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The Hardwick Historical Society

A century ago this month, the United States, including Hardwick, 
went to war. The Gazette of the time clearly conveyed the assumption  
that the war effort included everyone in the country – not just the 
military. Our country has waged war in Afghanistan for the past fifteen 
years and in other parts of the Middle East for at least a decade, but we 
don’t sense the war effort at our doorstep or garden as did Hardwickians 
of a hundred years ago. 

This issue and at least the next rely heavily on WWI posters 
which the Library of Congress  makes available through the Prints 
and Photographs Online Catalog (PPOC)  < www.log.gov/pictures/
collection/wwipos > According to the site “During World War I, the 
impact of the poster as a means of communication was greater than 
any other time in history.”  The HHS does not have a strong collection 
of WWI images, so I’ve turned to the Library of Congress.  We do not 
know if the images included in the Journal appeared in the Hardwick 
area, but they might have. 

Our St. Patrick’s Day Dinner went very well as usual.  We sold all 
our dinner tickets and did an impressive business in take-out cartons. 
Krazy Kountry provided live music, and folks had a good time. Orise 
Ainsworth won the 50-50 raffle and Debbie Brown won the quilt Nancy 
Stevens donated. Congratulations, winners! 

Thanks to all who made the dinner happen. As you can imagine, 
planning and preparing the dinner requires a lot of work, and the folks 
who have done it for the past 15 years have come to the end of their 
energy. We’re looking for people to take on the job, so if you could help 
next year, contact Lorraine Hussey at 472-5903. 
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We will hold our spring membership meeting on May 22. We’re still 
working on the program, so we’ll let you know when we have nailed it 
down.   

The Herrick baby, described in the next article, weighed 27 pounds 
at birth. It may be the largest baby ever recorded. Would anyone like to 
take on the project of convincing the Guiness World’s Records editors of 
that? You can find the process described on the organization’s web site 
cited in the article’s footnote. 

Finally, while we do not think of the HHS as the last stop before 
the dump, we do ask that you keep us in mind as you sort through 
Hardwick-related materials you no longer want to take responsibility 
for. Paper (diaries, letters, financial documents, etc.), pictures, or objects 
could all find a permanent home and historical usefulness at the HHS. 
If you have something to offer, call Lorraine Hussey, 472-5903, or 
Elizabeth Dow, 472-6424. 

Publications Committee

Family Owned
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Hardwick BaBy weigHed 27 PouNds

On Thursday, 
December 10, 1908, 
the following story 
appeared on the front 
page of the Hardwick 
Gazette: 

“One of the 
most remarkable 
child births ever 
recorded occurred 
in Hardwick last 
Thursday afternoon 
[December 3, 1908], 
when a male child 
weighing twenty-
seven pounds was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. 
H.L. Herrick. The 
next largest on record 
in the world, upon 
authority of the local 
medical profession, is 
twenty-two pounds. 
The Herrick child 

was carried by its mother eleven and a half months and when it 
came into the world was alive, but lived only a few minutes. It 
was perfectly formed in every way. The parents are each thirty-
eight years old and this was the twelfth child born to them, three of 
whom are alive. All were exceptionally heavy at the time of birth, 
the lightest weighing eleven pounds four ounces, and the next 
heaviest sixteen pounds thirteen and a half ounces. Mr. And Mrs. 
Herrick are people of medium size, weighing respectively about 
170 and 140 pounds. Both are of New England Yankee descent, the 
forebears of the mother being of Indian origin.

“Dr.’s Carter and Darling, the attending physicians, and several 
other people were present when the child was weighed.”

The Hardwick vital records confirm the birth and death of the 
unnamed infant, although they differ from the Gazette on details. 

Part of the Herrick baby’s death certificate 

showing the doctor’s note on her birth weight.
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The death certificate lists the child as a female, buried in Fairmount 
(probably Fairview) Cemetery on December 4, 1908.  The parents, 
Herbert and Lillian Williams Herrick, both from Surry, Maine, 
lived in Hardwick at the time of the birth. Dr. S.E. Darling entered 
the cause of death as “Protracted and difficult labor[,] child 
weighing 27 lbs.”

