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In the Fall 2019 issue of this Journal, we ran a story about 
a January 1943 notice, in French, in the Hardwick Gazette, 
reminding people that they had to pay their poll tax if they 
wanted to vote at Town Meeting. We promised to do some 
research to figure out why someone paid to have it run, and 
then we would report back to you. 

Research so far suggests that it had something to do with 
either voting to sell alcohol in Hardwick or voting for an ad-
ditional Selectmen, as they were called then, but we do not 
have enough time to do a thorough job, and we don’t want 
to run the story prematurely. Rather than hold up this issue 
until we sort it out, we ask your forgiveness and promise that 
we will figure it out and report it to you soon.  

****
As the pictures attest, the Angell Room is done.  Next we 

need to furnish it with lateral files and flat files and shelves 
to hold the collections we’ll store there. By spring we should 
start moving collections into it, and we expect to finish that 
job by the middle of July. Somewhere along there, we will have 
a grand opening and invite everyone to come and see it.

****

Wolcott Street, Hardwick Vermont
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The Gazettes have come home from Wisconsin. Lorraine 
Hussey is now filing them into large archival folders and box-
es so we have access to the real thing again. The Vermont 
State Library tells us that the digital versions won’t go online 
until sometime this spring. 

****
Phil Gaboreaut identified himself as the kid driving the 

tractor in the story about Wapanacki. He also identified his 
father, Adelord Gaboreault, as the man at the back right cor-
ner of the hay wagon, but he did not recognize the young 
man on the back left corner. He guessed it might have been 
a camp counselor accompanying the kids.

****
We will hold our annual St. Patrick Day dinner on March 

14, at the American Legion. Once again, Phil Mercier and 
associates will put together a scrumptious corned beef and 
cabbage dinner with cupcakes for desert. Doors open at 5:00. 
e start serving at 6:00, and we serve until 7:30. Dinners cost 
$12.00 for adults and $6.00 for children. After the meal, we 
have live music for dancing. Y’all come! 

The Publications Committee 

The room within a room. The exte-
rior aisle gives us space to display 

larger artifacts.

The Angell Room interior 
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Barr’s Better Beverages

Eddio Barr, Sr., married to Josephine Comolli of Barre, was a 
blacksmith by trade, but he worked as a granite tool sharpener, 
owned a store, and founded a soda bottling business in Hardwick. 
The Hardwick Gazette of September 8, 1904, reported that Eddio 
Barr bought the W.W. Marshall building at the foot of Plank Hill.1  
He planed to use the ground floor for a store and to live on the 
second floor. 

On June 15, 1909, the Hardwick Gazette reported that Ed 
Barr had received machinery that will allow manufacture of all 
kinds of cooling drinks.  From that small beginning, the business 
grew to become the oldest and biggest bottler in the state of Ver-
mont.2 

On August 4, 1910 the Gazette reported that Ed Barr drives 
his soda cart to Greensboro on Tuesday and Thursdays, having 
installed the manufacturing equipment the previous summer. At 
first he used a horse and wagon, but he upgraded to a Model T 
Ford delivering soda. Pop Barr recalled in an interview that they 
made 56 stops between Hardwick and Morrisville.3 

At first, the Barrs did everything by hand, but as the business 
grew, so did their reliance on machinery. In 1936, the Gazette 
reported that the business had installed new equipment to wash 
and sterilize the glass bottles. The machine stood fourteen feet 
high and could wash up to 70 cases of 24 bottles each (1,680 
bottles) per hour. By then the business employed a half dozen 

The inside of Barr’s Better Beverage bottling works picturing “Pop” and 

Josephine Barr with son and employee Guido, c. 1930. 
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people, and it had an inventory of 3,000-4,000 cases of 24 bottles 
each. The soda sold for a nickle a bottle; the dealer paid 80 cents 
a case for it, making a 50% profit.4 

The rationing of sugar brought on by World War II, 1941-1945, 
caused them to cut back, but after the war business boomed. The 
company never advertised much; instead they relied on word-of-
mouth about a good product. At its peak, the company produced 
15 flavors, but Fruit Bowl, Orange, Cream, and Root Beer sold 
most.5 

Eddio Barr founded Barr’s Bottling Works (advertised as Barr’s 
Better Beverages) in1909; later he changed the name to the Hard-
wick Bottling Works. Eddio died in 1943, but the family carried on 
the business. 

Eddio did more for Hardwick than just make soda. In the 
years from about 1898 to 1910 there existed in Hardwick a group 
of bicycle riders and bicycle racing enthusiasts.  Ed Barr came 
to Hardwick in 1903 and became part of that group that raced 

Archival Quality Containers to Protect  
Your Family Papers 

Now Available at the HHS
All folders @ $.50 ea.

