Hardwick’s scHool systeM
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seemed like a luxury. However, in a free-market economy and di-
rect democracy, citizens must know how to read, write, and do the 
arithmetic necessary for honest transactions. So, before they cre-
ated a formal school system, parents endeavored to teach their chil-
dren basic academic skills, perhaps joining with close neighbors in 
the effort.3  The parents had grown up in the New England culture 
that had mandated schools for its children since about 1700. 

A discussion of the role of education in any community at any 
time will cause heated debate featuring fairly predictable perspec-
tives.  Some will argue that education in and of itself creates a richer 
and fuller life – that someone looking at the sky who understands 
– even a little – the complexity of the universe has a greater depth of 

An unidentified district school, c. 1910.  Teacher Anna Spaulding stands 
in the back. No doubt she relied on the older girls in the second row to help 
with the younger children. If you recognize anyone, please let us know.
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appreciation of the sight than someone who knows nothing about 
it. With that in mind, they will argue that everyone should have the 
opportunity to get as much education as they can stand; the whole 
community will benefit from the collective depth of knowledge in its 
population. Others will argue that while all that is probably true, 
expecting the tax payer to fund ‘deeper appreciation’ cuts into the 
economy too much. They hold that public schools should teach 
kids to function in their world and stop there, whether it’s 18th 
century Vermont or 21st century Vermont. That debate appears in 
Vermont’s education laws from the beginning.  

Vermont’s original constitution of 1777 mandated an educa-
tional ladder for the state. Each each town must have at least one 
common school, each county ought to have at least one grammar 
school,4 and the state ought to have at least one university. The edu-
cation ladder envisioned that everyone could learn the basics, those 
who wanted more – and could afford the time and costs – could go 
beyond the basics at a grammar school and a university. Nobody 
thought everyone would climb the entire ladder, but the writers of 
the first constitution thought the state should help make it possible 
without leaving the state – keeping the best and brightest at home. 
Clearly the ‘education as an intrinsic good’ faction won the day.

The constitution required one school district per town, but it 
enabled towns to divide themselves into as many school districts 
“as they shall find convenient.” Each district would have a school 
committee to oversee its activities.5  

The state made periodic adjustments to the education laws. 
Then, as now, funding public schools was both complicated and 
expensive. A 1782 school law required that school districts tax their 
residents – using the town listers’ valuations – for half the cost of 
the school, and then it had options for paying for the other half: 
they could charge a tuition, they could use money received from the 
lease lands in the town, and/or they could levy additional taxes on 
residents. By placing the funding of schools in the districts, not the 
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towns, the 1782 law firmly established the district system.
Vermont’s second constitution, adopted in 1786, removed the 

mandates and merely recommended that “a competent number of 
schools ought to be maintained in each town.”6 While it continued 
the call for a grammar school in each county, it dropped the idea of 
a university.7 We don’t know who argued for those changes in edu-
cational support or why, but it does appear that the ‘just the basics’ 
voices had gained some control.

A law in 1787 gave the power to hire teachers to the school 
districts, not to the town, thus putting all control over schools into 
the hands of district school committees.8 Each district functioned 
as an independent unit with the power to tax its residents to build 
and support school buildings and to pay teachers. Each district 
had a full set of officers: a moderator for school meetings, a clerk 
to keep the records, a collector of its school taxes, and a Prudential 
Committee to manage the school. Each district set its own calendar, 
curriculum, policies, and funding. As a result, schools varied widely 
from district to district within the town.

In 1797, the state passed a comprehensive revision of the school 
law. For the first time, it prescribed a basic curriculum of “English 
reading, writing and arithmetic.” It also required a 2/3 majority of 
district voters to pass a school tax – clearly inserted by those favor-
ing ‘just the basics.’ According to Stone, the 1797 law remained the 
basis of all school law for the bulk of the 19th century.9 

In 1799, with approximately 50 children under the age of 10, 
and another 20 between 10 and 18,10 Hardwick could no longer 
put off the work and expense of creating a school system. Town 
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Meeting on March 20, 1798, made the Selectmen a committee to 
hire a school mistress and voted to fund the schools. In the pro-
cess, the town got defined into four districts. The Eastern District 
included everything east of the River La Moile. The Hazen District 
included the area around Hardwick Street. The Middle District in-
cluded everything not in the Hazen District that lay east of the Cen-
ter Road and the River La Moile, and the Western District included 
everything west of the Center Road to the Wolcott line and from the 
Greensboro line south to the River La Moile, except Enoch Bayley 
and David Philbrook.11 In May, 1799, the voters chose one man 
to represent each district and report to Town Meeting. The Middle 
district called the first school meeting in Hardwick and voted to give 
two months of school and to raise a tax on the grand list for its sup-
port. The town hired its first teacher, Anna Hill, for the summer of 
1800. It put her school in the log cabin owned by Isreal Sanborn for 
the first half of the term and moved her to different log houses for 
the rest of the term.12 