The Guiness World Records website lists a 22 pound boy born 
to Anna Bates of Seville, Ohio, in 1879, as the world’s heaviest 
baby. Unlike the normal-sized Herricks, Anna and Martin Bates 
stood 7’ 11” and 7’ 9” respectively.  Drs. Carter and Darling 
probably referred to the Bates baby when they described the largest 
baby on record. It, too, died shortly after its birth. 

Elizabeth H. Dow

 “Heaviest birth.”  www.guinessesworldrecords.com/world-records/heaviest-birth viewed 
2/20/2017. 

Archival Quality Containers to Protect  
Your Family Papers 

Now Available at the HHS
All folders @ $.50 ea.

15" x 12" x 10" cartons @ $12.50 ea.
15" x 6" x 10" cartons @ $8.50 ea.

Encapsulation polyester:  
2 mil @ $.85/sheet // 3 mil @ $1.10/sheet

Contact Lorraine Hussey at 472-5903
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As a nation of immigrants and a nation that promotes universal 
literacy, our schools have always had students with no or very few 
English language skills – students referred to today as limited-
English- proficient (LEP) students. As if starting public school wasn’t 
trauma enough, being a kid in a school conducted in a language he 
or she didn’t speak adds a layer of trauma and complexity that’s 
difficult to imagine for those of us who did not experience it. With 
that in mind, I did some background reading,1  and I spoke with 
several Hardwick residents who went through the experience. I also 
spoke with one teacher who had LEP students in her class. 

goiNg to scHool Before sPeakiNg eNglisH

East Hardwick Elementary School had two rooms: one for grades 1-4 and 

the other for grades 5-8. This is the younger class, c.1936. If you can fill 

in any of the question marks, please call Lorraine Hussey at 472-5903.

Front Row: Pauline Anair, Pauline LaPointe(?), Ann Montgomery,  

Margaret Massey, Geraldine Anair, ? Dunbar, Paul Fuller, Madeline 

Dickey, Florence Couture, Helen Dimick, Ernest (Pete) Dimick

Middle Row: Roland Paine, Richard Paine, Leona Anair, Rachel Tan-

guay(?), Ellsworth (Peter) Hancock, ?, ?, ?, Theresa Guay, Philip Brochu

Back Row: Ona Paine, James Batten, Bertha Couture, Blanche Auger, 

Fernand Bellevance, ? Bellevance, Raymond Massey, Normand Couture, 

Bernard Stewart, Adrian Brochu
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Although Quebec children knew that moving to Vermont meant 
they would not live in Canada anymore, they didn’t always appreciate 
the changes that implied. Dorilla Boudreau Bessette moved to the 
Wolcott area with her family and recalled that a few days after they 
arrived, she and her sister started to attend the local school. “We 
thought it would be nice to study and play with children our ages. What 
a  disappointment. We found none of the other children could speak 
French!....The teacher was very nice. She brought us some papers with 
drawings, some crayons, and other things to pass the time....At the 
end of the day Aunt Mary was anxiously waiting for us....But when 
she spoke, both of us burst into tears. “We can’t go to school here. We 
can’t talk with anyone. We are going back to Canada.” 2

All my student interviewees  grew up in French-speaking homes. 
Some of the parents spoke English, others did not. In all cases, 
however, they spoke French at home. All had siblings. One had an 
older brother whom her parents kept out of school until he and she 
could walk into East Hardwick together to go to school. One family 
of children all went to school a few days after the family moved. 
An older boy had attended school in Quebec, but the East Hardwick 
teachers put him back into the 1st grade. By the mid-1920s’, East 
Hardwick, Center Road, and Cobb Schools all had French-speaking 
students but, nobody from those schools  remembered teachers doing 
anything special besides pairing them with an English-speaking 
student to help coach them along. As they made English-speaking 
friends, their English improved. All said they took the language home 
where siblings helped each other, and some helped their parents. 

None remembered any stigma connected with their inability 
to speak English, although one remembered being bullied by 
neighborhood kids. None remembered feeling ashamed because of 
the language deficit. All, however, remember that it took a couple 
years before they felt confident speaking in English. 

All are welcome!

Buffalo Mountain 
Coop & Cafe

472-6020
Mon-Fri 8-7, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-6

Main Street Hardwick
 Celebrating over 40 Years!