15" x 12" x 10" cartons @ $12.50 ea.
15" x 6" x 10" cartons @ $8.50 ea.

Encapsulation polyester:  
2 mil @ $.85/sheet // 3 mil @ $1.10/sheet

Contact Lorraine Hussey at 472-5903
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locally and in this part of the state.  Among others were Ed Ap-
polt, Perley Shattuck, John R. Stewart, and James H. Clark.  After 
a day’s work they would don their racing togs and take a prac-
tice run of about 21miles via East Hardwick, Hardwick Street, 
Greensboro, Greensboro Bend back to East Hardwick and finally 
back to Hardwick. 

These gentlemen and many other young men helped Ira Shat-
tuck build the Prospect Park6 racetrack and baseball diamond. 
This park was for years the scene of many bike races.

Ed Barr had three sons:  Aguinaldo (Pop), Eddio (Dada) and 
Guido.  Pop worked in the family business for most of his life after 
a brief career as a professional saxophonist in several bands and 
orchestras. He also got involved in the Beagle club. Guido worked 
in the business until he died in 1945. 

 
Hardick Village Market 

75 Mill Street 
Hardwick, VT  05843 

(802) 472-6677 
www.hardwickvillagemarket.com 

Pam & Guy Trag, Owners 
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Hardick Village Market 
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Hardwick, VT  05843 
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Pam & Guy Trag, Owners 

802-472-9100 • Fax 866-450-9747
novt@pdr-usa.net

pauldavisrestorationvermont.com

404 Wolcott Street • Hardwick, VT 05843
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Larry Boisclair worked for BBB through high school, graduat-
ing in 1945. He returned to the plant about 1952 and stayed until 
about 1960.  Wendall Ainsworth worked there part-time about 
1954, when he was in school, then worked there full-time from 
about 1970 until the plant closed in 1980; it was still in the base-
ment of the Barr family home.  

Lorraine Lavertu Hussey, Dolores White Honn, and 
Tom Dunn in 2005 

1. Ed. note: 547 South Main Street
2. Ed Hall. “ ‘Pop’ Barr recalls the soda business.” Clipping from an unidentified newspaper c. 1983.
3. Ibid.
4. “New Machinery Installed” Hardwick Gazette, July 9, 1936; p1.
5. Hall.
6. Ed. Note: A park in the area of Junction Road and the Industrial Park; it no longer exists.

Kimball House
Bed & Breakfast

Sue & Todd Holmes
173 Glenside Avenue, Hardwick, VT 05843

802-472-6228

www.kimballhouse.com ~ info@kimballhouse.com

“A warm and comfortable home in the heart of the Northeast Kingdom”



8

Barr’s soda / Barr’s Better Beverages

Janet Slayton, Hardwick Academy Class of 1958, talked with 
a number of people about their memories of the Hardwick Bever-
age Company aka Barr’s Better Beverage.

Today people drink giant sized containers of soda as much or 
more than they drink water. Decades ago, it was a rare treat to 
consume a 7 ounce bottle of the sweet liquid.  Those living in or 
near Hardwick were lucky to have a manufacturer of soda right 
in that small town from the early 1900s until the late 1970s. 
People from all over central Vermont remember it as being the 
best soda they ever drank, and the memory of orange and fruit 
bowl come to mind for many old enough and fortunate enough to 
have indulged in the delicious delight. There were many flavors 
including golden and pale ginger ale, lemon, lemon/lime, fruit 
bowl, black cherry, cherry blossom, grape, and orange. The only 
flavor that blew up was ginger ale, and only in the plant. It was 
then put in green bottles that proved strong. Wendell Ainsworth 
remembers that Barr’s kept the orange flavor near the front of 
the walk-in cooler because of popularity. That beautiful wooden 
walk-in cooler later made its home in the FJ Houghton1 building 
housing beer for Andy Messier’s Vermont Liquor Outlet store. 

