
The Hardwick 
Historical Society

Journal
Vol. 8 Issue 4 Spring 2019 

Encouraging a Sense of Community

Lorraine Hussey adds her hand print to the new sidewalk 
outside Racette’s, her store, 1985.



2

Hardwick Historical society News

Officers: Elizabeth Dow, President; empty, Vice President, Norma Spaulding, 
Secretary; Mary Jane Fradette, Treasurer
Trustees: Shari Cornish, Susan Earle, Taylor Meyer, Kris Lance, 
Tracy Martin.

P.O. Box 177 • Hardwick, Vt  05843 
Contact: Lorraine Hussey

802.472.5903
Elizabeth Dow 802.472.6424

The Hardwick Historical Society

If this issue seems to follow the previous one in less time than 
usual, your perception does not deceive you. We’re working to get 
these issues onto a more timely schedule: the spring issue should 
arrive in the spring.

This issue focuses on the women with businesses on Main 
Street in the late 20th century. Some of us find it strains our cre-
dulity to realize that the 1980s came to a close about 30 years ago 
and that what happened then is genuinely history; somehow, 80s 
don’t seem so long ago. Fortunately, Kathleen Hemmens knew 
differently.

The corned beef and cabbage dinner has come and gone. Though 
we didn’t have the sell-out crowd this year that we had last, every-
one had a good time, and we made over $1000.  Thanks to all of 
you who supported us. 

While the Depot doesn’t open to the public during the winter, the 
work of organizing the collections continues. Lorraine Hussey and 
Janet Slayton have devoted themselves to the remainder of the 
Gazette picture collections. Elizabeth Dow has made progress in 
processing the collection of manuscript materials Ray Small at the 
Gazette allowed us to take. Mostly background material for stories 
that appeared in the paper, the collection covers a wide variety of 
topics significant to the 1970s through the early 2000s. 

Finally, a project to save the contents of the early Hardwick 
Gazettes has come together. Here’s the background: During the 
1970s – 1990s, the National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) made a concerted effort to microfilm all the newspapers in 
the United States. For whatever reason, the NEH missed the first 
22 years of the Hardwick Gazette, i.e., 1897 through 1919. The 
Gazette offices contain one bound set of the papers, including the 
1897 and 1898 volumes. The HHS has another set, beginning in 
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1899. These are the ONLY TWO sets of those papers in existence, 
and the paper is old and brown and brittle; it flecks off pieces 
at the slightest touch. Because the newsprint contains so much 
acid, it will slowly burn itself up, and we can’t stop it. We can only 
copy the contents to some archival  medium like microfilm. We 
know microfilm will last hundreds of year, and that someone who 
wants to read it needs only a magnifier and light to do so. But we 
also know that microfilm takes a lot of patience to use, and that a 
researcher has to go to it to use it, making it fairly inaccessible.

Thanks to a generous donation from a member, the HHS is 
working with Northern Micrographics, in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, to 
get the papers both microfilmed and digitized so we have both ar-
chival-quality copies for storage and digital copies for dissemina-
tion. We’re also working with the Vermont State Library (VSL) as 
a place to store them. The VSL has a site on Newspapers.com on 
which it will mount the digital versions, making them free to Ver-
monters forever. It will also add the master copy of the microfilm 
to its collection of microfilmed newspapers, and it will maintain 
a public-use copy. Because the VSL will handle storage and ac-
cess to both non-paper versions, the HHS does not need to invest 
in the technology or personnel to do that; we’re grateful. We look 
forward to telling you how to access both versions.

Publications Committee

correctioNs

The Winter 2019 issue of the Journal contained several errors 
that Lorraine Hussey pointed out to me. It's embarrassing to make 
the errors, but good to have an opportunity to correct them. 

First, p. 24, the volunteer discovered the census in 2014, not 
1914. 

Second, p. 26, Marguerite Dewar admonished us to be careful 
who we marry, not Marguerite Demar.  

Third, p. 26, Marguerite's expression of fidelity got cut off by 
the Paul Davis ad. It should read: “Yours till the // undertaker // 
undertakes to // take you under.” 

Fourth, p. 25, Barbara Fontaine, Esther Fontaine's daughter-in-
law, pointed out that Esther was born in 1926, not 1924. While 
Esther had typhoid fever, it did not cost her a year of school as I 
had heard.

