
The Hardwick 
Historical Society

Journal
Vol. 8 Issue 3 Winter 2019 

Encouraging a Sense of Community

The Fairbanks Dormant Warehouse Scale at Hardwick’s Railroad Depot.



2

Hardwick Historical society News

Officers: Elizabeth Dow, President; empty, Vice President, Norma Spaulding, 
Secretary; Mary Jane Fradette, Treasurer
Trustees: Shari Cornish, Susan Earle, George Hemmens, Taylor Meyer, 
Ken Williams, Kris Lance, Tracy Martin.

P.O. Box 177 • Hardwick, Vt  05843 
Contact: Lorraine Hussey

802.472.5903
Elizabeth Dow 802.472.6424

The Hardwick Historical Society

Winter has settled in but, while the Depot is officially closed 
for the season, the work continues.

Lorraine Hussey and Janet Slayton have returned to label-
ing the Hardwick Gazette pictures. Last winter, they plowed 
through 1977-2011. This winter they will finish 2012-2017.

Elizabeth Dow has started to organize the 15 boxes of 
print materials we got from the Gazette when the new owners 
cleaned out the upper floors. She won’t get through it until 
2020 probably, but when we finally can let the public into it, 
researchers will find a wonderfully rich and detailed look at 
life in Hardwick between the 1970s and early 2000s. 

The architect has finished plans for the Eleanor Angell 
Room – our climate controlled storage for the collections. We’ve 
started to write grant proposals to foot some of the bills; we 
will also do some private fund raising to help pay for it. 

To date, most of the Society’s energy has gone to develop-
ing our space within the Depot and organizing the rich and 
historically valuable collections it has accumulated. We now 
have begun to think about programming. When we can sepa-
rate our storage from our displays, we can create a much rich-
er visitor experience. We would welcome help with outreach 
and programming.

In this issue, we have presented the last of our Mystery 
Houses. You have identified about half of them. Thank you.  

Our St. Patrick’s Day corned beef and cabbage dinner will 
occur on Saturday, March 16. Contact any member of the 
Board for tickets.  Last year we sold out, so get your tickets 
early.

Publications Committee
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Pat Billingsley, a biographer of Philip Cummings, sent us 
the quotation below. Cummings, born in Hardwick in 1906 
and graduated from Hardwick Academy in 1924, started 
a memoir when he was about 30. In it, Billingsley found 
Philip’s memories of a serious illness he suffered around 
Thanksgiving in 1918.   

“That fall [1918] we had heavy weather. The Wednesday 
night before Thanksgiving, the surgeon Crampton came into 
[Hardwick from] St. Johnsbury. The week before I had gotten 
up from the influenza ... but as the surgeon came seldom 
we were corralled to go to the hospital and have our tonsils 
and adenoids out… that is, those of us whose parents had 
decided this was a necessary procedure.

“Mother couldn’t leave Grandmother so I walked up to 
the small [Hardwick] Hospital1 alone and had the operation 
under ether, and the next morning with a decidedly sore 
throat walked back home. Thanksgiving Dinner appealed to 
me slightly. Friday I felt bad and had laryngitis, for I had 
frustrated the Doctor so he couldn’t claim tonsillitis. The next 
day it was pharyngitis, and on Sunday it was a real case of 
pneumonia, and Tessie Lunnie the nurse came. Nurses were 
in great demand that unforgettable winter.

“My father came2 but I soon was out of danger, so Mother 
had me sick in one room, grandmother sick in the other 
room, and all the house to attend to in early winter. In middle 
December I got up around and Mother came down with the 
influenza. I had to do the house work as there was no one to 
help… people were dying like flies.3 I washed and cooked and 
ironed. I still recall getting mad and baffled over the ruffles of 
that obsolete garment, the ruffled petticoat. We all survived 
that year out. Christmas morning I went out of doors for the 
first time.”  
1 Located on High Street where the current Public Safety Building now stands. Billingsley says the 

Cummings family also lived on High Street.
2 A note in the Barre Daily Times, December 14, 1918, indicated that Philip’s father worked in Boston and 

had come home because of his son’s pneumonia. 
3 These are the memories of a 12-old boy who had recovered from both influenza and pneumonia in a single 

season. He recorded them about 18 years after the events. While Cummings captured the emotional and 
social experience of the fall and early winter of the influenza pandemic, the chronology of his memory 
doesn’t match the 1918 death certificates which show the heavy death toll came in November, 1918, not 
December. 

  

Follow-up oN tHe 1918 Flu
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I enjoyed reading about Camp Wapanacki in a previous issue 
of the Hardwick Historical Society Journal.1 It brought back many 
memories, because I worked there for five summers, from 1953 
through 1957, to help pay for college and graduate school. 