Martin Fuller built the first schoolhouse in the Middle District 
for one hundred sixty-five dollars in tax money, “paid principally in 
cattle and grain.” In 1815, Hardwick had 9 districts with 339 schol-
ars; in 1855, 12 districts with 382 scholars.13

As to curriculum, Stone claimed that “until 1827, the parents 
not only prescribed the text the child should study, but also dic-
tated the class to which the child should be assigned.”14 Any book 
the parents had might serve for teaching reading. Music instruction 
came from hymnals. A published arithmetic text books existed, as 
well as hand-written ‘copy books’ with math problems.15 
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One doesn’t need a lot of imagination to see the problems cre-
ated by having 12 school districts – 12 little towns – within the 36 
square miles Hardwick occupied. Everyone lived in one school dis-
trict and near others. The 1782 act allowed for creating, abolishing, 
and/or merging school districts, and it gave voters of the town the 
power to assign a citizen living in one district to the schools of an-
other district, as in the exception of Bayley and Philbrook from the 
Middle District. That would cause problems later on.

Elizabeth H. Dow

1.  Hardwick, Vermont – 1790 Census. http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vtcbarne/hardwick_1790.
htm 

2.  James B.H. Norris Account Book; 228; James was the son of Nathaniel and Nancy (Chase) Norris. 
James B.H. Norris Account Book; 234.

3.  Mason Stone. History of Education: State of Vermont, (Montpelier: Capital City Press, c.1936); 19.
4. People used the term ‘common school’ to refer to the typical one-room school house. Grammar 

school provided learning beyond the basics taught in common schools – more or less a high school. 
5.  Stone; 22. For the sake of making this article readability, I have not included the myriad changes in 

the makeup of school committees over the decades.
6.  John C. Huden. “Education in the Republic of Vermont”, Vermont School Journal Vol. 8 Issue 3 (Febru-

ary, 1942); 3. 
7.  The State of Vermont chartered the University of Vermont in 1791 as a private university, and it 

remain private until it became Vermont’s Land-Grant college under the Morrill Act of 1862. https://
www.uvm.edu/history_and_traditions viewed 12/23/2020.

8.  Huden. Vol. 8 Issue 3; 3.
9.  Stone, 50-55.
10. Hardwick, Vt. Census – 1800 http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~vtcbarne/hardwick_1800.htm 
11. Apparently no settlers yet lived south of the river below today’s Rt. 15. 
12. Hardwick. Proceedings Book, Volume 1; 12, 13, 23; Abbey Hemenway. “Hardwick,” Vermont Histori  

cal Magazine ; 325-326. Hemenway is wrong on the original four districts. 
13. Hemenway 325-326; Beers Atlas of Hardwick includes the school district lines. F.W. Beers and Associ-

ates. “Hardwick,” County Atlas of Caledonia County, 1875. 
14. Huden. “Origins of School Administration in Vermont” Vermont School Journal Vol. 8, Issue 4 (March 

1942); 8.
15. Huden. Vol. 8 Issue 4; 8.
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Between 1782 and 1892, control of Vermont’s common schools 
lay in the hands of the individual school districts within each town. 
Private academies existed all over the state, and the Vermont con-
stitution encouraged every county to develop a grammar school, 
but all basic education came out of the hundreds of small school 
districts throughout the state. 

The HHS has the Proceedings Book for the Alder Brook Dis-
trict from its creation in 1835 through 1852.1 In the book, District 
Clerks recorded the minutes of the annual and special meetings of 
the district. 

The new district called itself District 12, the Alder Brook School 
District. It served the Alder Brook valley from about halfway be-
tween Town Farm Road and Tucker Brook Road as its northern 
boundary, halfway to Bridgman Hill Road as its eastern boundary, 
the steep side of the hills to its west as the western boundary, and 
the Woodbury line as its southern boundary – a long, fairly narrow 
district.2

The Proceedings Book describes the votes taken to create the 
district, but, unfortunately, it does not contain any points of debate 
as the voters made decisions. 