Elizabeth H. Dow 
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Sometime in the 1940s, the members of the United Church in 
Hardwick decided they wanted to have chimes sounding out of 
their church steeple. They contracted with a carillon company, and 
the chimes were installed. 

(The United Church is called that because it was a union of three 
Protestant denominations: Methodist, Baptist, and Congregational. 
The current Masonic Temple on Church Street was originally 
the Methodist Church. The original Baptist was located on Main 
Street between Spring and Summer Streets.1 The United Church 
building, originally the Congregational Church, is located on Main 
Street across from where the Catholic Church was once located 
before that building burnt.2 The United Church building has also 
had a fire.3)

No real bells were put in the steeple of the United Church. The 
installation included a turntable which turned at 78 revolutions per 
minute, an amplifier next to the turntable, and speakers installed 
in the steeple. The carillon company provided records, including 
recordings of chimes. The company also provided recordings of 
soloists singing hymns. The equipment was located in a small closet 
inside the church building.

There was nothing automatic about it. Somebody had to be 
there to turn on the amplifier and turntable, put a record on the 

cHimes aNd BiNg crosBy iN Hardwick
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turntable, and put the tone arm, with a good needle, onto the record. 
Recordings of chimes or soloists were played prior to morning 
services on Sundays and at 6:00pm daily.

One of the speakers originally faced the Catholic Church, and they 
asked, politely, if that speaker could please be faced in a different 
direction so as not to disturb their service. This was done.

Somebody needed to show up at 6:00pm every day to play the 
records. I was asked and agreed to do this voluntarily. I don’t recall 
the exact year; probably around 1950 when I started high school.

I showed up faithfully and played chimes and sometimes the 
soloist recordings. Somewhere along the way, I got the idea of 
turning what was played every evening into a sort of concert. I 
decided I didn’t have to use only the available records – I could play 
my own records. I had been an avid record collector for years.  

This is when Bing Crosby comes into the picture. The village 
was covered with snow. It’s 6:00pm, and Christmas music seems 
appropriate. I put on the turntable my records of Bing Crosby 
singing Christmas carols. His voice can be heard throughout the 
village.

I repeated this night after night. Once someone drove up to the 
church and complained. I won’t use his language. Let’s just say it 
was along the lines of, “You’ve got to be kidding!”

If nobody else appreciated it, I certainly did. I still recall very 
cold and still nights in December when the booming voice of Bing 
Crosby echoed throughout the mountains and hills of Hardwick. I 
experienced it all in awe.

Robert Drechsler
1. Ed. Note: Site of the current Hardwick Bible Baptist Church, at 296 South 

Main.
2. Ed. Note: The church suffered a fire in October, 1974.

3. Ed. Note: It burned in January, 1975.

Archival Quality Containers to Protect  
Your Family Papers 

Now Available at the HHS
All folders @ $.50 ea.

15" x 12" x 10" cartons @ $12.50 ea.
15" x 6" x 10" cartons @ $8.50 ea.

Encapsulation polyester:  
2 mil @ $.85/sheet // 3 mil @ $1.10/sheet

Contact Lorraine Hussey at 472-5903
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If you shopped on Hardwick’s Main Street any time between 
the late 1960”s and the late 1990’s, many of your needs 
would have been met by three retail establishments—all 
managed successfully by three intrepid women—Lorraine 
Hussey, Jane Johns and Nancy Stevens.  As young women 
with little or no retail training or experience, they took over 
or started businesses well before the upsurge of women in 
the workforce. Lorraine, Jane, and Nancy satisfied the needs 
of Hardwickians for men’s and women’s clothing, shoes, 
boots, hunting gear, sewing materials, prom dresses, Easter 
hats, and last but by no means least, bouquets for wedding 
anniversaries and plants for local gardens.  Although these 
three women were not the first (nor would they be the last) 
to run shops in downtown Hardwick, they were in business 
during a particularly tumultuous time in local history.