Camp Wapanacki, located about 5 miles from the center of 
Hardwick, was a camp created for blind children and young people. It 
was owned and operated by the New York Institute for the Education 
of the Blind with main headquarters in Bronx, New York.

The summer after I graduated from Hardwick Academy, Class 
of ‘53, was my first time there. I was the kitchen boy, washed the 
dishes, mopped the floor daily, and helped the cook prepare the 
meals. Apparently the job of cook was increasingly difficult to fill, so 
the camp director, Paul Mitchell, asked if I was willing to be trained for 
the job with the hope that I would be available for several summers. I 
had absolutely no background experience as a cook, but the money 
offered was good, and I decided to give it a try.

It worked. Cooking really is nothing more complicated than 
following recipes and learning how to deal with each food item. 
Generally I enjoyed my job and felt I was being of service to children 
who needed help. 

Just a few memories about 
the cooking job before some 
of the descriptions of what 
happened at Wapanacki besides 
eating 3 meals a day. We fed as 
many as 150 and as few as 50, 
depending on the population in 
July and August. Many of our 
food items were free, provided 
by government surplus. Rice 
in huge bags, for example, and 
5 pound chunks of cheese. 
One summer we had dozens 
of large cans of donated beef 
which, no matter how hard we 
tried, came out tasting tiredly 
the same. Our fresh food items 
were provided by local dairies 
and Hardwick stores. Cases of 
fresh vegetables came from the 
Nancy Lee Fruit Market.

There comes to mind the 

FurtHer MeMories oF caMp wapaNacki

Sneaking a preview of lunch.
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time I burned a large pot of cream of potato soup but felt there was 
no other choice than to serve it. The soup was praised so much that 
I deliberately burned it each time I made it.  Then there was the time 
when I took the meat slicer apart and discovered hoards of maggots! 
However, to the best of my knowledge, nobody suffered from food 
poisoning. 

The most popular meal, at least for the boys, was probably pizza. 
They would come into the dining room, smell, and exclaim, “Oh boy, 
it’s pizza!”

When asked how I spent my summer I would say I was the cook 
at a camp in Hardwick, Vermont for blind kids. The asker would 
often say, jokingly, “it’s a good thing they couldn’t see what they were 
eating.” I would respond by saying, “that’s true, but they certainly 
had highly developed taste buds!”

We had a banquet at the end of the season, always a turkey 
dinner, with invited guests from Hardwick, officials, and those 
who played a role in the camp that summer. One of my proudest 
moments was when, at one of those banquets, the director called me 
out from the kitchen and presented me with a real chef’s hat. 

The boys came to camp in July; the girls, in August.  They were 
bused in from New York. This was a time when it was believed that 
blind children needed to be treated differently from sighted children, 
therefore separated from them – an approach that has altered since 
then. I do not remember the age limits of the campers, but I remember 
many regulars who came back year after year.2 The campers did not 
pay to be there. 

Since most came from New York City and environs, they were 
a diverse group of ethnic backgrounds and skin colors. Blindness 
does not discriminate. In fact, without a clear visual look at someone, 
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that person is more likely to be accepted as he or she is rather than 
basing that person’s worth on what she or he looks like.

The physical camp had originally been a hunting lodge by a lake. 
It was reconstructed for sightless people. Cabins were built in the 
woods to house the campers. Each path within the camp had a 
wooden railing along it, so a sightless person could feel himself or 
herself around.

The campers attended classes throughout the day. These 
included singing, sports, arts and crafts, swimming and boating. I 
was fascinated to watch them. How, for example, does a blind child 
play baseball? It’s done by sound: the large rubber ball thrown to 
bounce once in front of the person holding the bat. Each Fourth of 
July was celebrated with fireworks set off from a platform on the 
lake.

There was a gathering of everyone each evening when, for 
example, we would hear songs that had been learned, experience 
skits put on by either staff or campers, maybe “see” a movie (usually 
a musical – lots of sound). I was happily included. I once performed 
the “Nightmare Song” from Gilbert and Sullivan’s Iolanthe.

The camp and campers were sometimes invited to participate at 
events in Hardwick. Once we recreated a camp evening gathering as 
part of a show on the stage at what was then known as the Hardwick 
Opera House.3 

Music was an important part of the camp experience. Semi-
classical music was played in the dining room during each meal. I 
still remember many works by composer Leroy Anderson. 

On Tuesdays the campers walked the 5 miles into Hardwick. 
Store clerks there had to put up with children examining their 
wares by touch. The were bused back and treated to a picnic.  That 

Giving thanks before a meal.
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Tuesday evening meal was the only one of the week I didn’t have to 
prepare. The kitchen staff was given one afternoon off.