The Hardwick Selectmen call the legal voters of the Alder Brook 

birtH of a scHool district 

Jackson Bridge School, c. 1950; the schoolhouse for District 6. Note the 

two men working on the roof.
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School District to meet at the home of Luke Goss, on March 12, 
1835 at 2pm. At that meeting, Selectman G. P. Fuller moderated 
the meeting until the voters had organized themselves. After the 
voters chose a moderator and a clerk, they set March 20 as the day 
they would meet to formally organize the new school district.3 Re-
cords of that meeting don’t exist, so it may not have happened. 

Perhaps the residents of the district needed time to sort some 
things out before they could make decisions. We don’t know how 
long the area had had enough population to warrant a school. We 
don’t know who or how long they lobbied for the right to organize. 
We don’t know where their children got their education before they 
had their own school. We don’t know how well the people in the dis-
trict liked and/or trusted each other, or whether they were related 
to each other. We know only that as of  February 1853, they all 
shared some responsibility for a school and that managing it may 
have got off to a rocky start.   

On May 7, 1835, the district voted to hold three months of 
school, starting the last Monday in May, and to raise $25.00 to 
“defray the expenses,” but they decided to “dispense with the build-
ing of a schoolhouse for the present.” They auctioned off boarding4 
the “mistress” to the lowest bidder for 75 cents per week;5 meeting 
adjourned until September.6 We don’t know where the school met.

This new district seems to have had trouble agreeing on a site 
for their school. Wherever they put it, someone would get paid for 
the land the school district took over - a desirable windfall. Further, 
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the location of the schoolhouse had an impact on how much dif-
ficulty children would have getting to it. 

At the next meeting, September 16, 1835, district voters voted 
to build a schoolhouse  “the present season.” They also voted to ask 
the Selectmen to “set a stake” showing where they should build it. 
Having the Selectmen choose the site gave the impression of a dis-
interested decision, and it kept this newly organized voting popula-
tion from fighting over it more than they had. They chose a commit-
tee of three to design the building and to oversee the construction.  
They would use the 1835 Grand List to assess the taxes, and would 
“raise” the money “in one month after the house is finished” – the 
clerk did not record a cost. They also voted to allow the lowest bid-
der to build a 12’ x 20’ woodshed “with suitable posts, poles, and 
boards.” 

Apparently the school didn’t get built; the records don’t say 
why. But, the next spring, on April 3, 1836, the voters again took 
up the question “to see what measures the district will take to erect 
a school house or otherwise furnish a suitable place for the time be-
ing for a school the ensuing season.” They voted to build it “on the 
spot… selected by the Selectmen by the bridge.”7 

In the meantime, they agreed to hold three months of school, 
beginning on the first Monday in June, in the west end of Nathan 
Starkey’s  dwelling; Starkey had offered it as a schoolroom on con-
dition that they make the “needed repairs.” Perhaps that meant the 
conversion from a living space to a teaching space, or perhaps it 
meant that the building needed work; we don’t know.  The voters 
decided to use “publick money”8 to pay for school of  “the present 
season.” 

A1782 school law required that districts raise half the cost of the 
school through taxes. For the other half, they could choose to use 
the income from the school lands, they could charge a tuition, and/
or they could levy additional taxes on district residents. In some 
entries the clerk records a decision to raise an amount of money; 
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in others, the clerk records a decision to use public money. There’s 
a difference in nuance that they understood, but which I haven’t 
figured out, yet. 

At the same meeting, they also agreed that “the mistress” would 
“board around the district with the scholars.” That meant that the 
cost of feeding her and providing her a place to sleep rested on the 
parents of the scholar she stayed with and didn’t become a district 
obligation. 

The Alder Brook District built the school and proceeded to run 
its system with two district meetings per year. Today, we know the 
school as the Jackson Bridge School which sat near the intersec-
tion of Rte 15 and the Craftsbury Road.

Elizabeth H Dow  

1. Originally called District 12, it became District 6 in 1844 when, following a recently passed state law, [Vermont. 
Williams’ Compilation of the Laws of Vermont, 1839-1850 (Montpelier: E.P. Walton & Son, 1851); 145] the 
Selectmen stopped reporting the districts by name and gave each a number. Alder Brook had called itself 
District 12, but it became District 6 because of its population. The Land Rent record book of 1827-1848 
shows that in 1845, Alder Brook District, renamed District 6, had 34 scholars, the 6th largest number of 
scholars in town. Lamoille District (South Hardwick [Hardwick village]), District 1, had 82; Eastern District 
(East Hardwick), District 2, had 70, Middle District, District 3, had 54, and down the line. The smallest, Chase 
District, had 16. 