The decades from the 1960’s to the turn of the century 
brought significant cultural, economic, and demographic 
changes to Hardwick and the surrounding area and challenged 
the three retailers in ways they could not have anticipated.   

maiN street memories:  
tHree BusiNesswomeN of Hardwick

Nancy Hill Stevens, Betty O’Malley, and Lorraine Hussey have supper 
with an unidentified colleague at MerLu’s Restaurant, c. 1980.
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When they opened their businesses in the 60’s and early 70’s, 
Hardwick had a reputation as a rough town, and all three 
endured episodes of vandalism and street fighting that law 
enforcement seemed unable to control.  During those early 
years, Hardwick also experienced an influx of youthful back-
to-the landers and Hippies, who bought up surrounding farms 
and later started a Co-Op grocery store that is an anchor on 
Main Street to this day.  Hardwick village consolidated with 
the outlying town, bringing Hardwick village, town, and E. 
Hardwick under one Select Board; significant infrastructure 
improvements in the downtown caused major disruption to 
the merchants, as the sidewalks and streets were dug up 
to replace sewer pipes.  Later, a bridge reconstruction over 
the Lamoille next to the Hardwick Inn made access to Main 
Street difficult.  Technological innovations made adaptation 
necessary, as banks introduced credit cards in the 70’s and 
did away with charge accounts—much to Lorraine and Nancy’s 
relief.  Other innovations, like bar codes, were less welcome, 
and the advent of big box stores and on-line purchasing were 
the developments at the end of the 20th century that caused 
Nancy, Jane, and Lorraine to finally throw in the towel and 
retire from the businesses they had run successfully for so 
many years.

Kathleen Hemmens
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Lorraine Hussey was the first of the three women profiled here to 
appear on Main Street as a business owner, purchasing Racette’s 
Dress Shop in 1963, succeeding Mrs. Lilla Racette, also a success-
ful retailer. The business was located where the Clip Joint is now, 
but Lorraine moved in 1966 to the Bemis Block where she operated 
her store until she retired 30 years later in 1994.  

When Lorraine took over Mrs. Racette’s business, she had not 
worked since 1953, having married and borne six children in that 
10 year period.  Lorraine’s motivation for buying the business was 
her determination to put her six offspring through college, and de-
spite her lack of training or experience, she leapt at the challenge 
and was almost immediately successful.  “When I began, women 
and girls still dressed up—for parties and holidays and for church, 
and girls still wore dresses to school.  New hats for Easter were still 
in style, and prom dresses were a big item in the spring.”   And “she 
had a big family and lots of friends and neighbors” who patronized 
her store.  

When asked how she mastered the finances of the business, Lor-
raine replied, “I didn’t know what the hell a balance sheet was; I just 
spent what came in and no more.”  Her business philosophy was:  
“I’ll buy what I think we need and then I’ll try to sell it.”  She had two 
rules for her employees:  “Don’t gossip and never ever ask the wife 
if she likes something her husband has bought!”

Lorraine welcomed the advent of credit cards in the 70’s because 
they made charge accounts a thing of the past.  “No more trying 
to decide if a customer would be a good risk and no more having 

lorraiNe Hussey:  racette’s dress sHop

Lorraine Hussey puts the final touch on an Easter Display, 1983.
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to make phone calls to fol-
low up on customers who 
were proving to NOT be a 
good risk.”  After Lorraine 
chased a shoplifter down 
Wolcott Street and caught 
her—an escapade that ap-
pears to have become well 
known-- stealing was not a 
problem, even though Lor-
raine’s shop, like Nancy’s 
and Jane’s were vulnera-
ble to the Friday night van-
dalism and rowdiness that 
plagued Hardwick during 
their early years on Main 
Street.  

Lorraine ascribed some 
of her success to the times:  

“I owned the shop at the right time—before big box stores and inter-
net shopping—I carried everything from underwear to winter coats.”  
She knew most of her customers and understood their tastes, and 
she encouraged her customers to take items home and try them 
on.  She also said, “it helped to start a store in a town where I had 
lots of relatives.”

By the time Lorraine retired in the 1990’s, the dress styles of wom-
en and girls had become much more informal.  “No one dressed up 
for church anymore…” and Ames had arrived in Morrisville, draw-
ing customers away from the local stores.  Buying long distance via 
the internet was on the horizon, and Lorraine had been in business 
for 30 years.  She’d accomplished her goal of sending her kids to 
college and was ready to retire.  

