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The Hardwick Historical Society

We’re open for the season. We’re located in the old rail-
road depot behind the Town House, and we open our doors 
to the public every Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 
1:00-4:00. If you can’t come during our regular hours, con-
tact Lorraine Hussey at (802) 472-5903 or Elizabeth Dow at 
(802) 472-6424 to set up another time.

****
We’ve had a good winter. As you may know, Ray and Kim 

Small, owners of the Hardwick Gazette gave us 40 years’ of 
photos (1977-2017) – roughly 25,000 images. We have la-
beled the images from 1977 through 2010 by town, date, 
people, and event, and we’re now in the process of organizing 
them by topic. We’ll label 2011-2017 next winter.

****
Recently, Eleanor Angell, of Burlington, whose family 

roots go back to 19th century Hardwick, left us a bequest 
of $90,000. It came as we’re planning to create a secure and 
climate-controlled storage space – The Eleanor Angell Room 
– to assure all our historical documents and artifacts survive 
for hundreds of years. The Board will use part of the bequest 
toward that effort and create an endowment with the rest.

****
Hazen Union dedicates its June classes to intense study 

of special topics. This year teacher Aaron Hill offered a course 
on the history of sports in the schools of Hardwick, and for 
four of the five mornings in the first week of June, groups 
of 12-15 students came to the Depot to study old newspa-
pers, yearbooks, pictures, and displays to give them the facts 
and context they needed for their particular topics. Topics 
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included the basketball team that played for the 1921-1922 
state championship, football at Hardwick Academy, Title IX’s 
impact on girls’ activities at Hazen, team fashion trends in 
boys’ basketball uniforms across the 20th and 21st century, 
among others. Volunteers Lorraine Hussey, Elizabeth Dow, 
and Donna Hale got a real workout as they scurried around 
the Depot fetching materials to meet everyone’s information 
needs. The students proved to be model researchers in the 
way they handled old and fragile materials, respected their 
classmates, and conducted themselves in general. 

****
The cover photo shows our new sign. The Board pur-

chased it with the money donated in honor of Bobsy Daniels. 
Great Big Graphics in Morrisville designed and created it. We 
think it’s quite handsome and a fitting tribute. Chair of the 
Society’s Buildings and Grounds Committee, Taylor Meyer 
(right) conscripted his brother, Nick (left), to help him put it 
up. Thanks, guys.  

Publications Committee

 

Gates salvaGe Yard
Car Crushing ~ Metal Recycling ~ Scrap Metal Containers

Tire Recycling ~ Late Model Used Parts ~ Used Cars & Trucks

Joe rivard, Owner/Operator

231 Craftsbury Rd, Hardwick VT 05843
Phone: 802-472-5794     Fax: 802-472-5058

gatessalvage@myfairpoint.net

Archival Quality Containers to Protect  
Your Family Papers 

Now Available at the HHS
All folders @ $.50 ea.

15" x 12" x 10" cartons @ $12.50 ea.
15" x 6" x 10" cartons @ $8.50 ea.

Encapsulation polyester:  
2 mil @ $.85/sheet // 3 mil @ $1.10/sheet

Contact Lorraine Hussey at 472-5903
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Many of you responded to the stories in the previous issue of the Jour-
nal. As always, you set me straight about some details I had missed. Thank 
for your help; a good editor is a writer’s best friend. 

Orise Ainsworth and Allen Davis both pointed out that after the camp-
ers had walked from Camp Wapanacki to Hardwick, a bus took them back 
to camp; they didn’t have to walk. Allen remembered seeing them sitting 
on the wall in front of Hardwick Academy and the New Gym as they 
waited for the bus. 

Orise also pointed out that Ashley’s Store sat across the road from 
where the laundromat sits today, and the Ben Franklin’s was located in the 
current Gohl building. 

Allen added that “Ann Stratton (Hardwick Academy ‘46) met her fu-
ture husband Tony Trijjilo a Mexican American from New York, [at Camp 
Wapanacki]. She got a scholarship to New York University through the 
influence of Frampton. She went on to head up work with Down Syn-
drome youngsters in California which she always said was related to her 
Wapanaki experience. I am sure there are many other stories.”

Allen observed that French Canadians “were treated badly because 
they were Catholic. There is a story often repeated, but I have never seen 
the evidence, that French Canadians could not get loans from the Hardwick 
Trust Co. and went to Danville to get mortgages.”  Mary Jane Fradette, 
who started her banking career working at the Hardwick Trust in the late 
1960s, confirmed Allen’s claim.

Elizabeth H. Dow 

commeNts oN tHe wapaNacki issue 

All are welcome!