For many of us, soda was special, because we were not al-
lowed to have it except on special occasions. I am not sure of the 
retail price, because my memories were living on Marshall Street 
(Peanut Row in my day) and either returning bottles neighbors 
had donated to us kids or spending our nickle allowance to buy 
a soda. When we returned the bottle for 3 cents, either Eddio, 
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Jr. (Dada) or Aguinaldo (Pop) Barr, being generous people with 
no children of their own to spoil, often gave us a free bottle of 
soda. Of course, we had to leave the precious bottle. In the 1940s 
and 1950s, Guy Guy and Llewellyn Ainsworth from Ainsworth-
town beyond Mackville, as well as others, kept our roads clean 
by picking up bottles. It was estimated that a bottle could be 
used an average of three times before it needed to be replaced; 
replacement bottles cost twelve cents. Wendell Ainsworth be-
lieves that one factor causing the factory to cease bottling was 
that non-returnable bottles replaced returnable ones (for a few 
years).2 Requiring employers of over 3 employees to pay Workers’ 
Compensation may have been another major factor. In Barr’s 
later years of operation, the brothers made mostly ginger ale for 
nearby bars.

Larry Boisclair worked there for 16 or more years, and, since 
he was on salary he was sometimes asked to go hunting by Pop 
to keep his beagles active. Wendell Ainsworth worked there for 8 
or 9 years, and seasonal workers included Stuart Slayton, Doug 
White, Spencer Slayton, Galen Farr, and James Bagley. Spencer 
recalls that it sometimes was a routine boring job, but prank-
sters like Doug would sometimes let a bottle with a fly in it inten-

The inside of Barr’s Better Beverage bottling works picturing employee 

Larry Boisclair (left) and owner Dada Barr (right)  in 1949. 
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tionally slide along the belt on its way to be washed to see Pop 
get riled, possibly chomping on his cigar which was present even 
while he was in the plant. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edio Barr, Sr., owned the business. The actual 
mixing of the various kinds of soda was done by Mrs. (Josephine) 
Barr. The couple’s three sons, Guido and Aquinaldo, (Pop), ran 
the business after Eddio, Sr. died in 1945. When Guido died of a 
brain tumor in 1954, Eddio, Jr., called Dada, was forced to retire 
from his position as one of the original Vermont State Troopers 
to help with the family business. The recipe was SECRET and 
went to the grave with Mrs. Barr, who died when she was over 
90. 

Everything happened at 547 South Main Street. The recipe 
took lots of sugar which was delivered in covered boxcars up to 
1200 pounds at a time, according to Wendell.

Wendell said that Wednesday was bottling day, and Mrs. Barr 
would invite him to join her and the family for lunch – sometimes 
serving rabbit that Wendall had shot. It was well known that 
Mrs. Barr was an excellent cook and good neighbor. She kept a 
spotless house, according to Ann Hodgdon Ainsworth who, in 
Mrs. Barr’s aging years, did cleaning for her. Even though the 
house looks huge,3 a recent owner said, it has only 3 bedrooms. 
Both Dada and Pop had many interests, usually centered on 
hunting, fishing, and music.

Barr’s Soda was delivered locally (Hardwick, Calais, Wood-
bury, Wolcott, Morrisville, Johnson, Hyde Park, Craftsbury, Al-
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bany, Greensboro, Eden, and Barre) by one of the senior employ-
ees. Orleans Candy Company picked up quantities to fill orders 
for the rest of Vermont. Spencer believes they delivered 300 cas-
es a week. As full cases were dropped off, empties were picked 
up. Our son, Raymond, says he remembers wooden cases with 
Barr’s soda in them at a firemen’s picnic at Fred Farr’s camp on 
Lake Elligo.

Many remember going to the plant to buy soda—single bot-
tles or cases. The Hardwick Historical Society has bottles and 
cases to remind you of those old days when soda was not com-
mon and Barr’s was a better beverage!

Janet Slayton

1. Ed. note: Now generally referred to as the Jeudevine Mansion at 64 North Main Street.
2. Ed note: Barr couldn’t afford to convert his equipment to work with the non-returnable bottles.

ClipJointCo.com   (802) 472-3544

P.O. Box 557, Hardwick, Vt 05843
802-472-5721

P.O. Box 129, Stowe, VT 05672
802-253-4855
email: jennifer@stoweinsurance.com

Jennifer bellavance, Insurance Agent

Northeast service Center
Automotive Repair

191 Wolcott St.
P.O.Box 134, Hardwick Vt 
802-472-6605
George Howard
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Barr’s Better Beverage at tHe davis store

The Davis Store on South Main Street had a large refrigerator 
near the meat counter. It was divided into compartments with 
the lower left containing soft drinks—Coca Cola, Moxie, Seven-
Up, Hires Root Beer, Canada Dry Ginger Ale. There was no Doc-
tor Pepper, which was considered a Southern Drink. But most 
of the space was taken up by Barrs Better Beverages-- Lemon, 
Orange, Birch Beer, Cream Soda and Fruit Bowl. Most people 
preferred the Fruit Bowl, but Cream Soda was my favorite. These 
were all small bottles. The big bottles were kept in another com-
partment. On warm days children and adults would come into 
the store and head for the refrigerator. Almost everyone chose 
the Barr Sodas. They would pull out a bottle, remove the cap 
using an opener on the wall, and drink directly from the bottle. I 
don’t remember any one using a straw.  