Kathleen Hemmens

Nancy Hill Stevens surveys the sidewalk 
construction in front of her store, 1985.
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JaNe JoHNs:  tHe flower Basket

Nine years after Lor-
raine opened her store 
– 1972 – Jane Lapierre, 
a young receptionist at 
the Hardwick Hospital, 
found herself yearning 
for work that was more 
challenging and inter-
esting.  With a colleague 
at the hospital who also 
harbored larger ambi-
tions, she began ex-
ploring the possibility 
of opening a business.  
The two of them conducted an informal survey to determine what 
businesses Hardwick was lacking and quickly realized that there 
was no flower shop.  For years, the Holcomb Funeral Home had 
doubled as a flower shop—providing flowers and arrangements 
for funerals, proms, and weddings.  (This earlier regime of funeral-
home supplied flowers was memorialized by Rick Norcross in the 
award winning song “You Can’t Make It Up” which included the 
evocative line:  “The flowers smelled like formaldyhyde.”)

With Mr. Holcomb’s mentorship and a donated compressor, Jane 
and her friend rented a spot behind Day’s Barber Shop on Main 
Street, and Jane’s husband Larry built their first cooler with the 
Holcomb’s compressor.  Soon Jane and her partner moved “The 
Flower Basket” to  a larger  space behind Lussier’s real estate office 
in the Cobb Block. In 1976, Jane bought out her partner and made 
the move to the Centennial Building (now the renovated and re-
named Hardwick Inn) where she stayed until 2004.  Here she had 
a central location with large windows to display her wares.  

Like Lorraine in her dress shop, Jane was a novice businesswom-
an, with no experience as a florist, except helping her grandfather 

VT Four Seasons Photography
Linda Mae Clow

PO Box 132 Hardwick, VT 05843
(802) 793-2948 cell ~ (802) 472-6421 home

Email: rlmclow@gmail.com

A Halloween display at the Flower Basket based 
on the 1986 movie, Little Shop of Horrors.
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in his large flower garden.  She 
was unable to leave her family to 
study the skills she would need, 
so she took a correspondence 
course, and she and her partner 
received guidance and critiques 
from Harold Holcomb in their 
early days.  But Hardwick was 
receptive to her new business, 
and like Lorraine and Nancy 
Stevens, she “made a profit right 
away.”  She said, “I took to the 
financial aspects of running a 
business like a duck to water-
--I loved book-keeping.”  Find-
ing suppliers for her business 
proved to be a chronic difficulty, 
however, and the work hours 
required before holidays were 
grueling. “And snow, frost, and 
heat” were perennial adversaries.

In the spring and fall, late or early frosts were the enemy.  In the 
late ‘70’s, Jane expanded into plants and annuals, and “we lived 
by the thermometer then,” sometimes trekking down to the store 
in the middle of the night to cover the flowers and plants when the 
temperature suddenly dropped too close to freezing.

Snow—as in “The Valentine’s Day Blizzard of 2007”—dealt a seri-

All are welcome!

Buffalo Mountain 
Coop & Cafe

472-6020
Mon-Fri 8-7, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-6

Main Street Hardwick
 Celebrating over 40 Years!

KiMBall HouSe
Bed & Breakfast

Sue & Todd Holmes
173 Glenside Avenue, Hardwick, VT 05843

802-472-6228

www.kimballhouse.com ~ info@kimballhouse.com

“A warm and comfortable home in the heart of the Northeast Kingdom”

A Christmas display at the 
Flower Basket.
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ous blow to that year’s revenues.  As the snow piled up in Hard-
wick’s streets, The Flower Basket was unable to make deliveries 
and customers were prevented from visiting the store.  After weeks 
of preparation, including cutting stems on hundreds of roses, work-
ing overtime for a week to create 100 flower arrangements ahead 
of the holiday, and hiring 4 to 5 additional workers to handle the 
phone orders and many in- town customers, Valentine’s Day that 
year was a complete bust.  Success on Valentine’s Day was crucial 
to the overall success of the business as this holiday and Mother’s 
Day “carried the business through the summer when business was 
slow.”

Jane kept expanding her offerings, purchasing a local fabric store 
in the 80’s.  She moved the business into her space in the Centen-
nial Building and taught quilting classes to promote sales, manag-
ing both businesses on her own.  The fabric business declined in 
the 90’s, thanks to the coming of the big mall stores like “Joanne’s 
Fabrics”, which, Jane said, “caused my business to crash.”