8

Unlike the students who attended the schools in the East Hardwick 
area, one interviewee attended Hardwick Academy Elementary 
School (HAES) which had almost no French-speaking children. 
She remembered that her teacher, Marian Smith, went out of her 
way to find worksheets of images and vocabulary words she, her 
student, and the student’s mother could all use. My interviewee, the 
oldest in her family, helped her siblings. She remembered that she 
found that learning individual vocabulary words came fairly easily, 
but that understanding the meaning of a sentence beyond the literal  
meaning of the words did not.3  That difficulty reflected a larger 
adjustment from the cultural norms and expectations carried by the 
French language to the cultural norms and expectations carried by 
the English language. 

Teachers confronted with LEP students had no special preparation. 
For the most part they taught in small multi-grade school houses, often 
alone with a student population of ranging from ages 6 to 14. Which 
school a teacher taught at greatly influenced how often she dealt with 
LEP students. Schools in the area of East Hardwick (Center Road 
School, Cobb School, East Hardwick School) had a high proportion 
of LEP students – the children of the French Canadian families who 
had purchased and moved onto local farms, mostly after World War 
I. Teachers in Mackville and Hardwick Village occasionally had 
LEP students, usually from a single family. 

If they taught at HAES, teachers taught a single grade level, 
reported to a teaching principal, and had no other administrative 
help to turn to. Further, HAES teachers routinely had classes of more 
than 30 students. My teacher interviewee taught 2nd grade at HEAS, 
and reported that when one of the teachers had an LEP student, they 
all suggested ways to help the student adjust. Because of their large 
classes, teachers could not devote much special time to LED students, 
but they did what they could, including occasionally sending for an 
older sibling or bilingual student to serve as interpreter. 

The community assumed that the children would learn to speak 
English, so it imposed no punishment on them if they used French 
with siblings and friends.4  The obituary of Yvette Brochu Daneault, 
daughter of Davila and Elodie Brochu, suggests that learning the 
language went both ways. It reported that she attended Cobb School, 
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and it included the following memory: “When she recalled her first 
year in school, she said ... “We didn’t speak English and the teacher 
didn’t speak French. By the end of the year, we spoke English and 
she spoke French.”5  None of my interviewees remembered such a 
transformation, but undoubtedly those teachers who worked with 
French-speaking students picked up key parts of the language to 
help their students make the transition from French to English. One 
also assumes that English-speaking children might have picked up 
some French. I would welcome something from that perspective as 
a follow-up to this article.

Elizabeth H. Dow

1. State University of New York, Oneonta. Help! They Don’t Speak English Starter Kit for Elementary 
Teachers. (Oneonta, NY: SUNY Oneonta, 1992).  Eric.ed.gov/?id-ED356929  Viewed 6/10/2016; Irby, 
George, et al.  Help! They Don’t Speak English Starter Kit for Primary Teachers. (Oneonta, NY: SUNY 
Oneonta, 1991). Eric.ed.gov/?id=ED347024 Viewed 6/10/2016. 
2. Dorilla Boudreau Bessette. “Bessette Family History” French Heritage notebooks. Hardwick 
Historical Society. 
3.“Raining cats and dogs.”  Really?
4.In 1912 Louisiana law forbade Cajun children’s speaking French anywhere at school; in 1921 the 
Louisiana Constitution was changed to incorporate the requirement. Those who disobeyed received 
punishment. “Language,” Acadian-Cajun Genealogy & History. www.acadian-cajun.com/clang.htm  
Viewed 3/12/2017.
5.“Obituaries,” The Hardwick Gazette, April 27, 2016; p. 5
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tHe comiNg of world war i

On April 5, 1917, the Hardwick Gazette reported the Congressional 
resolution to declare war on Germany, thus entering the US into 
World War I. The War started in Europe in 1914. Below I  provide a 
sketchy outline of the causes, and I leave it to readers to pursue deeper 
understanding. 