There was a camp director, assistant director, nurse, maintenance 
person, bus driver, and counseling staff. Many of the counselors 
were interns who came to learn, and they worked without pay. 
One of the paid counselors was a totally blind man from the Bronx 
who said he was able to navigate the whole New York City subway 
system. As mentioned in the Journal articles, the person in overall 
charge was Dr. Frampton. He and his wife had a house about a 
mile away where they spent their summers. He would make an 
occasional appearance, carrying rolls of money, and we all would 
line up, including the interns, while he doled out cash to each one. 
I sensed an aura of arrogance about him, in spite of the good work 
he was doing.

I remember a time when the counselors threatened to go on 
strike. I do not recall the reason. They were in turn threatened with 
dismissal if they did not conform. One of those counselors was Roger 
Walker. He chose to give in and cooperate and went on to become the 
camp director during my last summer there; Paul Mitchell had died 
suddenly. Roger and his wife, Cindy, subsequently built a house 
nearby and became residents of Hardwick. Both are deceased.

In spite of occasional human problems, including squabbles, 
tears, and sickness, summers at Camp Wapanacki were filled with 
a multitude of meaningful adventures. There was a strong sense of 
caring for those who needed special help. There was usually a sense 
of comradeship amongst the staff and between staff and campers 
with a minimum of friction. It was usually a fun place to be. In other 
words, overall it was a well-run camp.

As I wrote this recollection, I experienced again the many emotions 
of many memories from a time in my life that was significant and 
filled with much pleasure. I appreciate the opportunity to share 
this.   

Robert Drechsler
1 Hardwick Historical Society Journal, Vol.7 No. 4 (Spring 2018); 3-18.
2 Ed. Note: The camp welcomed children between the ages of 5 and 21. “Camp Wapanacki: Background,” 

Hardwick Historical Society Journal, Vol.7 No. 4 (Spring 2018); 4.     
3 Ed. Note: Now the Town House.
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H. Brooke Paige, an expert on the Fairbanks Company of St. 
Johnsbury VT and their scales, contacted the leadership in the Hard-
wick Historical Society around 2011.1 He had located a Fairbanks 
dormant warehouse scale in Hazelton PA, and he thought it would 
be appropriate to install in Hardwick’s railroad depot. He wondered 
if the Society was interested in purchasing it for $600. He would 
transport the scale free of charge to Hardwick. Susan Jarzyna, Bob-
sy Daniels and Tom Dunn discussed the purchase and decided to 
place a request for donations in a letter to the editor of the Hardwick 
Gazette. Todd Deuso, district manager at Casella Waste Systems, 
called to say his company would donate $500 toward purchase of 

the scale; the Hard-
wick Historical Society 
had a thank you note 
to Casella Waste Sys-
tems published in the 
Hardwick Gazette. Af-
ter H. Brooke Paige de-
livered the scale, it was 
installed by Paul La-
vertu and John Rowell. 
The scale can be seen 
in the Hardwick Depot 
freight room.  

Every railroad 
freight house needed a 
weighing device, since 
the cost of shipping 
freight was based on 
the weight of the ob-
ject and the distance 
shipped. A dormant 

Hardwick’s depot scale
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scale has its platform level with the floor, so merchandise could be 
easily rolled onto the scale platform on a two-wheel truck, which 
the Fairbanks Company also manufactured.2 

The 1894 Fairbanks scale catalog lists Hardwick’s depot scale 
as a dormant warehouse scale with double weigh beam (new cata-
log number 1050D and old catalog number B-5). It has a capacity 
of 2,500 pounds, a platform size of 37 inches by 46 inches, and a 
price of $113. The upper weigh beam is graduated by ½ pound in-
crements up to 100 pounds and the lower weigh beam is graduated 
by 1 pound increments up to 200 pounds. Both the weigh beams 
and the poises (the weights that move along the beams) are made of 
brass. The weigh beams and fulcrum are supported under a 42-inch 
wide horizontal wooden lintel (with the word Fairbanks painted in 
large gold letters on a red background) which is in turn supported 
by a pair of 53½-inch high fluted iron columns. A counterweight 
pan is attached to the end of the weigh beams and counterweights 
are added until the scale is almost in balance with the final balance 
achieved by moving the poises. The counterweight pan support rod 
has graduations 1 to 24 to indicate how many 100-pound coun-
terweights are on the pan. The beams are connected down to the 
platform via two vertical steelyard rods that run via a 24-inch wide 
bench lever supported below a horizontal wooden bench or shelf 
between the two columns.   