 Because the Barr bottling works was located half way 
down Plank Hill, only a short distance from the store, Acquanel-
do “Pop” Barr often delivered cases of soda himself. He was a big 
man with a big voice and an infectious laugh. When he entered a 
room he filled it.  He called my father “Skip,” his high school nick 
name, and he called me “Skip Jr.”  He had a nick name for nearly 
everyone. He usually chewed on an unlit cigar. I never remember 
him drinking his own soda. 

 When I was about twelve, 1942 one of my tasks at the 
store on Saturday morning was to place the empty Barr bottles 
into the wooden cases so they could be returned to the bottling 
works, washed, and refilled. We always had more empties than 
bottles sold, because all the children in the neighborhood scoured 
the trash and the roadsides looking for bottles that they could re-
deem for the two cent deposit. They would trade the empty Barr’s 
bottle for two cents worth of candy.

Allen F. Davis

Life. Money. Let’s make the most of both.

cbna.com

84 VT Route 15 West, Hardwick 
802-472-6556

Equal Housing Lender  |   Member FDIC
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ProHiBitioN iN Hardwick 

In 1853, Vermont followed Maine in passing state-wide pro-
hibition laws to end the sale and abuse of alcohol. The law pro-
vided that liquor could be sold by appointed town officials for 
“medicinal, chemical and mechanical purposes only.”1 Despite 
the laws, however, the state never managed to control the con-
sumption of alcohol effectively. The laws never won broad popu-
lar support, and, without a state police force, law enforcement 
relied on town constables and county sheriffs.2 

The statewide prohibition ended in 1903, replaced by local 
option laws which enabled each town to decide whether to allow 
the sale of alcohol within its borders.  “Dry towns,” while few in 
number, maintained their prohibition laws to the end of national 
Prohibition in 1933.3 

Hardwick virtually always voted to remain a dry town. Except 
for a few months in 1902, Hardwick allowed no sale of alcohol 
between 1853 and1933. Voting records on prohibition issues 
show that Hardwick supported prohibition candidates and po-
sitions more than the rest of Caledonia County, itself a strong-
hold for prohibition. That suggests that the steadfast support for 
prohibition had some connection to the generally held prejudice 
toward Italians and a fear of the damage drunken granite work-
ers might cause.4

Elizabeth H Dow 

1. Ethan Bakuli. “100 years ago, a federal law was passed to enforce Prohibition. How did Vermont fare?” 
Burlington Free Press, October 29, 2019.

2. John J. Duffy, Samuel B. Hand, and Ralph H. Orth, eds. The Vermont Encyclopedia, (Hanover: University 
Press of New England, 2003) 242-243.

3. Bakuli.
4. Elizabeth H. Dow. Hardwick on the Map, 1895-1920, (Master’s Thesis UVM, 1985);95; for more on the 

generally held prejudice toward Italians, see Elizabeth H. Dow, “How did Americans view immigrants?” 
Hardwick Historical Society Journal, vol. 6 #4; 11-17.

Brochu Citgo Service
Stick With The Best

Richard brochu, owner
47 Mill St., Hardwick Vt 05843

(802) 472-8282
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BootleggiNg iN Hardwick

When the June 15, 1909, Hardwick Gazette announced that 
Eddio Barr had received machinery for manufacturing cooling 
drinks, it was not announcing his first efforts in the refreshment 
business. Barr had lots of experience with bottling refreshments – 
some of it unpleasant. 

In December 1, 1908, Robert W. Simonds became the Prosecut-
ing Attorney for Caledonia County, and he set about enforcing the 
laws against making or holding alcoholic beverages for sale or dis-
tribution, and Hardwick had such a law.1 

Accordingly, on January, 20, 1909, Caledonia County Sher-
iff George F.  Winch, armed with 14 search warrants, raided 13 
homes. The raid, deemed by the St. Johnsbury paper as “the most 
successful ever conducted in the state,” confiscated goods from 12 
of the homes, including Barr’s. The sheriff’s men collected 3,000 
gallons of liquor which they put on a train to St. Johnsbury along 
with those they had arrested: Jim Carrerria, George Daniels,  Mrs. 
M. Ambrosinni, Francesco Vovala, Rosa Bardelli, Elizabeth Rossi, 
Wilson Hopkins, W.E. Hopkins, Elizabeth Wheeler, Charles Croce, 
Eddio Barr, and Charles Bianchi.2 