Buffalo Mountain 
Coop & Cafe

472-6020
Mon-Fri 8-7, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-6

Main Street Hardwick
 Celebrating over 40 Years!

KiMBall HOuse
Bed & Breakfast

Sue & Todd Holmes
173 Glenside Avenue, Hardwick, VT 05843

802-472-6228

www.kimballhouse.com ~ info@kimballhouse.com

“A warm and comfortable home in the heart of the Northeast Kingdom”
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As the nineteenth century turned into the twentieth, Hardwick experienced an 
industrial boom which attracted men and their families from all over the world. So 
many unmarried men came that the June 1900 federal census counted 210 unmar-
ried men and only 116 unmarried women in the Village of Hardwick. No doubt 
the disparity made the local parents of marriageable young women a little nervous, 
and it raised the question in my mind, “Who did Hardwick’s daughters marry?”

In the early 1980s, I did a survey of three periods in Hardwick’s marriage 
license records, concentrating on the 320 weddings licensed in Hardwick in 1890-
1893, 1900-1903, and 1910-1913, a time when Hardwick’s economy experienced 
enormous change.1

A handful of businessmen in Hardwick had developed a few small granite 
cutting sheds in the decades after the Civil War. The industry grew slowly but 
inexorably, and by 1890, the village of South Hardwick needed fiscal autonomy 
to pay for public utilities – water, sewer, sidewalks, etc. – the rural populations 
resisted funding through town taxes. South Hardwick incorporated as the Village 
of Hardwick in 1891 and embarked on an ambitious program of civic improve-
ments.2 It seemed a good time and place to be young and starting out in life.

Between 1890 and1893, Town Clerk Effie Waldron licensed 150 men and 
women to marry. Thirty-two of them were born in Hardwick, while 85 came from 
other Vermont towns, most of which bordered Hardwick. Another 11 came from 
outside Vermont, and 12 came from Canada. One groom came from Scotland. 
Nine brides had their birth place listed as “unknown.”

In the decade of the 1890s, growth in the the granite industry in Hardwick ac-
celerated. The completion of the Hardwick and Woodbury Railroad (H&W RR) 
made hauling of granite from the quarries in Woodbury to the sheds in Hardwick 

marriage iN Hardwick, 1890-1915 
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relatively easy. Growth in the industry received further stimulation when the incor-
porated Village of Hardwick built an electric power plant in 1897.

In 1903, Holden’s Woodbury Granite Company secured the contract for the 
Pennsylvania State Capitol, then the largest building-granite contract ever negoti-
ated. The company filled the contract two months ahead of schedule and firmly 
established itself as a major force in the building granite industry. For the next two 
decades “the Company,” as the locals called it, dominated the Village economy. 

By the same time, Canadian immigration had become common, but begin-
ning with the building of the H&W RR, European immigrants came to the Village 
of Hardwick in large numbers. In 1900, Vermont’s immigrant population made up 
13% of the total population. Nationally, 14% of the population had immigrated. 
At that time 24% of the people in the Village of Hardwick came from outside the 
United States. New York City, the great open door to the U.S., had an immigrant 
population of 37%.3  

Between 1900 and 1903, Town Clerk Ira Shattuck licensed the marriage of 
238 people – 88 more a decade earlier. Thirty-eight were born in Hardwick, while 
127 came from other towns in Vermont, most near Hardwick. Another 34 came 
from a state outside Vermont, while 15 came from Canada and 13 from Europe. 

A newly opened granite quarry.
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Eleven brides have no place of birth listed.  
In 1912, “the Company” signed a contract every three days to build office 

buildings, banks, courthouses, post offices, etc., and the Village contained a wide 
array of stores and services to accommodate the needs and recycle the wages of 
the hundreds of men who worked in the local sheds and quarries. In the wake of 
the growth, the wedding business boomed, as did the area’s ethnic diversity. The 
nation’s immigrant population had risen to 14.1%, Vermont’s, to 14%, the Vil-
lage’s, to 34%, and New York City’s to 40.8%.4 

Between 1910 and 1913, Town Clerk Charles Pierce licensed 252 people to 
marry.  Of them, 35 were born in Hardwick, 142, in towns outside Hardwick, and 
30, in states outside Vermont.  European immigrants exceeded Canadian, as 18 of 
the brides and grooms came from Canada, while 27 came from Europe. Finally all 
brides had identified birthplaces. 

Getting married takes a lot of time and work. The couple must meet, court, 
agree on the union, then plan and carry out the ceremony; every stage fraught 
with emotional turmoil and usually some family politics. As brides and grooms 
filled out the application for a marriage license, each marked the conclusion of a 
personal saga, but their marriage license captures only the essential facts through 
which we may glimpse a bit of the human drama involved. 