I think this scale, based on the Greek column and lintel ar-
chitectural style, is the most attractive of all the Fairbanks scales. 
Fairbanks did occasionally come out with new designs (touted as 
great improvements) for the dormant warehouse scale – perhaps 
every one or two decades, so it is not possible to determine the date 
of manufacture from the design. A manufacturing serial number, 
which is probably marked on the weighing mechanism under the 
platform, would answer this question. The original scale, proba-

Archival Quality Containers to Protect  
Your Family Papers 

Now Available at the HHS
All folders @ $.50 ea.

15" x 12" x 10" cartons @ $12.50 ea.
15" x 6" x 10" cartons @ $8.50 ea.

Encapsulation polyester:  
2 mil @ $.85/sheet // 3 mil @ $1.10/sheet

Contact Lorraine Hussey at 472-5903
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bly similar to its replacement, was likely manufactured in 1882 or 
1883 since it was no doubt installed soon after the current depot 
was built in 1882. Before 1882, there was a small depot east of the 
current depot on the other side of Maple St. and it probably had a 
scale but not a large dormant scale.

An 1858 Fairbanks catalog lists an early version of their dormant 
warehouse scale.3 It had a square wooden post with a horizontal 
wooden arm at the top that supported below it a single weigh beam 
graduated in ½-pound increments. This was similar to the design of 
their portable platform scales. It had a drop lever that disconnected 
the platform from the weighing mechanism so heavy loads could be 
dropped on the platform without damaging the mechanism’s knife 
edges. The 1858 catalog offered four scale sizes from 2,000 pounds 
capacity with a 30 inch by 24 inch platform at $55 to 4,000 pounds 
capacity with a 48 inch by 48 inch platform at $100. 

A circa 1860s - 1870s Fairbanks catalog shows that the column 
and lintel design was introduced during this time. It had a single 
beam, a 48 inch by 48 inch platform, and weighed up to 5,000 
pounds in ½-pound increments. The 1894 Fairbanks catalog lists 
three sizes of dormant warehouse scales: 2,500 pounds capacity, 
a 37 inch by 46 inch platform, at a price of $113; 3,500 capacity, a 
42 inch by 44 inch platform, at a price of $133; and 5,000 capac-
ity, a 48 inch by 48 inch platform, at a price of $180. Finally, in its 
1919 catalog, Fairbanks offered a dormant warehouse scale with 
short iron columns supporting a lintel that in turn supported the 
fulcrum and double weigh beams above it.4 An all-metal scale was 
also available with square columns.  

Paul Wood  
1  H. Brooke Paige, The Fairbanks Brothers and Their Scale Works, ND, Privately published booklet.
2 Installation required a hole to be cut in the floor to receive the scale. The freight rate circa 1880s to 1920s was 

about $.01 per ton-mile.
3 E & T Fairbanks & Co., Fairbanks Patent Scales, 1858, Catalog.
4 E & T Fairbanks Co., Fairbanks Scales, 1919, Catalog 980.

VT Four Seasons Photography
Linda Mae Clow

PO Box 132 Hardwick, VT 05843
(802) 793-2948 cell ~ (802) 472-6421 home

Email: rlmclow@gmail.com
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tHe Hardwick aNd woodbury railroad 
(H&w rr) track scale

The Depot scale wasn’t the only railroad scale in Hardwick. 
Just south of the E. R. Fletcher Company plant1 was the Hard-
wick & Woodbury RR track scale.2 Rough granite shipped from the 
Woodbury quarries to the Hardwick finishing sheds needed to be 
weighed, just like with merchandise shipped from the Depot. Typi-
cally, cars were uncoupled before weighing so that the adjacent cars 
would not affect the weight accuracy. The locomotive would center 
the car to be weighed on the scale and the adjacent cars would be 
uncoupled and pulled off the scale.  

Probably the load of granite on most flatcars coming from the 
quarries was destined for a single granite company, making keep-
ing track of the charges easy. The rates, called tariffs, were based on 
weight and distance. In 1896-99, the H&W RR charged about $.06 
per ton-mile. The distance from the quarry to the final destination 
could vary quite a lot, because finishing sheds existed all over town. 
Granite destined for the Woodbury Granite Company (WGC), locat-
ed in what is now called Atkins Field, and John Hay’s shed, locat-
ed off Slapp Hill, roughly where the Hardwick Area Health Center 
sits today, traveled very different distances and the cost of getting 
stone from the quarries to those sheds would reflect the distance. 
There are two extant Hardwick & Woodbury RR freight tariff maps. 
The 1922 map shows 12 tariff stations (pick-up points) at quarries 
between Fletcher’s quarry at the top of the line in Woodbury and 
28 tariff stations (drop-off points) within Hardwick. The 1934 tariff 
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map reflects the diminishing importance of the granite industry in 
Hardwick; it shows only 9 pick-up points at Woodbury quarries and 
only 13 drop-off points within Hardwick. 