Hay’s Service Station, Inc.
Phone: 802-472-5922

Mill Street
P.O. Box 432

Hardwick, VT 05843
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George Daniels, owner of the Hardwick Inn, pled guilty to two 
counts of selling alcohol and paid a fine of $600 plus the cost of 
persecution. Mrs. M. Ambrosini and Rosa Bardelli each pled guilty 
to one count and paid $300 fines plus costs.3 

Eddio Barr objected to the charges against him. He filed an affi-
davit claiming that the liquor seized at his place had come from the 
brewers in Italy to the Italian community in Hardwick for use at a 
donation party for the relief of earthquake victims,4 an explanation 
with some credibility. 

Southern Italy had suffered a massive earthquake on Monday, 
December 28, 1908. The quake and its hundreds of aftershocks 
killed 75,000 people and destroyed 91% of the buildings in Messi-
na.5 Further, while Messina appears to have suffered the most as a 
single community, contemporary reports estimated the total num-
ber of deaths in the earthquake zone in southern Italy at 165,850. 
Organizations in Italy and in Italian communities in the US had be-
gun organizing donation campaigns for the relief of earthquake vic-
tims.6 A story in a Barre newspaper in early January reported that 
contributions from the US amounted to $600,000 at that time.7  

Barr’s case went to court, and in early July, the court found him 
guilty of “keeping [alcohol] with the intent to sell”.8 

Winch conducted another raid on July 3, taking nearly 30 dep-
uties into the Italian section of Hardwick. The raiders left St. Johns-
bury by train at 4:00 AM and raided 14 homes, making seizures in 
nine of them, including in Eddio Barr’s. The sheriff’s men collected 
500 gallons of strong drink, including “lager beer, ale, whiskey, gin, 
and an Italian drink called grappa”9 
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Along with Barr, the sheriff arrested Mary Constantino, Car-
mello Constantino, Melia Cordella, D. Pisanni, Francesco Vavala,10 
Andria Gidule,  Michnel Allegra, Mrs. T. Rossi, Julia Lavarina, Mrs. 
Peter Petrola, G. Albertina, Mary Rossi, Frank Marra, G. Ceruti, and 
Petrina Gallia. After arraignment the following Saturday, most went 
home on bale of $300-$500. Eddio was fined $300.11

1. “A wholesale raid” The St. Johnsbury Caledonian, January 27, 1909; 4.
2. Ibid.
3. “Caledonia County Court” The St. Johnsbury Caledonian, February 3, 1909; 1. The fines amount to 

about $17,000 and $8,500 respectively in 2020 dollars.
4. “County Court.” Hardwick Gazette, January 28, 1909; 1.
5. ”1908 Messina Earthquake.” Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1908_Messina_earthquake. 

Viewed 2/16/2020.
6. The day after the earthquake, the Pope announced the formation of a relief fund, pledging $200,000 

to start it. “100,000 victims of earthquake.” Burlington Free Press, December 31, 1908; 6; Count Mas-
siglia, the Italian consul general in New York, called for relief funds to support the Italian Red Cross. 
“Italians in distress,” Burlington Free Press, December 31, 1908; 6.

7. “Again in Messina” Barre Daily Times, January 8, 1909; 2.
8. “Caledonia County Court” The St. Johnsbury Caledonian, July 7, 1909; 4.
9. “An early morning raid.” The St. Johnsbury Caledonian, July 7, 1909; 1. Grappa is an Italian grape 

brandy of 70 to 120 proof.
10. Probably the Francesco Vovala arrested in the January raid.
11. “Caledonia County Court” The St. Johnsbury Caledonian, July 14, 1909; 1.
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Mystery Houses

Mystery House 201

Nearly as soon as the previous issue hit the mailbox, Mary 
Jean Hill, of East Hardwick, called to identify Mystery Kid #2 
as Gregory (Pete) Cook. Renaud Demers called with the same 
answer, as did Mario Fradette. Mary Brochu identified Mystery 
Kid #1 as Keith Brochu.  

In 1977, the Gazette identified Mystery House 201 as the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Symond, but did not give its location. 
Can you? We have no information about Mystery House 202.

 

Mystery House 202
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casH aNd credit

The Davis Store on South Main Street in Hardwick was in 
business from 1902 to 1968. It was first The C. F. Davis De-
partment Store, then C. F. Davis and Son, and finally the H. F. 
Davis Store.  When my father, Harold F. Davis, owned the store 
in the 30s, 40s and 50s he did something that no other grocery 
store in town did—he gave credit. 