2. F.W. Beers and Associates. “Hardwick,” County Atlas of Caledonia County, 1875. 
3. Proceedings Book of District 12 and District 6; 4. The book no longer has its pages 1 or 2. 
4. Providing living quarters and meals. 
5. About $22.50 in 2020.
6. Proceedings Book; 5.
7. Proceedings Book; 11-12.
8. Defined as “revenue from the school tax, from the common school lands, and from bequests.” Mason Stone. 

History of Education: State of Vermont, (Montpelier: Capital City Press, c.1936); 93.
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GraNite cuttiNG trivia

We recently received two notebooks kept by Frank Stone, 
lead estimator for the Woodbury Granite Company. Stone start-
ed working for The Company in 1900, and stayed with it until 
1927. Then he went into the coal business in Hardwick.

Paul Wood, our granite industry technical expert, spent sev-
eral hours going over Stone’s notebooks. He passed along some 
tidbits that he found.

Sills of Woodbury Gray took a journeyman cutter on aver-
age 3 hours 28 minutes to complete but 6 hours 36 minutes 
for an apprentice. This justifies the higher pay for a journey-
man.  

A 9½-foot-long Bethel White  lion sculpture took four 
sculptors 126 7/8 man-days to complete.

Column fluting was by far the most time-consuming op-
eration – on one column, fluting took 104 hours 37 minute 
out of a total of manufacturing 172 hours.

Cutters differed in speed of work – two very fast men (McLoy 
and Aho) took only 445 hours to flute a column whereas two 
average men took 540½ hours.   

Column polishing was much more time-consuming than 
turning – for one column, turning took 35½ hours whereas 
polishing took 110 hours.

Quarrying in Bethel was more than twice as costly as quar-
rying in the Woodbury gray quarry – in 1914, the quarrying 
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Woodbury gray cost was 22.6 cents per cubic foot compared 
with 47 cents per cubic foot for quarrying in Bethel.

The Patch [brand] gang saws in Hardwick could accommo-
date very large quarry blocks up to 16’ x 8’ x 9¼’ 

The Patch [brand] lathe in Bethel could swing a column up 
to 30’ long and 6¾’ in diameter. 

Bethel White would be stained by the use of standard Port-
land cement. Special non-staining cements (Atlas White or La-
Farge) were required in setting.
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Hardwick’s MeMorial buildiNG1

 In 1906, members of the Hardwick Grand Army of the Repub-
lic (G.A.R.) and Women’s Relief Corps (W.R.C.)2 decided to raise 
money for a soldier’s monument and by 1908 had raised $200.3 
Later the same year, Dorman Bridgman contributed $1,500 and in 
1909, the town voted an additional $1,500. Some members of the 
G.A.R. wanted a memorial building rather than just a monument 
and a September 1909 town meeting authorized the selectmen to 
procure plans and cost estimates for a memorial building.4

L. C. Pierce, an architect at Woodbury Granite Company 
(W.G.C.), prepared building plans and a watercolor drawing of the 
building exterior which included a pair of columns flanking the 
front entrance. The building was to be 65 feet wide by 60 feet deep 
by 37 feet high. (The actual building size is 56 feet wide by 44 feet 

deep.) The first-floor 
front of the building 
had two wide round-
headed windows. The 
first floor was to house 
the memorial room, 
town and village offic-
es, a court room and a 
bank.5  

On June 12, 1910, 
a town meeting with 
a record-breaking 
500 plus attendees 
approved $13,500 
to erect a memorial 

building. The G.A.R. and W.R.C. were to contribute an additional 
$2,500 with $1,500 going toward the first-floor memorial room 
and memorial tablets and $1,000 going toward the second-floor 
floor rooms to be occupied by the G.A.R. and W.R.C. The whole 
construction was to be overseen by a building committee. George 
Bickford spoke in favor of the building that could permanently 
house the town offices as well as serve as a memorial for Hard-
wick’s fallen soldiers. The building was to be clad with brick or 
some other suitable material and was to located on a Mill Street 
lot.6  At an August 7, 1910 town meeting, the town accepted an 
offer to buy for $2,500 a 162-foot by 108-foot double lot at the cor-

Hardwick’s Memorial Building, 2020.