For instance, who one marries depends on who one meets and that depends 
on where one is or has been. Regardless of place of birth, the vast majority of 
both brides and grooms resided in Hardwick at the time they got their license, so I 
assume most met in or around Hardwick, like the 1902 couple Henry Schneider, 
32, a granite cutter born in Germany, and Victoria Carlton, 33, born in Canada. 
Similarly, Brownington-born granite cutter Charles McLellan, 35, married Shel-
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burne-born Frederica Riendeau, 21, early in 1914. They all lived in Hardwick at 
the time. 

Some weddings represented commitments made in another place. In 1904, 
plumber Richard Russell, 21, born in Luds, Quebec and living in Hardwick, mar-
ried Georgia Phelps, 21, born and living in Jefferson, N.H. He may have met her 
as she visited Hardwick, but more likely he worked in New Hampshire, found and 
made his choice, then moved to Hardwick to establish himself in a growing com-
munity where he could hope to support a wife and children.

While the marriage license always listed the occupation of the groom, the 
Town Clerks routinely ignored the occupation line for the bride. Census data tells 
us that most unmarried women in Hardwick worked as some form of domestic 
help, as a store or office clerk, or as a seamstress of some sort. A few had profes-
sional jobs as teachers or nurses, and all expected to leave their positions as soon 
as they married. While an ambitious young man could look to a bright future in 
Hardwick, neither the Town nor the Village offered much economic future for an 
unmarried women – except a large number of potential husbands to choose from. 
The grooms worked in the granite industry, in other local businesses, or on local 
farms. None was a student, and few were professionals. 

Brides ages typically ranged between 18 and 24 years old. The youngest,16, 
had her parental permission slip attached to the license application. Grooms tended 
to be slightly older, usually between 20 and 30, although brides and grooms com-
monly married in their early 30s. Typically the ages of couples marrying for the 
first time fell within 4-5 years of each other in age. So, in 1904, merchant Augustus 
Mahon, 26, and Florence Wilmerson, 21, represented a very common match. He 
was born in Waterbury, she in Woodbury, but they both lived in Hardwick.
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Before modern medicine, relatively young men and women lost spouses to 
common diseases, like tuberculosis, appendicitis, countless infections, and ac-
cidents; a few divorced. Every year, therefore, a handful of brides and grooms 
married for a second or third time. In those cases, their age spreads frequently 
varied by a difference of 10 to 20 years.  In 1893, for instance, Walden farmer 
William Smith, 60, married Sarah Gilkesse, 36, of Hardwick; his third marriage, 
her second. In 1900, Hardwick farmer V. Niles, 50, married Malvina Thornton of 
Hardwick, 34; the second marriage for both of them.

Several men married women substantially older than they. In 1911, lumber-
man William Gabree, 40, of Hardwick, married Malinda Grant, 50, of North Crafts-
bury; it was his third, her second marriage. The same year, train master Clarence 
Houston, 53, of Virginia, Minnesota, married Mary Wakefield, 60, of Hardwick. 
Houston had been born in Hardwick; this was his second marriage, her first.

Brides usually expected to move to their husband’s home, so traditionally 
weddings take place in the home town of the bride before she leaves her family 
for her new life, perhaps far away. In 1891 marine engineer Charles Bailey, 28, 
married Alameria Adgate, 26. He was born in Greensboro, she in Irasburg, but he 
lived in Philadelphia, Pa.  Earlier that year Almeria’s sister, Mary Adgate, 21, mar-
ried Allen Nichols, 24.  He had been born in Burlington and worked as a lawyer 
in Pomona, Ca. 

Getting a marriage license always came near the end of wedding preparations. 
I assume that the groom could apply for it without the bride at his side, and many 
must have. It’s the only way I can explain the 20 licenses with no place of birth for 
the bride. It might also explain other gaps in the records, like the two brides with 
no ages recorded. And perhaps it explains the two brides listed as Mrs. somebody 
in a second marriage.



10

Someone must perform the ceremony, and Hardwick contained a variety of 
Protestant churches, a Catholic church, and a number of Justices of the Peace. The 
Hardwick weddings of people born in Italy, traditionally a Catholic country, never 
occurred at St. Norbert’s Catholic Church, built in 1902. Without exception in this 
study, one of the Protestant ministers, usually the Baptist minister, or a Justice of 
the Peace married Italian couples in Hardwick. Other studies make clear that most 
Italian granite workers in the U.S. did not affiliate with any church at all,5 and we 
also know that Catholic churches tended to reflect the ethnic affiliation of their 
parishioners. St. Norbert’s, built by a French priest and subsequently served by 
Irish priests, did not attract Italian couples. Apparently Italians in Hardwick who 
wanted an Italian Catholic wedding went somewhere else to get married.