A 1916 document, owned by James Sholan of Hardwick, indi-
cates that the track scale was a 30-ton Fairbanks scale at the time. 
The 1901 Fairbanks catalog lists 30-ton track scales in lengths from 
22 to 36 feet; the 36-foot scale cost $1,000. Eight years later, a 50-
ton H&W RR scale just south of the Fletcher shed was sent to the 
Howe Scale Co. of Rutland for repairs.3 Obviously, the smaller scale 
had been replaced by a larger-capacity scale. The Howe track scale 
required a 40-foot long and 8-foot deep cement scale foundation 
which still exists. Before about 1910, the maximum granite flatcar 
length was 36 feet.  Later, higher-capacity 40-foot cars began to ap-
pear, forcing an up-grade to the larger Howe scale. The April 1916 
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Howe catalog lists a 50-ton, 40-foot long pit pattern track scale for 
a price of $1,100.4 

Howe offered track scales in capacities from 10 to 100 tons and 
in lengths from 12 feet to 48 feet. Apparently, 50 tons was adequate 
since the H&W RR bought, second-hand, mostly small wooden flat-
cars of light capacity. The higher-capacity flatcars with capacities 
of up to 100 tons were mostly used for shipments on the St. J. & 
L.C. RR and beyond. It is also possible, as suggested by Jim Sholan, 
that flatcars with extra heavy loads were weighed one end at a time 
– doubling the capacity of the scales to 100 tons.

Cars hauling finished granite destined for the St. J & LC RR 
may also have been weighed on the H&W RR scale, but the St. J & 
LC RR probably had its own track scales – probably on a side track, 
although we have no map showing it.   

Paul Wood
1 Now 180 Brook St., where Ken Davis’ saw mill now stands. 
2 The investors who owned the Woodbury Granite Company also owned the H&W, but the H&W 

hauled stone from all the quarries along its route, not just the WGC quarries. 
3  “Local Lumps” April 24, 1924,  Hardwick Gazette; p. 5. 
4 The Howe Scale Company, Illustrated Price List of the Howe Scales, April 1916, Catalog.

andrea Gilbert, D.V.M
802-472-8400

www.hardwickvet.com

64 N. Main St. PO Box 760
Hardwick, VT 05843

Wolcott Street, Hardwick Vermont
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Family Owned

dueliNg scale coMpaNies

Hardwick’s granite boom in the early 20th century could not 
have happened without the availability of reliable scales for weigh-
ing granite by the railroad car. The choice of scales the railroads in 
Hardwick used reflect the competition within the scale industry. 
Here’s the story. 

The E. & T. Fairbanks Company1 
Thaddeus Fairbanks, born in Brimfield MA in 1796, moved to 

St. Johnsbury VT in 1815. He was at various times a wagon maker, 
blacksmith, iron caster, carpenter, and sawyer, so he had the skills 
to design and manufacture objects of wood and iron, including 
plows, stoves and “later” scales. In 1829, he and partners estab-
lished the Passumpsick Hemp Works to buy and process hemp. A 
problem immediately confronted the partners – the accurate weigh-
ing of wagonloads of the valuable hemp straw. The inventive Thad-
deus came up with the economically-important idea of coupling the 
ancient steelyard scale to a platform via a steelyard rod. 

A steelyard is a graduated horizontal beam with movable poise 
or weight. The beam is supported from above at its fulcrum and 
the load is supported from a hook on the side of the beam opposite 
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from the movable weight.2 The limitation of the steelyard was the 
need to hang the load from the scale, clearly not a good option for 
a loaded wagon. The platform Fairbanks added was large enough 
that a wagon could be driven onto it and weighed, load and all. 
The weight of the load would be obtained by subtracting the known 
weight of the empty wagon (the tare).  

In 1831, Thaddeus Fairbanks was issued a US patent for his 
platform scale. The patented design included a system of force-mul-
tiplying levers that reduced the size of the weights needed to counter-
balance even very large loads. A later patent (1837) described a means 
of support that led to a stable platform. Hence, very large loads could 
be accurately weighed. This allowed the more equitable buying and 
selling of goods based on weight rather than volume or quantity. 

Thus a whole industry was born that transformed the Town of 
St. Johnsbury, just as granite manufacture transformed the Town 
of Hardwick. The scale company grew rapidly and Thaddeus invited 
his brother Erastus (a lawyer and later Governor of Vermont) and 
later his other brother Joseph to join him in the business. 

E. & T. Fairbanks Company became a great success, and in 
1876, it was manufacturing almost 300 types of scales and pro-

Whistle
                    emporium
Shari Cornish
41 S. Main St. / PO Box 1310
Hardwick, Vermont 05843

802-472-9414
smile@whistleemporium.com
www.whistleemporium.com

Open Tues-Sat. 11-7, Sun Noon - 5

The 
Village 

Restaurant
Home Cooking at Its Best...