The pictured document, surviving from the 50s, was used  
to record the credit transactions. One of the clerks inserted  
carbon paper between the pages, which came in tablets  
of fifty double sheets measuring 3 ¼ by 5 ¼ inches. The 
clerk carefully listed each item with the price, and a total at  
the bottom of the page. He gave the carbon copy to the cus-
tomer and filed the original in a metal file cabinet. The receipts 
were arranged alphabetically, placed in a slot and kept in place 
with a spring clamp. At the end of the month the receipts were 
added up and the customer was presented with a bill. 

Most people paid on a 
monthly basis, but some 
credit balances went on 
for years. These balances 
actually represented an 
interest-free loan, but 
they also assured that the 
customer would continue 
to shop at the Davis Store.  
My father knew ev-
ery family that received 
credit. Some years 
ago one of the neigh-
bors in the South End  
of town said to me: “ Your  
father carried my 
family for three years dur-
ing the Depression when 
we were unable to pay, 
but I am proud to say 
that eventually we paid 
back every penny.” Some-
times a family moved out A credit slip Original copy  

which Davis kept.
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of town and a relative paid 
the bill, or a customer died 
and a son or daughter took 
charge of the account. It 
was a system that worked 
because Hardwick was a 
small town. Only rarely did 
a check bounce.

Most of the transactions 
at the Davis Store, that was 
always more than a grocery 
store, were in cash, whether 
it was a penny for a piece 
of candy or $2.95 for a pair 
of shoes. In the days before 
calculators and scanners, 
my father would add up a 
list of items on a paper bag 
using a pencil. He checked 
his addition by adding the 
column of numbers both up 
and down. Cash was most 
common and many who 
grew up in the South End of 

town recall fondly being given a cent or two to spend on candy at 
the store. Still, credit was an important part of the business.

andrea Gilbert, D.V.m
802-472-8400

www.hardwickvet.com

64 N. Main St. PO Box 760
Hardwick, VT 05843

All are welcome!

buffalo mountain 
Coop & Cafe

472-6020
Mon-Fri 8-7, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-6

Main Street Hardwick
 Celebrating over 40 Years!

A credit slip Duplicate copy which he 
gave to the customer.
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Family Owned

This surviving H. F. Davis receipt is labeled “Red and White,” 
which is the name of the wholesale grocer that operated some-
thing like a co-op. Nationwide and the Independent Grocers’ 
Alliance (I.G.A.) were other similar wholesalers. Members could 
buy the Red and White brands that were less expensive than 
national brands such as Heinz, Kraft, Maxwell House or Del 
Monte. This helped the independent store to compete with the 
chain stores—A&P, Grand Union and First National-- some-
what, but the independents could not really compete with the 
chain stores on price. The chain stores had the advantage of 
scale. They could buy in huge quantities and offer specials at 
below cost. The independent store could compete by offering 
superior quality and service. The Davis Store offered delivery, 
and it gave credit.

 The Davis Store bought from Red and White or Nation-
wide, but also from many other wholesalers who sold meat, 
shoes, dry goods, hardware and other items. Sometimes, espe-
cially in the morning, several trucks were parked in front of the 
store. In the winter a large space had to be cleared of snow. Oc-
casionally a box or two would come by train. When my grandfa-
ther bought the store in 1902 all wholesale items came by train 
and were picked up at the depot with a horse-drawn wagon. No 
matter how the boxes and bags arrived, the wholesaler always 
demanded payment on delivery.

 General stores in the mid-nineteenth century gave credit 
and they traded produce or labor for groceries and dry goods. 
The accounts were kept in large and cumbersome ledgers. This 
receipt from the H. F. Davis Store represents a middle stage in 
credit sales between nineteenth century ledgers, twentieth cen-
tury credit cards, and the contemporary iPhone app. It reminds 
us of another age of buying and selling, of cash and credit.

Allen F. Davis
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storekeePer as BaNker

In 1988, I accepted a two-year position to catalog the manu-
script collection at the Sheldon Museum in Middlebury. For about 
a year of my time there, I wrote a weekly column for the Addison 
County Independent newspaper. Allen Davis’ piece reminded me 
of one of the columns that touched on a topic which applies to 
Hardwick as much as to Middlebury – the storekeeper as banker. 
The HHS holds a dozen or so ledgers like those that Allen Davis 
described, including those kept by the firm of Holton and Jude-
vine/Jeudevine.1 We do not have a collection of notes to the mer-
chant that flesh out the ledger entries, so I’m including a modified 
version of my “Addie Indy” article.  