26

ner of Church and Main Streets owned by George Bickford. This 
lot was considered to be more suitable and more central than the 
Mill Street lot.7 

In early 1911, it was decided to clad the building in granite 
and additional money was voted to construct the columns of 
granite rather than wood.8 By September 7, the stonework was 
nearly completed and the two polished granite columns were on 
the ground ready to be erected. The Gazette also reported that the 
memorial tablets were to be of marble, produced by the Vermont 
Marble Company at a cost of $600, rather than Bethel White gran-
ite at a cost of $800.9 The six-foot-high tablets contain the names 
of 167 Civil War veterans, 81 G.A.R. members, six Revolutionary 
War soldiers, six War of 1812 soldiers and one Mexican War vet-
eran. By September 14, the columns had been erected.10

 Woodbury Gray granite, supplied by the W.G.C., was used for 
building cladding as rock-faced ashlars (square-cut blocks with 
dressed sides) and for the columns. A W.G.C. erection crew under 
the direction of Fred Kempton set the granite ashlars. It’s interest-
ing that the ashlars vary in size from 9½ to 11 inches high and 
12½ to 19 inches wide. The erecting crew sorted the ashlars so all 
the ashlars of a course (horizontal layer) were of the same height 
but varied in width. The courses varied in height. The mortar used 
to lay the ashlars is currently in excellent condition. The Memorial 
Building’s monolithic columns are approximately 17 feet high and 
26 inches in diameter at the base and are of polished granite. The 
pair of columns are backed by a pair of polished granite pilasters 

Memorial Building erection crew possibly with Fred Kempton in a suit in 
the right foreground.
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(rectangular columns 
projecting from a wall) 
with hand-carved ionic 
capitals matching those 
of the columns. 

Frank H. Stone, 
W.G.C.’s plant man-
ager in Hardwick, is 
listed in the U.S. Cen-
sus as a draftsman 
in Somerville, MA, in 
1900, a granite shed 
draftsman in Hard-
wick, VT, in 1910, and 

a mechanical engineer in Hardwick, VT, in 1920. Sometime  
between 1910 and 1914 he was promoted to plant manager.  
Apparently, Stone was W.G.C.’s chief estimator and was involved  
in the important jointing decisions with architects which  
determine the size, shape and number of stones as well as  

the cost of produc-
tion. (Joints are  
the spaces filled with 
mortar between ash-
lars.) Stone’s hand-
book has measured 
draftsmen’s draw-
ings of many different 
granite pieces and the 
associated order num-
bers, manufacturing 
steps and times, as 
well as the names of 
stonecutters, carvers 
and sculptors who did 
the work. Some pages 
included the locations 
and capacities of 
W.G.C.’s various tools 
and machines. The 
handbooks provided 

Granite ashlars showing courses of  
differing heights.

One of Memorial Building’s monolithic granite 

columns backed by a granite pilaster.
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Stone with the reference information he needed to make accurate 
cost and time estimates.

Columns similar to the Memorial Building columns are de-
scribed on a page of the Stone handbooks as W.G.C. order num-
ber 373, placed on September 13, 1915, which consisted of three 
polished columns of Maine – New Hampshire Company green 
granite for the Missouri Capital Building. The columns were 22 
feet, 5 7/8 inches high by 3 feet, 1 inch base diameter, tapering to 
2 feet, 9 inches top diameter. The granite was quarried as a long 
block with square corners. Prior to turning on a lathe, the square 
corners were roughed off by stonecutters to a circular cross sec-

Subscribe online ~ $45 ~ hardwickgazette.com

A page from Frank Stone’s handbooks showing a measured drawing and 

manufacturing times for three columns for the Missouri Capital Building.
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tion within 1 to 1½ inches of the final surface. The average total 
manufacturing time was about 198 hours per column (consisting 
of cutting center holes, cutting in a lathe, centering plates for pol-
ishing, polishing in a lathe, cutting with Carbo, and hand polish-
ing) and W.G.C. charged $1,050 for the three columns or $1.77 
per manufacturing hour. The cost for the Memorial Building col-
umns was probably similar to the $350 cost per column for the 
Missouri Capital Building. The cost of the hand-carved capitals 
was additional. (There is an example of a 2 foot, 1 7/8-inch-high 
capital in the Stone handbooks for a 1 foot, 4-inch diameter col-
umn. It took 27 hours of roughing out by a stonecutter, 130 hours 
of carving and 20 hours of touch up carving.) By 1909, the Memo-
rial Building columns were well within the manufacturing capac-
ity of W.G.C. at Hardwick with a large cutting lathe that could 
swing a column up to 35 feet long and 4 feet in diameter. W.G.C. 
also had two polishing lathes with adequate capacity: 25 feet long 
by 3 feet diameter and 25 feet long by 5 feet diameter.11.