In 1912, when Mark Ingraham, 32, the local Congregational minister, mar-
ried Aurlie Hitchcock, 18, they had Charles Staples, the Unitarian minister from 
Burlington, conduct the ceremony.

So, who did Hardwick’s children marry? Hardwick’s sons and daughters both 
typically married someone from outside Hardwick, although usually from another 
Vermont town, and nearly always from the United States. Hardwick brides usually 
met their grooms in Hardwick, – boys who shared the brides’ Yankee culture. 

Regardless of place of birth, cultural identity strongly determined the choice 
of spouse; most people chose from their own or a similar ethnic heritage. For in-
stance, in 1911, stone cutter William Richardson, 30, from Delbaettie Scotland, 
married Mary Kelly, 29, of Addiewell, Scotland; they both lived in Hardwick 
at the time. Spanish-born granite cutter Jose Moreno, 24, married Spanish-born 
Carolina Freire, 22. Italian-born Luigi Zechinelli, 24, married Barre-born Laura 
Bardelli, 19. I found no cases of Italians, the most culturally different of the im-
migrants, marrying Yankees in Hardwick. 

An ethnic intermarriage in Hardwick meant that a Hardwick woman married 
a man from a different culture; not the reverse. Why? The census data shows that 
unmarried men came to Hardwick alone. Women, especially non-Yankee women, 
did not – they came as part of their fathers’ or brothers’ families.  As a result, Eu-
ropean or Canadian men in Hardwick met few women from their own culture. 
Competition for the few non-Yankee women must have been keen, leaving most 
non-Yankee men,g who wanted to marry the choice of marrying a Yankee woman 
or importing a bride from somewhere. Most chose the former, like paving carver, 
Charles Grant, 26, from Scotland, who married Florence Kibbee, 25, from Hard-
wick in 1912, or granite cutter Charles O’Clair, 21, from St. Anne, Quebec, who 
married Susan Bruch, from Hardwick in 1903. 

In 1912, Charles O’Clair’s widowed mother, Julia, 55, born in Quebec of Irish 
parents, married Michael Doherty, 48, born in Ireland. I hope he treated her well; 
she had worked hard. Through the 1900 census of the Village of Hardwick, I know 
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that in 1899 Julia, her husband, 6 sons, and a daughter-in-law all immigrated from 
Quebec. In 1900, in addition to the 7 men in the family, Julia and her daughter-in-
law kept house for 8 borders, all Irish granite workers, and two small children.

In 1920, Hardwick’s granite industry had begun an irreversible slide. Most of 
the granite men left Hardwick, taking their brides with them. Hardwick’s economy 
sagged, but gradually stabilized around a few small granite manufacturers and the 
surrounding agricultural economy. People continued to get married, of course, but 
not in the same numbers nor with the same variety of partners. The boom times 
had ended; parents of daughters could relax a little.

Elizabeth H. Dow 
1. Unless otherwise noted, all data about marriages came from that study.
2. Elizabeth H. Dow. “Hardwick of the Map.” MA Thesis, UVM, 1985: 47-79.
3. Dow: 105. Campbell J. Gibson and Emily Lennon. “Historical Census Statistics on the Foreign-
born Population of the United States: 1850-1990” https://www.census.gov/population/www/

documentation/twps0029/twps0029.html. Viewed 7/1/2018.
4. Dow:106; Gibson and Lennon. 
5. Charles Peter Calcagni. “A Sociological Study of Religious Change Involving the Northern Italians 

in Barre.”  BA Thesis, Bates College, 1954.

hardwickgazette.com

Independent local 
news for one hundred 
twenty-eight years — 
subscribe online for 
just $30.00!
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mystery House

We ran images of Mystery Houses 7 and 8 in the previous 
issue. Janet and Spencer Slayton and Stephen and Sharon 
(Harvey) Slayton identified House 7 as the Carl and Jean 
Harvey home, located on the right side of the road heading 
west just beyond the intersection of Rtes 14 and 15 west of 
Hardwick village. Since the picture was taken about 1925, 
the porch had come off  and the barn replaced. Sharon Slay-
ton grew up there.

No thoughts on House 8.  
If you can identify Mystery Houses 9 and/or 10 below, 

please contact Lorraine Hussey at 472-5903. 