74 South Main Street • Hardwick, Vt 05843

802-472-5701
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ducing 4,000 scales per month. The company encouraged poten-
tial customers to submit requests for special weighing needs and 
a Fairbanks design team would propose a scale for their applica-
tion. Hence, over time, Fairbanks offered a scale for virtually every 
weighing application. 

The Fairbanks family was St. Johnsbury’s great benefactor, fi-
nancing the St. Johnsbury Academy, St. Johnsbury Athenaeum, 
Fairbanks Museum, and several churches. By 1914, Fairbanks 
employed over 1,400 workers in 40 factory buildings with 23 acres 
of floor space and 50 tons of iron melted in their foundries each 
day. Thaddeus Fairbanks had 45 patents (33 alone for weighing 
devices), including a plow (1826), hemp and flax brake (1830), 
cook stove (1835), dust collector (1843), refrigerator (1856), radiator 
(1880) and water heater (1886). Fairbanks received his last patent 
posthumously after his death at age 90!

Life. Money. Let’s make the most of both.

cbna.com

84 VT Route 15 West, Hardwick 
802-472-6556

Equal Housing Lender  |   Member FDIC

A hand-held steelyard or balance scale.
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The Howe Scale Company
In 1856, Francis Strong, scale maker, and Thomas Ross, ma-

chinist, both of Vergennes VT, patented a ball bearing-supported 
weighing platform to protect the weighing mechanism’s delicate 
knife edges. Strong and Ross joined with foundry owner John Howe, 
of the Brandon Manufacturing Co., to manufacture the scales with 
the “protected bearings”. The company became Howe Scale Co. and 
in 1876 moved to Rutland. In 1890, the Howe Scale Co. consisted of 
an 11-acre industrial complex bordered by two railroads, Vermont 
Central RR and Bennington & Rutland RR, and in close proximity 
to existing worker housing, this massive complex consisted of the 
following buildings: forge shop, foundry, machine shop, tin shop, 
wood shop, paint shop, Japaning shop, finishing and sealing build-
ing, packing room, office building, drawing room, and storage sheds 
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for iron, lumber, sand, coal, boxes, and unfinished work.3

E. & T. Fairbanks Company and the Howe Scale Company
Remarkably, between Fairbanks and Howe, Vermont absolutely 

dominated the world scale market. The companies exhibited world-
wide at exhibitions and fairs, mounted strong advertising cam-
paigns, and sold to customers in the Caribbean, South America, In-
dia, and Russia, among others. Although Howe was a late entry in 
the industry, the company manufactured excellent quality scales. 

A great rivalry existed between Howe and Fairbanks that at 
times grew acrimonious. Howe wanted head-to-head weighing con-
tests that tested scale accuracy and repeatability which the Howe 
scales usually won. When challenged to a weighing contest, Fair-
banks usually declined and resorted to derogatory advertising that 
tried to run down the Howe Scale Company. 

When the H&W RR replaced its Fairbanks scale with a Howe 
scale, it followed many who had come before it. An 1873 testimo-
nial from Z.V.K. Willson of Rutland, assistant superintendent of the 
Delaware & Hudson Railroad reads: “Gentlemen – We are using 
your Howe Track Scales exclusively, and they prove entirely satis-
factory. We have removed the Fairbanks and Rochester scales and 

Brochu Citgo Service
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Richard Brochu, owner
47 Mill St., Hardwick Vt 05843
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replaced them with Howe, finding the first placing of the Howe far 
less expensive, and in the item of repair there is no comparison.”4 
The intense competition between Fairbanks Scale Company and 
Howe Scale Company is well illustrated by the reaction to an article 
in Johnson’s Universal Cyclopedia5 that stated “Fairbanks’ scales 
were a great advance upon others previously in use, although since 
excelled by more recent inventions and improvements.” The article 
goes on to compare the designs for the Fairbanks and Howe plat-
form bearing – declaring the latter as superior. In response, Thad-
deus Fairbanks wrote an angry letter to the publication, and Howe 
replied that Fairbanks was unwilling to submit its scales for open 
competition and comparison! 

Paul Wood
1 Allen Yale, Ingenious & Enterprising Mechanics: A Case Study of Industrialization in Rural Vermont 

– 1815 – 1900. 1995,  Doctoral Dissertations. AAI9543982. https://opencommons.uconn.edu/disser-
tations/AAI9543982 Viewed 1/16/2019.

2 J. Chatillon was the major 19th century manufacturer of steelyards. The John Chatillon & Sons Com-
pany was established in 1835 in New York and also manufactured a variety of spring scales.