The cutting lathe was important in the finishing of columns, 
balusters, urns, vases, and spheres. Like a common wood lathe, 
the granite lathe had a headstock and tailstock between which 
the stone to be turned was supported and rotated. The headstock 
was driven by a variable-speed pulley cone or set of gears and 
the tailstock was movable along the ways to accommodate stones 
of different lengths. A slower speed was used for the initial rough 
turning. A tool carriage was screw-driven along the entire length 
of the lathe and held a freely-turning 8-inch diameter cutting disc. 
The disc was tempered steel with its working perimeter beveled to a 

CURBSIDE SHOP & COCKTAILS TO-GO

116 GIN LANE
MONTPELIER, VT
BARRHILL.COM

HOURS
SUN�THUR 12�7PM
FRI & SAT 12�8PM
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sharp edge. As the tool carriage moved along the length of the lathe, 
the disc was forced into the stone, crushing and removing granite 
rather than cutting as with a wood or metal lathe. For each pass of 
the tool carriage along the column length, the disc was moved incre-
mentally inward until the desired column diameter was achieved. 
Sometimes a driven Carborundum wheel was mounted on the tool 
carriage for the final cut. Large column lathes were not cheap. F.R. 
Patch Manufacturing Company of Rutland, Vermont advertised a 
heavy granite lathe which could turn a 31-foot long by 108-inch 
diameter stone and cost $35,700 (excluding motors).

The polishing lathe was similar to the cutting lathe except it 
did not require a tool carriage. Initial grinding was performed by 
a series of 3 to 4-inch wide cast iron grinding blocks that rested 
tightly together on top of the turning column. The blocks came in 

WGC’s lathes in Hardwick’s Shed No. 1 with a polishing lathe at the left 

and a cutting lathe on the right.
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contact with about one-quarter of the column circumference and 
were curved according to the desired finished column surface cur-
vature. The blocks were pushed by the column’s rotation against 
a plank behind the lathe and were thus held in position. First 
sand and then emery was shoveled up over the grinding blocks by 
an operator from an abrasive trough under the lathe. The blocks 
were occasionally pushed a distance of half their width along the 
column length to avoid surface rings. When the grinding was 
completed, 8-inch wide cast iron polishing blocks (each weighed 
about 100 lbs. for a 40-inch diameter column and about 50 lbs. 
for a 20-inch diameter column) with felt covered undersides were 
substituted for the grinding blocks and oxide of tin was used as 
an abrasive. Polishing was done at a surface speed of about 240 
surface feet per minute so a 12-inch diameter column was turned 
at about 76 rpm whereas a 36-inch diameter column was turned 
at about 25 rpm.

 Granite had been used for Hardwick’s building foundations, 
steps, sills, and lintels, but surprisingly, the Memorial Building 
is the only Hardwick building clad with the granite, Hardwick’s 
principal product in the early 1900s, that dominated the town’s 
economy and was used to clad major buildings nation-wide.15

Paul Wood
1. See also: The Hardwick Historical Society Journal, Volume 5, Number 3. 
2. Ed. note: The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was an organization for veterans of the Civil War; 

the Womens Relief Corp (WRC) was its ladies’ auxiliary.
3. Ed note: The purchasing value in today’s dollars: $200 = about $5,800; $1,500 = about $44,250;  

$13,500 = about $381,700; $2,500 = about $70,680; $600 = about $17,000; $800 = about 
$22,600; $1,050 = about $28,000; $1.77 = $47.32; $350 = about $9,900; $35,700 = about 
$1,009,300.   “How much is a dollar from the past worth today?” MeasuringWorth, 2020.  www.
measuringworth.com/dollarvaluetoday  viewed 11/29/2020

4. “Town Meeting.” Hardwick Gazette, September 2, 1909; 1.
5. “Memorial Hall Project.” Hardwick Gazette, February 10, 1910; 1.
6. “Record Breaking Town Meeting.” Hardwick Gazette, June 16, 1910; 1.
7. “Memorial Building on Hathaway Corner.”  Hardwick Gazette, August 11, 1910; 1.
8. “Annual Town Business Day.” Hardwick Gazette, March 2, 1911; 1.
9. “Memorial Building Progress.”  Hardwick Gazette, September 7, 1911; 1
10. “Local Lumps.” Hardwick Gazette, September 14, 1911; 5.
11. T. Nelson Dale, The Granites of Vermont (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1909); 
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