Jane credits her family with making important contributions to 
her success; her first husband Larry brought his expert carpen-
try skills to the Centennial Building and outfitted her new space 
with all the counters and work spaces.  In the 1990’s, her second 
husband Roger Johns took over delivery duties until a heart attack 
forced him to relinquish his participation in the business.  Jane 
said that he was considered a “delivery person extraordinaire” and 
often came home with gifts from those who received his gracious 
deliveries.  At busy holiday times, “sisters and nieces and nephews 
were pressed into service as well.”  

The Daniels Building became the final home of Jane’s enterprise 
when she moved there in 2004, due to deterioration in the Centen-
nial Building. She remained there until 2011 when Dennis Sauer 
and Nicole Davignon bought the business, which continues to this 
day, though no longer in the Daniels Building location.  

Kathleen Hemmens

andrea Gilbert, D.V.M
802-472-8400

www.hardwickvet.com

64 N. Main St. PO Box 760
Hardwick, VT 05843
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Family Owned

NaNcy steveNs:  tHe tradiNg ceNter

Nancy Steven’s creation of “The Trading Center” was more 
fortuitous than planned.  After her then husband, Bill Hill, 
purchased a waterlogged lot of 2,000 sneakers in a fire sale 
and involved the whole family in drying and selling them for 
$1.00 a pair, Nancy got the idea that they could sell more 
than sneakers:  they could have a real footwear store. So 
she and Bill took out a loan from a local bank and went into 
business in the Bemis Block.  Her husband soon tired of the 
retail business and Nancy took over as owner, buyer, seller, 
book-keeper and publicist.  Like Jane and Lorraine, she had 
no retail experience when she took on this challenge, but she 
learned quickly and did well “right off the bat.”

Nancy’s was a one person operation except for a part-time 
clerk, and she operated the store by herself for three days 
out of her six day work week—this in addition to managing 
her household and caring for her four children.  Nancy han-
dled all the varied tasks involved in stocking, maintaining 
inventory, ordering, book keeping and customer relations.  
In addition, in time, she also took on civic responsibilities—
joining the Rescue Squad and serving on the Board of the 
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Hardwick Electric Department. “The demographics of Hard-
wick changed a lot in the seventies and the decades after,” 
according to Nancy.  “Hardwick was a rough town, and Fri-
day nights were often free-for-alls with gang fights and the 
breaking of store windows.”  (Nancy and her husband at one 
point erected scaffolding to keep the store windows intact.)  

One Friday night, she and a clerk from Lorraine’s store – who 
had fled to Nancy’s for safety – locked the store, turned out 
the lights, and lay down on the floor, in fear of gunfire from 
the melee on the street.  “I finally gave up opening on Friday 
night; law-abiding customers were staying away because of 
the danger posed by the men who came to drink and carouse 
at the bars.”

The 70’s and 80’s saw the influx of a generation of young 
people influenced by the counter-culture and back-to-the-
land movements.  According to Nancy—and Lorraine—these 
newcomers wanted different clothes and footwear than the 

The 
Village 

Restaurant
Home Cooking at Its Best...

74 South Main Street • Hardwick, Vt 05843

802-472-5701

Nancy Hill Stevens’ Trading Post welcomes hunters. 
The late Eugene Fern passes by.
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previous farm 
family custom-
ers had wanted, 
and so she had 
to “move from 
barn boots to 
Birkenstocks.”  
Lorraine, too, 
reported that 
she had to make 
changes; “dress 
shoes and white 
gloves” were 
out, “once the 
Co-op moved 
in.”

Nancy re-
counted that 

besides the rowdy Friday nights, “the biggest commercial 
challenges were Hardwick infrastructure projects.”  In 1985, 
the town undertook a major project to re-lay sewer lines and 
bury telephone lines.  The whole of Main Street—sidewalks 
and road—were torn up for months, and customers had no 
place to park and no place to walk.  “Those months were 
not good for the bottom line!”  In 1999, the town spent six 
months from June to November re-placing the North Main 
Street bridge over the Lamoille, making access to the down-

Life. Money. Let’s make the most of both.

cbna.com

84 VT Route 15 West, Hardwick 
802-472-6556

Equal Housing Lender  |   Member FDIC

Wolcott Street, Hardwick Vermont

Nancy Hill Stevens standing between her store and 
Lorraine Hussey’s store as unidentified street 

construction workers take a break, 1985.
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Independent
local news
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town practically impossible and “ruining my best months.”  
(Jane reported that the same project helped her business, as 
“potential customers stopped to watch the bridge construc-
tion and then often came in to purchase flowers or plants.”)