House 9

House 10
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Lee Earl Emerson was born in Hardwick, Vermont, on De-
cember 19, 1898, where his father, Frank Emerson, owned 
a granite shed in partnership with his brother. Lee’s family 
moved to Barton when he was 16, and he graduated from Bar-
ton Academy in 1917. He served as a member of the Students’ 
Army Training Corps in the United States Army during World 
War I. Emerson received an A.B. from Syracuse University in 
1921. After earning an LL.B. from George Washington Uni-
versity Law School in 1926, Emerson returned to Barton to 
practice law.

Emerson was elected as a conservative Republican to 
the Vermont House of Representatives in 1938 and served 
two terms. His party elected him Speaker of the House in his 
second term -- 1941 to 1943. Elected to the Vermont Sen-
ate in 1942, he served as President Pro Tempore. He then 
won election as Vermont’s Lieutenant Governor, serving from 

Hardwick-BorN goverNor 

John & Doug des Groseilliers

The Emerson Granite Shed.
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1945 to 1949. In September, 1948, supporters formed an 
Emerson-for-Governor Club in Hardwick – it seemed the next 
step.  Merrill A. Darling chaired the Club with William S. Hill 
as Vice-chair and Clayton Clow as secretary and treasurer. 
The Gazette endorsed him.1 

Throughout much of Vermont history, Governors and 
Lieutenant Governors had served according to the Repub-
lican Party’s “Mountain Rule2,” which deemed that the gov-
ernor and lieutenant should come from alternate sides of 
the Green Mountains every two or four years, but in 1946 
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that rule began to lose its power.  Ernest W. Gibson, Jr. had 
successfully challenged the established structure to win the 
governorship in 1946, and he defeated Emerson in the 1948 
Republican primary. Gibson went on to win re-election to a 
second term. 

In 1950, Gibson resigned to accept a federal judgeship, 
and the Lieutenant Governor, Harold J. Arthur, unexpect-
edly became governor. Arthur served out Gibson’s term but 
refused to run for a full term himself. That created an open-
ing for Emerson to run, successfully this time, for Governor 
in 1950 and 1952. He served from 1951 to 1955. 

As Governor, Emerson recommended that Vermont citi-
zens serving in the Korean War should receive a bonus from 
the state. He supported studies of the feasibility of building 
a natural gas pipeline for Vermont and of possible racial dis-
crimination in the state. Also during his administration, the 
Forest Act helped municipalities to establish forests.

Emerson’s state-wide political career came to an end in 
1955. In 1958, he ran unsuccessfully for the United States 
Senate, losing the Republican nomination to Winston Prouty. 
In 1960, he ran unsuccessfully for the Republican nomina-
tion for Vermont’s lone seat in the United States House of 
Representatives, losing to Governor Robert T. Stafford. 

Emerson married Dorcas M. Ball on August 4, 1927. They 
had two children, Nancy and Cynthia.  He died in Berlin, 
Vermont, on May 26, 1976. He is buried in Barton.3

Elizabeth H. Dow
1. “Hardwick Organizes Large Emerson-for-Governor Club” Hardwick Gazette. September 9, 1948: 

2. Samuel B Hand. “Mountain Rule Revisited,” Vermont History 71(Summer/Fall 2003): 139-151. 

3. Much of the substance for this article came from the Wikipedia article on Lee E. Emerson.
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ClipJointCo.com   (802) 472-3544

Northeast service Center
Automotive Repair

191 Wolcott St.
P.O.Box 134, Hardwick Vt 
802-472-6605
George Howard

aNNual report

Introduction:
The Hardwick Historical Society (HHS) presents the follow-

ing report of activities conducted in 2017.

Buildings: 
A year ago an old railroad Section House stood along the 

railroad bed behind the houses on the north side of West 
Church Street – gradually rotting into the ground. The owner 
of the Section House, the Vermont Transportation Depart-
ment, had just about completed the paperwork to have it 
demolished when Mario Fradette, a local contractor, volun-
teered to move it to a small piece of land the town owns be-
side the Depot. VTrans donated the building to the town, 
and, at his own expense, Mario moved it and is restoring it. 
We are deeply grateful that Mario’s generosity is saving this 
historic building – one of only about 10 such buildings that 
have survived from a time when every railroad track in Ver-
mont had a Section House every 8-10 miles. 

****
The HHS’s home, The Depot, has three sections. In 2012, 

the HHS updated the middle section to serve as a meeting 
room, but, because of the high cost, did not replace Nancy 
Schade’s whimsical silhouettes in the windows. Now that the 
room gets a lot of use as a meeting place,we need to put 
in real windows. Further, our collections have grown to the 
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vt Four seasons Photography
Linda Mae Clow

PO Box 132 Hardwick, VT 05843
(802) 793-2948 cell ~ (802) 472-6421 home

Email: rlmclow@gmail.com

802-472-9100 • Fax 866-450-9747
novt@pdr-usa.net

pauldavisrestorationvermont.com

404 Wolcott Street • Hardwick, VT 05843

point that we need to convert the western-most room into a 
storage space for our archival collections and museum arti-
facts. We will take on these projects this year. 