19th century Europe boiled over with economic, social and political  
upheaval caused by 1) the spread of industrialization, 2) the disparity 
of wealth and power industrialization created, 3) new political and 
sociological ideologies that arose out of the industrial revolution, 4) 
the political unification of related but historically independent nation-
states in Germany and Italy, and 5) the raised consciousness of ethnic 
and linguistic divisions that appeared when the unification within 
Germany and Italy forced previously-independent communities of 
people to think of themselves as part of a larger group without having 
had any say in the matter. The tensions expressed themselves in a 
series of wars, beginning with the French Revolution, 1792-1799, 
the Napoleonic Wars, 1799-1815, a series of small revolutions, 1830-
1832, the multiple revolutions of 1848, the Crimean War, 1854-1856, 
the Italian War, 1859, and Bismarck’s Wars, 1867-1870. 

“After 1870, Europe lived in repressed fear of itself. The great 
questions of the mid-century had been settled by force. The German 
Empire was only the strongest and most obvious of the new [armed 
forces]....Never had the European states maintained such huge armies 
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Wolcott Street, Hardwick Vermont

A 1918 poster created by Henry Raleigh for the  

United States Food Administration
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in peacetime as at the beginning of the twentieth century. One, two, 
or even three years of compulsory military service for all young men 
became the rule. In 1914 each of the Continental Great Powers [Great 
Britain, France, Germany, Austro-Hungary, and Russia] had not only 
a huge standing army, but millions of trained reserves among the 
civilian population. Few people wanted war... but all took it for granted 
that war would come some day. In the last years before 1914, the idea 
that war was bound to break out sooner or later probably made some 
statesmen, in some countries, more willing to unleash it.” 1 

A bewildering entanglement of open and secret alliances strained 
by a series of diplomatic crises over the Balkan states (where 
southeastern Europe met the Ottoman Empire in Turkey and the 
Middle East) came to a head when a Bosnian nationalist assassinated 
the heir to the Austrian throne in June of 1914. The alliances pulled 
everyone into two camps – those supporting Germany and its allies, 
and those supporting Britain and France and their allies. By the end 
of August, 1914, all of Europe and much of the Middle East had 
gone to war. 2 

The war in Europe fairly quickly settled into a state of stalemated 
trench fighting, and President Woodrow Wilson insisted on American 
neutrality in the face of the war’s unimaginable slaughter. However, 
35% of this nation’s population came from a foreign country or  
had one or both parents from a foreign country, and the ties to  
‘home’ didn’t just evaporate. Of that 35%, 39% had ties to the 
British allies, and 34%, to the German allies. So, despite Wilson’s 

White Water Gallery
5 River Street, East Hardwick, Vt. 05836. 

Showcasing local artists.
Proceeds donated to Jeudevine Library, NEK arts and 

Grace Program. 
Supporting our creative community.

Open Sundays 11-3, Memorial Day - Labor Day
www.whitewatergallery.blogspot.com • 563-2037
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strict neutrality,  “intense 
bitterness developed between 
the [British and German] 
sympathizers”3 in the United 
States. As the war dragged 
on, American sympathies 
generally came to support  
the British, despite the 
two earlier wars we had 
fought with her, and  
the French, remembering 
the French aid during  
the American Revolution. 
Further, “by 1914, the 
American people had come 
to regard German militarism, 
navalism, imperialism, 
and commercialism as an 
international menace” and 
sympathy grew for the victims 
of the brutality of German 
conquests, especially as 

presented by British propaganda writers. When the country finally 
joined the war, American sentiments were “probably more anti-
German than pro-British.”4  German submarine attacks on American 
shipping, both passenger and commercial, tipped the balance. On 
April 6, 1917, the United States declared war on Germany. 

Hardwick’s population, with its Yankee roots, its overwhelming 
proportion of immigrant granite workers from English-speaking 
countries, and its swelling French Canadian population, would 
likely have felt little conflict about Wilson’s decision to side with 
the British and French. 

Elizabeth H. Dow
 1. R.R. Palmer and Joel Colton, A History of the Modern World, 2nd ed. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1963); 661.
2. “Timeline of World War I.” Wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_World_War_I. Viewed 2/20/2017. 
3. Thomas A. Bailey, A Diplomatic History of the American People, 6th ed. Appleton-Century-Crofts, 
1958), 564.
4. Ibid., p. 565.