The bridge project, the arrival of the Ames big box store in 
Morrisville, and the glimmerings of internet commerce on the 
horizon factored into Nancy’s decision to retire at the turn of 
the century, after a twenty-five year presence on Main Street.  
That year she shuttered her business, and in 2005, the Be-
mis Block burned, marking in dramatic fashion the end of 
a distinctive and fascinating chapter of Hardwick downtown 
life.

Kathleen Hemmens
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tHe Hardwick uNited BusiNess associatioN:  
HuBa

Lorraine Hussey, Jane Johns, and Nancy Stevens not only 
managed their households and ran their businesses, they also 
joined together to make the Hardwick United Business Asso-
ciation a reality.  This homegrown effort to improve the retail 
market for their own and other businesses and to inspire pride 
in the Town of Hardwick evolved in later years into the cur-
rent Chamber of Commerce, but it grew and prospered largely 
through their efforts.  

Lorraine, Jane, and Nancy shared customer mailing lists 
with each other and planned special seasonal sales events—
for deer season, for the major holidays, for Spring-fest and 
October Fest.  The pooled their funds to advertise their sales 
events on the radio and in the newspaper, and –in the days 
before email—wrote, addressed, and mailed postcards to cus-
tomers inviting them downtown to shop for bargains.  

In an effort to spruce up the downtown and highlight the 
Tulip Festival, Nancy sewed “tulip” banners that she designed 
herself and talked the Hardwick Electric Department (HED) 
into hanging them on the light poles.  They pioneered cement 
flower tubs on the sidewalks and organized the planting of the 
flowering crabs that still stand by the Hardwick Diner.  They 
convinced all the downtown businesses to stay open on Sun-
days before Christmas, and they started the tradition of hav-
ing Santa Claus come to town at Christmas time so children 

Whistle
                    emporium
Shari Cornish
41 S. Main St. / PO Box 1310
Hardwick, Vermont 05843

802-472-9414
smile@whistleemporium.com
www.whistleemporium.com

Open Tues-Sat. 11-7, Sun Noon - 5
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Hay’s Service Station, Inc.
Phone: 802-472-5922

Mill Street
P.O. Box 432

Hardwick, VT 05843

1784 East Craftsbury Road, Craftsbury VT 05826
(802) 586-2414~www.craftsburycommunitycarecenter.org

Email: ccccenter@myfairpoint.net

Our mission is to provide a 
caring, homelike, affordable 
residence for seniors in a 

setting that encourages 
independence, activities and 

involvement with families, 
friends and the larger 

community. 

could confide their Christmas wish list.  Nancy also convinced 
the Select Board to set parking time limits downtown—a pe-
rennial problem that is still confounding the Select Board.  
However, when her husband, using Nancy’s car, overstayed 
his time on Main Street and was ticketed by the police…she 
was told:  “The only car we caught was yours!” 

Some of the initiatives Jane, Nancy, and Lorraine began 
have survived, but others have disappeared following their 
retirements.  It was only recently that seasonal banners re-
appeared on Main Street and new efforts have been made to 
make downtown Hardwick more attractive by adding plant-
ings and trees and re-doing the Peace Park next to the Gazette 
building.  Even after their retirements, these three continued 
making important contributions—moving from retail to civic 
activities.  Nancy served on the Rescue Squad until 1996 and 
on the HED Board until 2004.  Lorraine has been and con-
tinues to be a major contributor and activist in the Hardwick 
Historical Society, and Jane has only this year retired from 
organizing the annual October Fest celebration.