3 Sanborn Map Company. City of Rutland, Rutland County, Vermont, October 1890. 
4 The Howe Scale Company, Illustrated Price List of the Howe Scales, April 1916, Catalog.
5 Charles Kendall Adams, Johnson’s Universal Cyclopaedia. New York : A.J. Johnson Company : D. 

Appleton and Company, 1896.
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Mystery House

Making a mistake and having it turn out OK feels like being 
rescued.  In the fall issue of the Journal, I made the mistake of 
running Mystery Houses #11 a second time. Bert Hooper had 
identified it as 80 Highland Avenue. When I ran it in the fall is-
sue, Monica Darling Douglas identified it as her father’s house 
(Sumner Darling) – indeed at 80 Highland Avenue.

Brenda Menard identified Mystery House #12 as 98 High 
Street. 

Here are two more – alas, the last two. If you can identify 
either or both of them, contact Lorraine Hussey (472-5903) or 
me (472-6424 or edow1@earthlink.net).

Elizabeth H. Dow

House 13

House 14
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In the summer of 1914, a volunteer at the Hardwick Historical 
Society discovered a census of Hardwick Village, dated 1895, and 
hailed it as a tremendous resource. Here’s why:

The United States Constitution requires that the government 
conduct a census every ten years to enable a reapportioning of the 
seats in the House of Representatives to assure each represents 
approximately the same number of people.1  In 1790, Secretary of 
State Thomas Jefferson directed the first census, and the country 
has had one every 10 years since then. 

For the first six censuses (1790–1840), enumerators went from 
house to house recording only the names of the heads of household 
and a general demographic accounting of the remaining members 
of the household. Beginning in 1850, all members of the household 
were named on the census. By the end of the 19th century, the 
enumerator collected information on a wide variety of demographic 
data points, including places of birth of all household members and 
their parents, education levels, occupations, and home ownership 
status. Government workers then compiled the data and issued 
aggregate reports that described the total populations of the coun-
try. The Government also stored the original manuscripts the enu-
merators had created,  making them available on microfilm in the 
1930s, so researchers had access to the raw data in addition to the 
aggregated data. 

The 1890 manuscripts were destroyed by a fire in 19212 – before 
they could be microfilmed. As a result, a researcher can follow de-
tailed demographic trends and changes up to 1880 and then must 

a Village ceNsus tHat Fills a Void  

 

John & Doug des Groseilliers
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pick up the story in 1900. Unfortunately for Hardwick researchers, 
the twenty years between those two enumerations saw an enor-
mous amount of industrial growth and significant demographic 
changes which researchers could not track – until we recently dis-
covered a small notebook entitled Census of Hardwick Village & 
School District in August, 1895, taken by Edward R. Mack. Techni-
cally the village and school districts weren’t exactly the same, but 
they varied so little that this notebook provides a reliable census for 
both. 

School districts routinely conducted censuses to learn how 
many children of school age lived in the district. School age repre-
sented the age at which children might attend school, and the num-
ber of school aged residents in a district played a role in how much 
money the state would distribute to a district.3 In 1895, the state 
regarded school age as between four and 20. However, school age 
does not represent the age of compulsory attendance – the age at 
which children must attend school – which, in 1895, was between 
eight and fifteen years.4

The Hardwick Village school census consisted of the names 
of people in a household and the age of most. Each school aged 
child had an x by its name. The federal census listed the head of 
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household first and followed that name with all other names in the 
household, defining the person’s relationship to the head – such 
as wife, daughter, mother-in-law, or boarder. This village census 
puts the head of household first, but only occasionally indicates 
the relationship to the head.5 Sometimes one can tentatively infer 
the relationship, but frequently not. For example, the census lists 
Dwight H. Hovey, 54, as the head of household, followed by Iola J., 
33, Gladys E. 14, Hugh B., 10, Seraph H., 84, Nathaniel Bangs, 
64, George Goodrich, 47, and Archie Goodrich, with no age given. 
One assumes Iola is Dwight’s wife. Given the difference in ages (he’s 
21 years older than she), the two children could be from an earlier 
marriage, or one or more could be Iola’s. We could fairly confidently 
speculate that Seraph H. is Dwight’s mother, but that’s where we 
would have to stop speculating. We need to do much more research 
to learn the relationships among Nathaniel Bangs, George Goo-
drich, Archie Goodrich, and Dwight Hovey. 