A 1917 poster by Albert Sterner, a 

British-American artist who was liv-

ing in Paris when WWI broke out.
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do you recogNize tHis House?

 The HHS has a collection of photographs, taken about 1925, 
that show houses in the Hardwick area. Picture guru Lorraine 
Hussey has identified most of them, but we have 15 that she cannot 
identify. If you recognize either house, call Lorraine Hussey at 
472-5903

 As you study the two pictures published here, remember 
that they record reality from more than 90 years ago. Details or 
major portions of the houses may have undergone renovations, 
so look for unique details, or for the house’s location within 
a neighborhood – which may also have changed. Ignore most 
vegetation;  small trees have grown, and large trees may have 
disappeared. Enjoy the challenge.

House 1

House 2
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The 
Village 

Restaurant
Home Cooking at Its Best...

74 South Main Street • Hardwick, Vt 05843

802-472-5701

activity rePort for caleNdar year 2016

Every year we send a report of our activities to the Town Clerk 
for inclusion in the Town of Hardwick Annual Report. Since many 
of you do not receive that Report, we have reprinted a longer 
version here. 

Personnel:
Except when the occasional guest speaker receives a token 

payment, nobody receives any money for any of the work the 
HHS does. We logged 750 hours of volunteer labor at the Depot 
over the year. Since the logged hours do not include extensive 
work volunteers did at home or in outside venues – the treasurer 
paying bills and keeping accounts, the publications committee 
preparing the quarterly Journal, etc. –  that number vastly under-
represents the amount of work volunteers have contributed to 
make Hardwick’s history accessible to the public. Lorraine Hussey 
responded to 20 researchers who asked for information and/or 
images. Their questions came from as close to home as Hardwick, 
Greensboro and Woodbury and as far away as Rhode Island, 
Florida, and Michigan.  Others who contacted her had materials 
to donate. All of these contacts represent time not logged at the 
Depot. 

What is volunteer time worth? A group called Independent 
Sector monitors the activities of non-profit organizations all over 
the country and reports that the value of volunteer time in Vermont 
in 2015 averaged $22.79 per hour (Washington, DC volunteer 
time averaged $38.77/hr. while Arkansas averaged $19.14 with 
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a national average of $23.56), meaning that volunteer time at the 
HHS has a value of at least $17,000. Even if we ascribe only last 
year’s  minimum wage, $9.60, to our volunteer hours, they add 
up to $7200. Everyone with a connection to Hardwick and its 
heritage can be grateful for the volunteers’ dedicated commitment 
to the care and feeding of the community’s history. Thank you, 
volunteers: Lorraine Hussey, Susan Earle, Lorraine Hill, Carmeline 
Williams, Elaine Gendron, Bill Bird, Janet Slayton, Linda Mae 
Clow, Mary Brochu, Taylor Meyer, Ken Williams, Colleen 
Currier, Diane Tanguay, Rod Clow, Karen Gates, Taylor Gates, 
Mario Fradette, Mary Janes Fradette, Diane Demers, and Abigail 
DesGrossielliers.

Building: 
The Depot has three sections. The eastern end, the museum 

area, received most of the interior attention during the 2001-
2004 renovation, leaving the middle and western section largely 
untouched. In 2012, the HHS updated the middle section, but, 
because of the high cost, did not fix the windows which the early 
renovation merely filled in with wonderful art by Hardwick’s 
Nancy Schade. For the second time we applied for $7500 from 
the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation, a unit of the 
Vermont Agency of Commerce & Community Development, 
which supports “the continued use of our historical assets, and the 
integration of our history into our future planning and growth, job 
creation and communities’ culture.”2  We learned in early January 
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of 2017 that the Division had received 48 competing  applications, 
and funded only 15. Again, we did not receive funding. We may try 
again next year, or we may try to raise the money ourselves. 

Since we renovated the middle room in 2012, we have found 
it increasingly popular as a meeting place. The Daughters of 
the American Revolution for this region held a meeting there in 
June, 2016, the Craftsbury Chamber Players use it for their after-
concert receptions, and the Jeudevine Library used it to hold a 
public lecture in connection with the “Vermont Reads” program 
it participated in. The space comfortably accommodates 25-30 
people.  