Kathleen Hemmens
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Do you recognize this class? It appears to be seated in front 
of Hardwick Academy, but none of the volunteers can identify 
the teacher or any of the students. If you can, please call Lorraine 
Hussey, 472-5903, or Elizabeth Dow, 472-6324.

mystery class  

 

Final Mystery 
House answer

Dawn Gus-
tolfson and 

Jean Hackett 
both identified 
Mystery House 

#14 as 130 
West Church 

Street. 
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Roses are red 
Violets are blue
The fizz in your soda
Is CO2

Thomas V Smith
Nov 22, 1940

2:35
___________________________

November 18, 1940

First comes love,
Then comes marriage
Then comes Esther
With a baby carriage.

 y [sic] friend,
 “Mainey” Weeks

___________________________

In your fireplace of
friendship consider 
me a “brick”

 Your friendship
 Melba Sowtill ‘42

___________________________

estHer Bailey foNtaiNe’s autograpH Book 2

802-472-9100 • Fax 866-450-9747
novt@pdr-usa.net

pauldavisrestorationvermont.com

404 Wolcott Street • Hardwick, VT 05843
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I’ll write on white    I hope you
To be polite     are never as white
And leave the yellow    as this page.
for your “fellow”

Remember me early
Remember me late

Remember me as an
“Old School male”[sic] 

A loving Friend
Theresa Flannery

Woodbury
Vt.

  November 18, 1940     

For-get-me not.         
Roscoe and Betsy!
 H.A.

ClipJointCo.com   (802) 472-3544

P.O. Box 557, Hardwick, Vt 05843
802-472-5721

P.O. Box 129, Stowe, VT 05672
802-253-4855
email: jennifer@stoweinsurance.com

Jennifer Bellavance, Insurance Agent

Northeast Service Center
Automotive Repair

191 Wolcott St.
P.O.Box 134, Hardwick Vt 
802-472-6605
George Howard
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Hardwick Historical society 
activity report for caleNdar year 2018
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Pam & Guy Trag, Owners 

introduction:
The Hardwick Historical Society presents the following report of 

activities for 2018.

Buildings: 
A year ago an old railroad Section Tool House stood along the 

railroad bed behind the houses on the north side of West Church 
Street – gradually rotting into the ground. The owner of the Sec-
tion House, the Vermont Transportation Department, had just 
about completed the paperwork to have it demolished when Mario 
Fradette, a local contractor, volunteered to move it to a small piece 
of land the town owns beside the Depot. VTrans donated the build-
ing to the town, and Mario moved it and restored it. We are deeply 
grateful Mario’s generosity is saving this historic building – one of 
only four such buildings that survive from a time when every rail-
road track in Vermont had a Section Tool House every 8-10 miles. 

The Depot has three sections. In 2012, the HHS updated the 
middle section to serve as a meeting room, but, because of the high 
cost, did not replace Nancy Schade’s whimsical silhouettes in the 
windows. In early October, we finally got real windows installed, 
paid for from the Restoration Fund we have saved up for years; the 
room no longer feels like a cave. Our collections have grown to the 
point that we need to convert the western-most room into a secure 
climate-controlled storage space. We have worked with an archi-
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tect and developed the plans. We will start the work in the spring, 
paying for it through as many donations as we can solicit and by 
money Eleanor Angell bequeathed us in her will. 

Collections: 
The owners of the Hardwick Gazette, Ray and Kim Small, gave us 

four five-drawer file cabinets of photographs from between 1977-
2017. Throughout the winter and well into spring, Lorraine Hussey, 
Janet Slayton, Donna Hale, and Elizabeth Dow spent from 6 to 9 
hours virtually every day sorting the images by town and identi-
fying the people and events in the roughly 25,000 images in the 
file cabinet. They gave the non-Hardwick images to the historical 
society in the towns depicted and filed the Hardwick images in the 
photo collection. By the time the Depot opened in June, they had 
gone through the years 1977-2011. After the Depot closed in Octo-
ber, they went back to the project and expect to finish it by spring, 
2019. 

We have records of who is buried where in Hardwick’s cemeteries, 
but, until Mary Brochu took the lead on a project to update those 
records and develop an index for the cemeteries, they stopped at 
1983. Her team worked through the summer of 2017 and 2018 
and have come close to finishing a valuable resource for those any-
one looking for information about the graves of ancestors who lived 
in Hardwick. 