Collections: 
Faithful volunteers – Coleen Currier, Diane Tanguay, Car-

meline Williams, and Elaine Gendron – spent two summers 
opening egg boxes containing old Hardwick Gazettes, un-
folding each issue, flattening it into an archival folder for 
newspapers which then went into an archival box for news-
papers. As a result of their work, we know that, in addition 
to our bound volumes covering 1899-1956, we have: com-
plete runs of 1957, 1959, 1965, 1968-1972, 2005-2007, and 
2011-2016. We also have complete runs of The Hardwickian 
from 1975-1978, but we need the October-December, 1979, 
issues.  

If you find Gazettes for any of the following years, please let 
us know or just drop them off at the Depot:

1958, 
1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964, 
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P.O. Box 557, Hardwick, Vt 05843
802-472-5721

P.O. Box 129, Stowe, VT 05672
802-253-4855
email: jennifer@stoweinsurance.com

Jennifer Bellavance, Insurance Agent

            1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 
1980, 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988, 1989, 
1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 
2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2008, 2009, 2010.

****
The new owners of the Hardwick Gazette, Ray and Kim 

Small, invited the HHS into the Gazette Building to take any-
thing we wanted from the two floors of accumulated papers 
and records dating back to the mid-1970s. We selected about 
15 cubic feet of historically significant records. In addition, 
the Smalls gave us four five-drawer file cabinets of photo-
graphs from between 1977-2016 – approximately 25,000 
images. Both collections will take a lot of time to process, 
but when we’ve finished the processing, they will provide un-
equaled historical value.

****
We have records of who is buried where in Hardwick’s cem-

eteries, but those records stop at 1983. Mary Brochu has 
taken the lead on a project to update those records and de-
velop an index of occupants in the cemeteries. Her teams 
– Janet and Spencer Slayton, Colleen Currier and Diane 
Tanguay – will provide us with a valuable resource for those 
visitors who come to the HHS looking for information about 
the graves of ancestors. 

****  
Hardick Village Market 

75 Mill Street 
Hardwick, VT  05843 

(802) 472-6677 
www.hardwickvillagemarket.com 

Pam & Guy Trag, Owners 
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The 
Village 

Restaurant
Home Cooking at Its Best...

74 South Main Street • Hardwick, Vt 05843

802-472-5701

Brochu Citgo Service
Stick With The Best

richard Brochu, Owner
47 Mill St., Hardwick Vt 05843

(802) 472-8282

Wolcott Street, Hardwick Vermont

Coco Holton notified us of a Craigslist post from a gentle-
man in Burlington wanting to sell a pot-bellied stove he said 
came from the Hardwick Depot. We contacted the gentleman, 
and he donated the stove to us. We have no definitive proof 
that it actually did heat the Depot, so if you remember a pot-
bellied wood stove at the Depot, please come and see if our 
new acquisition looks familiar. 

****
We want to acquire more Hazen union materials.  You 

early graduates may be down-sizing; if you want to get rid of 
some of your HU stuff, please let us know. 

****
Finances: 
In 2017, the HHS had cash expenses of $10,200, paid for 

by a $3,000 appropriation at the 2016 Town Meeting, mem-
bership fees, advertising in the Journal, assorted donations, 
the St. Patrick’s Day dinner, sales of cards and back issues of 
the Journal, and bottle redemptions. We also received $1100 
in donated supplies. If we add the cash budget to the value 
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of donated supplies, we see that the historical society cost 
nearly $11,300 to keep open. Getting the work of the HHS 
done, however, took the considerable contribution of time 
from personnel, all of whom work for free. We’re very grateful 
for their support.

Personnel:
The volunteers logged 685 hours of free labor at the Depot in 

2017. Since the logged hours do not include extensive work 
volunteers did at home or in outside venues – the treasurer 
paying bills and keeping accounts, the publications com-
mittee preparing the quarterly Journal, etc. –  that number 
vastly under-represents the amount of work volunteers have 
contributed to make Hardwick’s history accessible to the 
public. Lorraine Hussey, alone, responded to 29 research-
ers who called her at home seeking information and/or pic-
tures. Others who contacted her had materials to donate. All 
of these contacts represent time not logged at the Depot. 