Collections: 
For the past year we have focused on setting up a collection 

of resources called Vertical Files. Each file, housed in archival 
folders, contains a variety of materials – news clippings, individual 
documents, booklets, etc. – on a single topic or institution. It 
provides us with a way to collect and preserve important odds and 
ends so researchers can use them in the future. For example, if 
you want to know about the Grange, or the 1927 flood, or Alden 
Jeudevine, or cookbooks various Hardwick women’s groups have 
compiled, we have vertical files you might find useful.

The HHS has a significant, though incomplete, run of 
Hardwick Gazettes from 1899 through 2016. Those between 1899 
and 1955 are bound as are most between 2007 and 2016; the rest 
are not. Volunteers Carmeline Williams, Elaine Gendron, Diane 

!
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Tanguay, and Colleen Currier spent many hours over the past 
summer organizing the unbound newspapers into large archival 
folders and boxes, making them easy to find and use. 

The HHS acquired a collection of nearly 70 trophies honoring 
a wide variety of athletic accomplishments by Hardwick Academy 
teams and assorted other community groups and events. Volunteers 
Abigail DesGrossielliers, Colleen Currier, and Diane Tanguay have 
created an inventory of the trophies for our permanent records. 

We want to acquire more Hazen Union materials for the 
collection. Because the founders of the HHS had deep roots in the 
old Hardwick Academy, we have a rich collection of HA materials, 
from publications to sports trophies, but we have very little related 
to Hazen.  You early Hazen graduates have reached the age of 
down-sizing; if you are looking to get rid of some of your HU 
memorabilia or documentation, please let us know. 

Membership:
Membership has held steady this year at about 325 members. 

Not a member? We would love to add your name to the roster.  
Visitors: 
The HHS opened the Depot to the public every Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoons between 1:00 and 4:00 from early May this 
year through late October. We open our doors during special 
events, such as Spring Festival and the Crafts Fair, throughout 
the year. Further, we welcome guests, by appointment, at other 
times. Our guest book shows we had 188 visitors in 2016. Because 
many people do not sign the guest book, we estimate that number 
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represents only 60-75% of the people who came to visit. Visitors 
from as near as Hardwick village and as far as Florida and 
Michigan came for a variety of reasons – including graduate level 
research, historical research for work-related projects, genealogical 
research, satisfying curiosity, and school assignments. All 
expressed gratitude for what they found. 

Presentations:
The HHS Exhibits Committee has developed several displays 

that present Hardwick history on the walls of the Depot. We have 
some permanent displays, but we also have some that change 
routinely. The most recent depicts medical practices in Hardwick. 

At our early-June annual meeting, Elizabeth Dow did a 
presentation on the history of the parallel development of 
electricity and the granite industry in Hardwick. 

Also, in June, we took a presentation developed by Lorraine 
Hussey and Mary Brochu to the Vermont History Expo at the 
Tunbridge Fairgrounds. The Expo theme focused on The “Power 
of Water in Vermont’s History,” and the HHS exhibit showed the 
destructive power of water in Hardwick with pictures of the 1964 
flood which took out the West Church Street bridge, the 1973 
flood which dumped the Hardwick Motel into the Lamoille River, 
and the 1981 flood which deposited ice everywhere. The display 
showed the restorative power of water by featuring the Haynesville 
sprimgs and Camp Kohagon. We’ve hung the display at the Depot 
where it will stay through the summer of 2017.

For our fall general membership meeting in October, Dr. 
Carrie Brown presented a program on Rosie’s Mom: Forgotten 

Hay’s Service Station, Inc.
Phone: 802-472-5922

Mill Street
P.O. Box 432

Hardwick, VT 05843
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802-472-9100 • Fax 866-450-9747
novt@pdr-usa.net

pauldavisrestorationvermont.com

404 Wolcott Street • Hardwick, VT 05843

 
Hardick Village Market 

75 Mill Street 
Hardwick, VT  05843 

(802) 472-6677 
www.hardwickvillagemarket.com 

Pam & Guy Trag, Owners 

Hardwick Village Market

Women of the First World War in which she traced the use of 
women in factories producing war materiel for World War I. The 
HHS received grateful support for this program from the Vermont 
Humanities Council.