Today, when we make a purchase, we can pay cash, write 
a check, get an instant loan from a bank by presenting a cred-
it card, or we use an app on our mobile phone. Before 1850, 
when people needed credit, they asked the storekeeper to give 
it to them. They expected to repay through some sort of barter 
or exchange, because, before the 1848 California Gold Rush, 
cash was scarce, and checking accounts, bank cards, and apps 
didn’t exist. 

Hardwick’s Cloverdale Store in 1928, a general store similar to the Davis Store. 
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In the mid-1840s Harmon Sheldon, the older brother of Shel-
don Museum founder Henry Sheldon, owned a general store with 
a partner named Brown. In the Sheldon and Brown collection, I 
discovered a large cache of little pieces of paper which illustrate a 
system of exchange in the Addison County area, and undoubtedly 
the rest of the state, showing how the storekeeper filled a quasi-
banking role.  He extended credit to community members, and they 
used their credit to pay off financial obligations. The simplest form 
of credit note is the first example:2

Mr. Brown & Sheldon
Sir pleas to pay Mr. Donley out of your store in goods & charge 

to my account the same five dollars & sixty two cents.  
Samuel Sargeant  
In other words, ‘Please sell Mr. Donley $5.62 in goods and 

charge them to me.’ Samuel Sargeant owed Mr. Donely and had no 
cash and nothing to barter. As payment, he used his credit at Shel-
don and Brown to settle the debt, and he wrote a very specific note 
about who, Mr. Donely, should receive the benefit of his credit. 

Another type of note hints at modern checking accounts. The 
debtor would authorize a charge to a  specific person or to whom-
ever presented the note (the bearer). 

Middlebury Nov 28th 1843
Messrs Brown and Sheldon: Please pay Miss Lydia Sawyer or 

bearer two dollars and a half in goods out of your store and charge 
the same to me.  

Harry Abbey

Subscribe online, $30 • hardwickgazette.com
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By writing the note this way, Mr. Abbey has given Miss Saw-
yer the option of choosing goods for herself or of passing the 
note along to someone to whom she owes a debt.

In another kind of note, the debtor could even write the note 
to the bearer, ignoring all details about who earned it in the first 
place.

“Mr. Brown please pay the barer 50 cts in goods out store. 
obledge me  Samuel DeAcosta”

Writing a note to the bearer had two specific risks. First, 
someone who lost the note could not prove ownership if some-
one else found and used it. Second, everyone wrote these notes 
by hand on small scraps of paper; losing them or forging them 
could happen fairly easily. 

The examples above make no mention of how Sheldon and 
Brown can expect to get paid. Some notes, however, explained 
the payment method.

“Mr Sheldon, sir, I should like to get one yard of black fac-
ing and twelve black covered buttons and six small buttons and 
pay you in corn as quick as it get dry enough to. Will charge the 
same to Widow Matilda Thomas.  Jefferson Thomas”

We do not know where Jefferson Thomas got the authority 
to charge debts to the Widow Thomas’ account, but in a small 
community the store keeper would know. The storekeeper would 
also know whether Jefferson Thomas had corn to pay him back 
with, as soon as it dried.

Other note writers separated the credit statement from the 
promise to pay. 
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“Mr Sheldon sir pay the bearer one dollar and fifty cts in 
goods at your store and oblige yours Waldo Olmstead  East 
Middy Sept 20.

I will send you another load of dry wood for the iO. WO”
The word “another” indicates that Mr. Sheldon and Mr. Ol-

mstead have done this sort of deal before, and both know what 
constitutes $1.50 worth of dry wood.

Through receipt of home manufactured goods (like butter) 
or harvested goods (dried corn and wood) to sell to others in the 
region or to the external city market, the merchant stocked his 
shelves (butter and corn) and took care of his overhead (wood) 
with little use of cash. 

In New England, most heads of households kept a ledger in 
which all work and exchanged commodities were given a cash 
value which could be applied to work or trade at a later date. 
Farmer A might help farmer B with some fence building and as-
cribe a value of a dollar to the work. When he needed help fixing 
a roof, farmer A would feel free to call on farmer B to help, for a 
dollar’s worth of work, or he might just ask for a dollar’s worth 
of fire wood or a dollar’s worth of credit at the store.

The system required an educated population which could 
read and write notes and keep accounts – thus the New Eng-
land’s insistence on public schools teaching reading, ‘riting, and 
‘rithmatic. The population also needed to share a common as-
sessment of the value of work and goods.