What is volunteer time worth? A group called Independent 
Sector1 monitors the activities of non-profit organizations 
all over the country and reports that the value of volunteer 
time in Vermont in 2017 averaged $23.29 per hour (it cal-
culates the national average at $24.14). By that calculation, 
volunteer time at the HHS has a value of about $16,000. 
Even if we ascribe only minimum wage, $9.60, to our vol-
unteer hours, they add about $6600 to the budget.  Thank 
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you, volunteers: Lorraine Hussey, Susan Earle, Lorraine Hill, 
Carmeline Williams, Elaine Gendron, Bill Bird, Janet Slay-
ton, Spencer Slayton, Tracy Martin, Linda Mae Clow, Mary 
Brochu, Taylor Meyer, Ken Williams, Colleen Currier, Di-
ane Tanguay, George Hemmens, Mario Fradette, Mary Jane 
Fradette, Norma Spaulding, Shari Cornish, Ray Small, Mike 
Lance, and Kris Lance.

Membership:
Membership stands at about 300 members. We would love 

to add others; consider giving a membership as a gift.

Presentations:
The HHS Exhibits Committee has developed several dis-

plays on the walls of the Depot that present Hardwick his-
tory. We have some permanent displays, but we also have 
some that change routinely. The 2017 changing displays fo-
cused on how Hardwick participated in World War I.

****
We held our fall membership program on October 2, featur-

ing a panel of former students from the graduating classes of 
1971 and 1972 – the juniors and seniors who left Hardwick 
Academy to become the first two graduating classes from Ha-
zen Union. Dan Hudson, a teacher at both HA and HU, led 
the discussion, and members of the audience joined in. A 
good time was had by all. The local community television 
station, HCTV, captured the program which you can stream 
from their website: http://hctv.us/; click on the “Older En-
tries” button below the four newest programs they feature. 
If you watch the program and have something you’d like to 
add, contact Journal editor, Elizabeth H. Dow at edow1@
earthlink.net.

Life. Money.
Let’s make the most of both.

Personal • Business • Wealth

84 Vt route 15 West, hardwick
802-472-6556
communitybankna.com

bank happy
Member FDIC
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Publications:
The HHS publishes this Journal four times yearly, which 

each member receives. This year the Journal included ar-
ticles as wide-ranging as Hardwick’s response to World War 
I to a biographical sketch of E.R. Fletcher, an early promoter 
of using Woodbury granite for buildings. We warmly invite 
articles and manuscripts from people who have stories to tell 
about Hardwick’s history.

Visitors:  
The HHS opened the Depot to the public every Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoons between 1:00 and 4:00 from early May, 
this year, through late October and during special events, 
such as Spring Festival and the Crafts Fair. Further, we wel-
come guests by appointment. Our guest book shows we had 
70 visitors in 2017. Because many people do not sign the 
guest book, we estimate that number represents only 60% of 
the people who came to visit. Visitors from as near as Hard-
wick and as far as California and New Mexico came for a va-
riety of reasons – graduate level research, historical research 
for work-related projects, genealogical research, simple cu-
riosity, and school assignments. All said nice things about 
what they found. 

Our History:
Margaret Speir, a retired Hardwick school teacher, spear-

headed the creation of the Hardwick Historical Society. She 
set about collecting historical documentation about the 
town, especially pictures. The HHS became a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization in 1983 and acquired the use of the town-
owned railroad depot, restoring it between 2001 and 2004, 
as an archive and museum for its collections. At the same 
time the Town moved its Civil War Museum to the Depot to 
free up space in the Memorial Building for offices. 

Today the HHS follows its mission of preserving, explaining, 
and helping others discover the history of the Town of Hard-
wick and its people. To achieve its mission, the HHS keeps 
a collection of historical records, photographs, publications, 
ephemera, and artifacts that document the history of Hard-
wick. The paper collection is especially strong in reflecting 
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the life of the village of Hardwick since the late 19th century, 
including business records from the granite industry and an-
cillary businesses that dominated the community’s economy 
during the first half of the 20th century. The artifact collec-
tion documents many of the businesses in Hardwick over the 
20th century. Its biggest collection of artifacts documents the 
activities at Hardwick Academy. 

Before you clean out your attic/basement/closets/garage 
of all that old stuff, please give me or Lorraine Hussey (472-
6424 or 472-5903) an opportunity to look for historical trea-
sures in it.