We want to acquire more Hazen Union materials: if you want to 
get rid of some of your HU stuff, please let us know. 
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Finances: 
In 2018, the HHS had operating expenses of about $8,000, paid 

for by a $3,000 appropriation at the 2016 Town Meeting, member-
ship fees, advertising in the Journal, assorted donations, the St. 
Patrick’s Day dinner, sales of cards and back issues of the Journal, 
bottle redemptions at All Metals’ transfer station, and $1,000 from 
the Hardwick Alumni Golf Tournament. We also received $2,400 
in donated archival and museum storage materials. If we add the 
cash budget to the value of donated goods and services, we see that 
the HHS cost $10,400 to keep open. Getting the work of the HHS 
done took the considerable contribution of time from the volunteers 
who work for free. We’re very grateful for their support.

Personnel:
The volunteers logged 1541 hours of free labor at the Depot in 

2018. Since the logged hours do not include extensive work vol-
unteers did at home or in outside venues – the treasurer keep-
ing accounts, the publications committee preparing the quarterly 
Journal, etc. –  that number vastly under-represents the amount 
of work volunteers have contributed to make Hardwick’s history 
accessible to the public. Lorraine Hussey, alone, responded to 36 
researchers who called her at home seeking information and/or 
pictures. Others who contacted her had materials to donate. All of 
these contacts and the work that ensued represent time not logged 
at the Depot. 
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A group called Independent Sector monitors the activities of non-
profit organizations all over the country and reports that the value 
of volunteer time for Vermont volunteers in 2017 averaged $23.71 
per hour (the national average: $24.69). By that calculation, volun-
teer time at the HHS has a value of about $36,537. Even if we as-
cribe only minimum wage, $10.50, to our volunteer hours, they add 
$16,180 to the budget.  Thank you, volunteers: Lorraine Hussey, 
Susan Earle, Lorraine Hill, Elaine Gendron, Janet Slayton, Spencer 
Slayton, Donna Hale, Linda Mae Clow, Mary Brochu, Taylor Meyer, 
Nick Meyer, Tom Meyer, Colleen Currier, Diane Tanguay, George 
Hemmens, Mario Fradette, Mary Janes Fradette, Mike Lance, Kris 
Lance, Timber Wright, Robert Lowenthal, Frances Rowell, Neil 
Stout, Caleb Friend, Ronnie Brochu, and Louise Gallant.

Membership:
Membership holds steady at about 300 members. 

Presentations:
The HHS Exhibits Committee developed a display that present 

featured the clothes we received in a trunk from Eleanor Angell’s 
estate. 

We held our annual meeting on May 21; After we elected officers – 
Donna Hale joined the board and Ken Williams retired, I presented 
my program on how to recognize historically significant materials 
among the stuff you’re on the brink of discarding from your attic, 
basement, office, closet, garage, etc. We deemed the October 6 dedi-
cation of the Section Tool House as our October public meeting.  
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Publications:
The HHS publishes a journal four times yearly which each mem-

ber receives. We warmly invite articles and manuscripts from people 
who have stories to tell about Hardwick’s history.

Visitors:  
We open the Depot to the public every Tuesday and Thursday 

afternoons between 1:00 and 4:00 from early June through late 
October and during special events, such as Spring Festival and the 
Crafts Fair. Further, we welcome guests by appointment. Our guest 
book shows we had 94 visitors in 2018, not counting the 12-15 Ha-
zen students who came during the first two weeks of June to work 
on projects related to academic sports in Hardwick. (That was fun!) 
Because many people do not sign the guest book, we estimate that 
names in the book represent only 60% of the people who came to 
visit. In 2018, we had visitors from as near as Hardwick and as far 
as California and Hawaii, most researching family history. 

Brochu Citgo Service
Stick With The Best

Richard Brochu, owner
47 Mill St., Hardwick Vt 05843

(802) 472-8282

John & Doug des Groseilliers
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our Mission:
The HHS collects, preserves, explains, and helps others discover 

the history the of Town of Hardwick and its people. The manuscript 
and records collection includes business records from the granite 
industry, other local businesses, schools, and churches. The ar-
tifact collection documents many of the businesses in Hardwick, 
as well. Its biggest collection documents the activities at Hardwick 
Academy. 

Before you clean out your attic/basement/closets/garage of all 
that old stuff, please give me or Lorraine Hussey (472-6424 or 472-
5903) an opportunity to look for historical treasures in it.

Elizabeth H. Dow, President
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