1784 East Craftsbury Road, Craftsbury VT 05826
(802) 586-2414~www.craftsburycommunitycarecenter.org

Email: ccccenter@myfairpoint.net

Our mission is to provide a 
caring, homelike, affordable 
residence for seniors in a 

setting that encourages 
independence, activities and 

involvement with families, 
friends and the larger 

community. 
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By 1850, gold from California had entered the economic 
pipeline, and by 1862 Harmon was so thoroughly used to hav-
ing a set medium of exchange (like cash) that, when cash be-
came scarce during the Civil War, he had paper money, called 
scrip, printed in 8, 10, and 25 cent bills. While not legal tender, 
if people trusted Harmon Sheldon to redeem the value of each 
bill, they would use it like government-issued money—and they 
did. With his scrip Sheldon could pay for his wood or dried corn, 
or he could make up the difference in the price of wood and the 
value of the goods the woodcutter chose. His customers could 
use the Sheldon scrip as a medium of exchange like coins. An-
other way the storekeeper assumed a banking function in the 
community.

Elizabeth H. Dow

1. “As Town Clerk in the mid-19th century, Alden spelled it both ways.
2. I’ve reproduced all examples as originally written, except that I’ve added modern punctuation.

The 
Village 

Restaurant
Home Cooking at Its Best...

74 South Main Street • Hardwick, Vt 05843

802-472-5701
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wasHiNgtoN’s BirtHday, 1920. 
In 1920, Washington’s Birthday, February 22, fell on a 

Sunday.  All across the nation, posts of the newly formed 
American Legion, including Hardwick Post No. 52,1  served as 
masters of ceremony for an occasion during which the French 
government “paid homage to the American dead”.2   Both the  
French and the Americans saw a parallel between the role 
the Marquis de Lafayette played in working with Washington 
to win our own war for independence and the role US forces 
played in supporting the French to win World War I. For ex-
ample, Colonel Charles E. Stanton, nephew of Abraham Lin-
coln’s Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton, while serving as 
aide to General John J. Pershing, Commander of the Ameri-
can Expeditionary Forces, visited Lafayette’s tomb on July 
4, 1917, and, according to Pershing, said, “Lafayette, nous 
voilà” (“Lafayette, we are here!”).3

The Gazette announced that relatives of “all men who left 
this vicinity and died in the service of the United States gov-
ernment, or in the service of any of the allied governments”4 

were invited to gather at the Memorial Building at 2:30 to 
march to the Opera House for the commemoration ceremo-
ny.5 The Post also extended an invitation to “patriotic orders 
in Hardwick and vicinity” to attend the memorial service, in 
uniform, and sit with the Post; the invitation included the 
YMCA, Knights of Columbus, and Red Cross.6 

About 30 veterans, 20 members of the Woman’s Relief 
Corps,7 and 22 Boy Scouts marched to the Opera House. 
About 300 people greeted them there for the ceremony. Bun-
ting and small flags decorated the balcony. A large American 
flag and pictures of George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, 
and Woodrow Wilson stood on either side of the large white 
placard with 10 gold stars which occupied the middle and 
represented the 10 soldiers and sailors being honored. Fami-
lies of the fallen sat in reserved seats in the front row.   

The service featured much patriotic music by the Boy 
Scout orchestra and many rousing patriotic speeches by lo-
cal ministers and other civic leaders. At the mid-point, the 
Post commander, representing the French government, called 
gold-star families to the stage to receive a certificate from the 
French government “to show the appreciation of the people 
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of France for the timely assistance rendered by American sol-
diers...when their national existence was threatened.”8 

Along with honoring the dead, the ceremony served to 
introduce the new veteran’s organization to the community. 
The Post Commander of the Legion spoke to the attendees, 
“outlining the aims and ambitions … [and] what it stands 
for.”9 Speakers gave a nod to the “boys of ‘61,” but the focus 
had now shifted from the Civil War veterans to the World War 
I generation.

Elizabeth H. Dow

1. The American Legion was founded on March 15, 1919, at the American Club near Place de la 
Concorde in Paris, France, by members of the American Expeditionary Forces. It was chartered 
on September 16, 1919, by the U.S. Congress.

2. “Relatives of Dead Receive Certificates,” Hardwick Gazette, February 26, 1920; 1.
3. “Charles E. Stanton.” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_E._Stanton. Viewed 2/20/2020
4. “Hardwick Post to Hold Memorial Service.” Hardwick Gazette, February 19, 1920; 1.
5. Now called the Town House.
6. “Hardwick Post....”
7. The women’s auxiliary of the Civil War veterans’ organization, the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Presumably Hardwick did not yet have a chapter of the Women’s Auxiliary to the American 
Legion.

8. “Hardwick Post....”
9. “Relatives of Dead....”
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