.
Elizabeth H. Dow, President

1. Independent Sector's Value of Volunteer Time. “The value of volunteer time is based on the 
hourly earnings (approximated from yearly values) of all production and non-supervisory workers 
on private non-farm payrolls average (based on yearly earnings provided by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics) for the national average. Independent Sector indexes this figure to determine state 
values and increases it by 12 percent to estimate for fringe benefits.” http://independentsector.
org/volunteer_time.
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During the 19th century, the development of agricul-
tural equipment powered by internal combustion engines 
progressed to the point that, by the turn of the century, all 
could see that these machines would replace horses. Charles 
W. Hart and Charles H. Parr developed the first successful 
American tractor – a two-cylinder gasoline engine. In 1903, 
their firm built 15 tractors.1 Henry Ford followed with a 
light-weight, mass-produced gasoline-powered machine. The 
smaller and more affordable machine began to catch on in 
the 1910s. In 1917, about the time the U.S. joined Allies in 
World War I, Ford introduced the Fordson as American farm-
ers faced the need to feed both the US and Europe. By 1923, 
the Fordson had 77% of the U.S. Market.2 

After World War I ended in 1918, agriculture faced a deep 
and persistent economic depression which drove many farm-
ers out of businesstoand undoubtedly cut into the sale of 
tractors. In response, Ford and a company called Pullford 
developed a kit for converting a car to a tractor, the Pullford, 
manufactured in Quincy, Illinois. 

According to a sales brochure that the HHS has in its 
collection, a farmer could attach the Pullford to any Ford 

tHe pullford
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automobile in thirty minutes, and remove it in less time. The 
brochure expalins that “For the past four or five years these 
attachments have been made for farmers owning cars on 
special orders and usually after their own plans. The Pullford 
is the result of these plans and the efforts of our engineering 
department to produce an equipment that would be mechan-
ically correct. It is quickly attached to or removed from the 
car, and offers  a money saving answer to the power problem 
on the ordinary farm.”

After removing the rear wheels from the car, the farmer 
attached a set of pinion gears to the rear axle in place of 
the wheels; the kit came with two different sized gears. The 
gears engaged a ring gear inside the Pullford wheels, thereby 
slowing the speed of the car but increasing the torque, thus 
the pulling power, on the wheels. The farmer also replaced 
the car’s fairly small fan with a larger one to cool the engine 
which would have to work harder at a lower speed. The bro-
chure exclaimed, “Here’s low cost power for plowing, disc-
ing, pulling drills, mowers, binders, the hay loader, manure 
spreader, road grader, hauling heavy loads to and from town, 
etc. You can use it the whole year around -- and save its cost 
over and over again. If you do not own a Ford, get one and 
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attach a Pullford to it.” The brochure shows a base price of 
$135, which amounts to about $1940 in current money. 

The brochure goes on to say, “For the past 10 months 
we have been working the Pullford, hauling coal about the 
city of  Quincy, [IL] delivering the regular run of orders in 
loads of 2000 lbs. to 6000 lbs.; also in our lumber yard and 
with our large spring wagon attached for hauling steel bars- 
heavy castings and merchandise from the freight houses to 
our factory, these loads run from 4000 to 6000 lbs. The Ford 
car, with Pullford attached, will do this work easily, running 
along at 5 to 6 miles per hour over ordinary roads, climbing 
ordinary hills [in] high [gear], with no more strain or effort 
than when the car is running 20 to 25 miles per hour for 
pleasure riding. The ten-inch tires, plain, without cones, fur-
nish ample traction except when roads are soft and muddy. 
On work of this kind, the Pullford will actually save $150 to 
$200 per year of cost of doing the same work with horses. 
Any man using ten teams of horses or mules can save $1500 
to $2000 per year by substituting a Ford Car with Pullford 
attached....The Pullford is a practical labor saving, money 
saving machine, and has come to stay for plowing and haul-
ing....” Seeking to shape the future, the brochure ended its 
pitch by declaring that “No farm should be without a tractor 
of some kind.”  

Made of metal, the Pullford came in black or red. The 
company manufactured it from 1923-1925.4 It may not have 
sold well, or, perhaps, as the agricultural economy improved, 
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andrea Gilbert, d.v.M
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Hardwick, VT 05843
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the sale of regular tractors made it unnecessary. I can’t say 
whether any farmers in Hardwick actually used one. Images 
of Vermont farms contain lots of horses into the 1950s. It 
makes sense that tractors would appeal first to farmers of 
fields flatter than most in the Hardwick area.

Elizabeth H Dow Technical assistance from William L. Hicks
 

1. “Tractor”. Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tractor#Gasoline-powered_tractor. Viewed 

7/2/2018.

2. Ibid.

3. This depression opened the door for many of the French-Canadian farmers who settled in the 

Hardwick area. See the Hardwick Historical Society Journal, Volume 6, Issue 4. 

4. Henry Ford Museum Digital Collections. “Pullford Farm Tractor Converted from 1923 Ford Model 

T Automobile” https://www.thehenryford.org/collections-and-research/digital-collections/

artifact/188731/#slide=gs-194785  Viewed 7/2/2018. 
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