Most household census have a line drawn at the bottom to in-
dicate that the next names live in another household. At the end of 
the listing, we find 856 people in approximately 200 households.6 
Since the census totals go to the state to claim Hardwick’s share 
of state aid to education, someone noted that 45 of the people do 
not live in the school district, making the school district popula-
tion 811. He also calculated 151 school children in the district, but 
192 young people of school age. The 151 represented the number 
of students Hardwick Academy can expect in classes from Hard-
wick Village, but 192 represented the number for which the district 
would submit for school aid.  
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The census gives us a fairly reliable record, by household com-
position, of the names and ages of the people in the village and 
school district. It also makes clear the parentage of most of the chil-
dren. As demonstrated by the Dwight Hovey household example, 
however, drawing any other conclusion from it will require addi-
tional research in separate sources. The census doesn’t even give 
us a reliable indication of where any of these household existed – no 
street indications.  

Many types of researchers will find this newly discovered re-
source valuable. Genealogists, who frequently rely on census data, 
will find it useful to fill holes created by the absence of the 1890 
federal census. Other historical researchers, especially those who 
use numbers to create pictures of the community, may use this 
document to bridge the population gap between 1880 and 1900.

Elizabeth H. Dow
1 United States Constitution, Article I, Section 2
2 “United States Census”, Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Census Viewed 

12/17/2018.
3 Until 1825, each town in the state funded its schools completely on its own. Beginning in 1825, the 

state provided some sort of state-wide funding for schools. Mason Stone. History of Education of 
the State of Vermont, (Montpelier: Capital City Press, 1936): p. 95.

4 Stone: p. 205-207.
5 In several cases, the enumerator followed family names with a list titled ‘boarder’; in one case, one 

young woman was labeled as ‘help.’ 
6 As with most human endeavors, the census taker(s?) did not do the work consistently, leaving some 

doubt about where some households ended and others started.
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ClipJointCo.com   (802) 472-3544

estHer bailey FoNtaiNe’s autograpH book

An autograph book from the mid-20th century usually mea-
sured about 4” x 6” and contained empty pages. There came a point 
in the lives of lots of teen-agers when having an autograph book and 
getting all your friends to sign it felt very important. It felt equally 
important to the signer to enter something profound or witty – pref-
erably both. As a teenager of the 1950s, I remember the craze well. 

Esther Bailey, born in 1924, Hardwick Academy class of 1944 
(she went to school late and then missed a year because of typhoid 
fever), had such an autograph book when she entered high school, 
and she collected the autographs of many of her friends. When she 
grew up, she married Charles Fontaine, and had 5 children. She 
worked at the Ware Knitters factory in the village, until she had an 
opportunity to work for Avon Products. An excellent salesperson, 
she sold and then managed a team of saleswomen selling. When 
she left Avon, she worked at Hazen Union as an aide in the library. 
A tireless volunteer at St. Norbert’s Catholic Church and with the 
Catholic Daughters organization, she died in 2011

I have no idea what became of my autograph book. Fortunately, 
Esther kept hers safe, and it has come to the HHS.

Elizabeth H Dow

Hardwick
Nov. 13, 1941

Dear Esther,
 In a valley on a rock
 Are these words
  “Dear Esther forget me not.”
   Love
   a classmate
   Jeannette Badger
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802-472-9100 • Fax 866-450-9747
novt@pdr-usa.net

pauldavisrestorationvermont.com

404 Wolcott Street • Hardwick, VT 05843

In my hands are pen and ink
Listen now to what I think
Whether you be rich or poor
You’ll always be welcome at my 
door
My friendship will always be 
As stout as an old oak tree
If you are listening still
I’ll remember you in my will
 An old classmate,
  Mary Fearon

Class of ‘44, Nov. 13, 1940

November 22, 1940
No period left out today.

Long may you wait,
Long may you tarry
Court whom you like
But --- be careful who you marry

Yours till the  Marguerite Demar 
undertaker Schoolmate ‘40 
undertakes to

A page from Esther Bailey Fontaine’s autograph book.
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P.O. Box 557, Hardwick, Vt 05843
802-472-5721

P.O. Box 129, Stowe, VT 05672
802-253-4855
email: jennifer@stoweinsurance.com

Jennifer Bellavance, Insurance Agent

November 22, 1940

Traveling down the stream of 
life,
In your little canoe
May you have a pleasant time,
With room enough for two.

 Your Friend
 Thelma Fletcher 
 Class of ‘43
 Hardwick Academy 
(Woodbury, Vermont)

November 21, 1940

Esther was in the bathtub,
Mother forgot and took out the 
plug,
Oh! my gosh! Oh! my soul!
There goes Esther down the hole.

  Your Classmate,
       Peggy Weeks

(I’ll be yours until the woodpiles)

Northeast Service Center
Automotive Repair

191 Wolcott St.
P.O.Box 134, Hardwick Vt 
802-472-6605
George Howard

A page from Esther Bailey Fontaine’s autograph book.
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