School-based activities:
Again this year, the HHS provided materials and support for 

Hardwick Elementary School teacher Caroline Aiossa’s summer-
school program for 4th and 5th graders. She used the study of 
local historical buildings as a way to improve her students’ basic 
academic skills and to understand the community they live in or 
near. Her students learned to use maps to locate buildings, and 
old photos to observe how they have changed over time. They 
wrote about what they learned, and they used math to compare and 
contrast the information they gathered about different homes.  

Gail Farr LeBlanc brought her pre-school charges to the Depot 
museum to look at our collection. They left fascinated with all the 
old tools and toys they had never seen before. 

In early September, Elizabeth Dow spoke to the combined 
7th and 8th graders at Hazen Union. She used HHS maps and 
photos to give those students an overview of the development 
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Brenda Menard, Broker
Anita Lamotte, Sales Associate

163 Wolcott Street, Hardwick, VT
(802) 472-3338   choicevt@gmail.com

www.ChoiceRealEstateVT.com

         

of Hardwick village. Her presentation provided context for their 
subsequent study of communities around the world and throughout 
time. Knowing about their home community gave them a model 
for comparing other communities.  Later, the students visited the 
museum as part of their math studies. 

Publications and Additional Events:
The HHS publishes a journal four times yearly; each member 

receives a copy as a benefit of membership. The Journal includes 
articles as wide-ranging as a story on Hardwick’s role in the 
1942 scrap drive to support the war effort during World War II to 
the migration of French Canadians into the Hardwick area. We 
warmly invite articles and manuscripts from people who have 
stories to tell about Hardwick’s history. 

Again this year we had a table on Main Street during the “First 

East Hardwick Gets a By-Pass, c. 1952
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Friday” celebrations in Hardwick village. We were pleased with 
the interest expressed in the HHS. Many joined on the spot. 

Finances: 
In 2015, the HHS had a cash budget of $9,500, including a 

voted appropriation of $3,000 at the 2015 Town Meeting. The rest 
of the money came from memberships, advertising in the Journal, 
assorted donations, the St. Patrick’s Day dinner, sales of cards, 
sales of back issues of the Journal, and bottle redemptions at All 
Metals’ transfer station. These totaled $1,500.  In addition to cash 
donations, the HHS received approximately $3,300 in donated 
archival supplies and materials in 2016. So, if we add the cash 
budget to the value of donated goods and services, we see that the 
Historical Society costs nearly $14,300 in actual expenditures to 
keep active. Please note, however, that the value of the time our 
volunteers give us exceeds the cash budget. We’re very grateful for 
the generous support we receive from the community.

Our History:
The Hardwick Historical Society (HHS) came into being 

in the 1970s, led by Margaret Speir, a retired Hardwick school 
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teacher. She set about collecting historical documentation about 
the town, especially pictures. Through the 1990s the HHS matured. 
It became a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and acquired use of the 
town-owned 19th century railroad depot, restoring it between 2001 
and 2004.  At the completion of the renovations, the Society moved its 
collections into The Depot. At the same time the Town moved its Civil 
War Museum, complete with 1912-era display cases, to The Depot so 
the museum room in the Memorial Building could become offices. 
With the death of Margaret Speir in 2006, the Society completed 
moving to the Depot the collections she had stored in her private 
home. 

Today the HHS follows its mission of preserving, explaining, 
and helping others discover the history of the Town of Hardwick and 
its people. To achieve its mission, it keeps a collection of historical 
records, photographs, publications, ephemera, and artifacts that 
document the history of Hardwick. The paper collection  is especially 
strong in reflecting the life of the Village of Hardwick since the late 
19th century, including records from the granite industry and ancillary 
businesses that dominated the community’s economy during the first 
half of the 20th century. The artifact collection documents many of the 
businesses in Hardwick over the 20th century. Its biggest collection of 
artifacts documents the activities at Hardwick Academy. 

Before you clean out your attic/basement/closets/garage of all that 
old stuff, please give me or Lorraine Hussey a call (472-6424 or 472-
5903). You may have just what we need to continue our mission.

Elizabeth H. Dow, President

John des Groseilliers

802.472.5334
Hardwick, Vermont
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