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In 2008, Tom Dunn, then President of the Hardwick His-
torical Society (HHS), single-handedly wrote and edited The 
Hardwick Historical Society Journal. In 2011, after he had 
published Volume 3, Issue 3, Tom’s health gave out. Despite 
his best efforts and intentions, he could not finish the four-
issue volume. 

Over the summer of 2013, the Publications Committee of 
the Board of Trustees of the HHS, offered to revive the HHS 
Journal, and Tom gave us his blessing. You hold in your 
hand, our first effort. We have designated this issue Volume 
3, Issue 4, to complete Tom’s work.  In 2014, we will publish  
Volume 4, and we expect to go on from there. 

We deeply appreciate the patience of the membership and 
our advertisers.  Especially our advertisers. They paid for 
ads they have had to wait nearly two years to see, and not 
once did any of them complain about that.  Please show your 
appreciation by using their services and mentioning that you 
saw their ad in the HHS Journal. 

Please also have patience with us as we, a committee, fig-
ure out how to do what Tom did so well by himself.  We as-
pire to live up to his standard.

The HHS Publications Committee

Back again

Officers:  Elwyn J. (Bobsy) Daniels, President; Bill Hill, Vice President; 
Elizabeth Dow, Secretary; Susan Earle, Treasurer
Trustees: Michael Carr, Linda Clow, Victor Densmore, Erik Gann, 
Bertha Hooper, Debbie Montgomery LaCasse, Mary Piper, Mary Lou Wood

P.O. Box 177 • Hardwick, Vt  05843 
Contact: Lorraine Hussey

802.472.5903

The Hardwick Historical Society
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A quick perusal of back issues of the Hardwick Gazette 
and local high school yearbooks and one can easily establish 
that recreation and sports of all descriptions have played a 
vital role in our community for years; important enough to 
be well documented in local press and private collections. A 
soccer fact not well known: On Saturday, October 1, 1932, 
the first interscholastic soccer game of its kind ever played 
in the state of Vermont, was played at Hardwick Academy! 
Hardwick defeated St. Johnsbury 1-0!

Soccer aside; for over 100 years now basketball seems to 
have survived all the necessary field testing and one could 
argue has consistently proven to be the one sport with abun-
dant community and student support. It is a fixture!

A brief review of its rudimentary history could start on Novem-
ber 7, 1907, when the Gazette reported that through the kind-
ness of Mr. Frank 
Taylor, the K.K.K. 
boys have secured 
the use of the old 
polishing mill being 
rebuilt.  The upper 
story is to be a gym-
nasium.  It is also 
the largest floor in 
town for basketball.

Two years later 
on October 7, 1909 
the Hardwick Ath-
letic Association 
was formed and soon after that a Gymnasium Committee 
meeting was held.  There are plans and repairs to be made 
on the hall located in the old Frank Taylor polishing mill.  
The finished product will be 15’ high – 36’ wide – 70’ long. 
It should be noted that no seating was available on the gym 
itself other than benches for the players.  Fans sat in the 
balcony above the gym and seating capacity was a minimum; 
almost ensuring sold out games.

On January 6, 1910 an association, constitution and dues 

introduction

Hardwick Athletic Association  

basketball players, c. 1910
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were established along with the signing of a lease and pay-
ment to Mr. Taylor.  A week later on January 13, 1910 the 
Hardwick Athletic Association announced they will have a 
housewarming Friday night (January 14) for the new gym.  
The Gazette mentioned that Mr. Taylor has already spent 
$1200.  on the renovations.

This gym, which decades later became know as “Jim’s Gym”,  
was in use from 1910 until the new Hardwick gym was built 
near Hardwick Academy in 1940.  Through the decades in 
addition to basketball this gym served many purposes from 
gussied-up Proms to roller skating to the National Guard. 

Finally in 1939 the citizens of Hardwick moved into the 
big leagues and created what would become one of the best 
gymnasiums in the state of Vermont. 

I had the good fortune to have played in this gym for 6 
years, 4 of those 6 as a member of the Hardwick Academy 
Terriers.  During that time we traveled throughout the state 
and played in dozens of gyms but there was always some-
thing special about “the gym” that went beyond home court 
familiarity.  Visiting teams loved playing here, fans loved the 
ambience and after each game we all left with the sense of 
having just played or watched Basketball…with a capital B!  

This is the story of “the Gym”.

 Tom Dunn

Denise Stuart
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Family or Business listing


Brochu Citgo Service ~ 47 Mill St, Hardwick • 472-8282


Greensboro Garage ~ 281 VT Rt 15 West, Hardwick • 472-6555



Below is an account of the events around the building of the 
Hardwick Academy Gymnasium, Auditorium, and Class Room 
Building that Tom Dunn drew from the Anna Spaulding collec-
tion of documents on Hardwick history. It was further edited by 
Elizabeth H. Dow. 

More than 500 people from in and around Hardwick attended the 
dedication of the new Hardwick Academy Gymnasium and class-
room building on the evening of Friday, October 25, 1940. People 
filled the 400 available chairs, and as many as 100 students and oth-
ers stood up at the back and along the sides of the fine new hall. 

Hardwick Academy, built in 1892, lacked a suitable gymnasi-
um for competitive athletics. In the latter part of October, 1909, 
the Hardwick Athletic Association (HAA), with J. 0. LaJoy, John 
R. Stewart and P. A. Shattuck, president, treasurer and secretary 

Hardwick academy gymnasium, 
auditorium, and class room
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From the Hardwickian,1959 Basketball team in the Gym. Coach B. Wilson, 
Manager P. MacArthur, C. Farland, W. Ainsworth, G. Farr, K. Stone, B. 

Densmore, S. Ainsworth, A. Renaud, D. Moulton, J. Barcomb, R. Baillargeon

respectively, with other interested, undertook to raise a sufficient 
sum of money in order to guarantee Frank T. Taylor, who owned an 
old polishing mill just across the river from the sawmill, so that it 
could be used for gymnasium and athletic purposes, especially for 
the playing of that popular winter indoor sport or basketball. They 
raised money to remodel, repair, and renovate the building which 
served for 30 years as a community hall and athletic building for 
sports, for dances and other social activities. 

Initially the HAA installed considerable gymnasium equipment, 
but with the gain in popularity of basketball the equipment gradu-
ally went out of use and basketball and dances were the main fi-
nancial support of the gymnasium. The first winter of basketball 
sponsored by the HAA netted $975.00, and the hall’s seating proved 
inadequate even then, when as many as 500 people crowded into 
every inch of available space. During some games, in addition to 
the balcony seats, there were two rows of seats around the playing 
space. As basketball became more popular, the old gym gradually 
outgrew its usefulness for that purpose, and in the late 1930s, the 
Hardwick Academy and Graded School District, began to discuss 
ways and means and advisability of erecting a new building to in-
clude house a gymnasium and vocational class and trade rooms to 
comply with the demands of the State Board or Education.  

In March, 1940, at a special meeting, the District voted to erect 
a building at a cost not to exceed $25,000.00, to be funded by a 
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bond issue. The school trustees engaged the firm of Wells, Hud-
son & Granger, architects, of Hanover, N. H., to draw up plans and 
specifications for the building, following very closely the plans for 
a similar building for the Waterbury, Vt., high school. This firm of 
architects have recently completed plans for several like structures 
in Vermont and in other states throughout New England. 

The Cummings Construction Company of Woodsville, N. H., won 
the bid. The construction company began work about June 15, al-
though the large trees on the site had been taken down just before 
school closed. The excavating for the cellar was done in one day 
with one of the Lambert & George’s large steam shovels and other 
dirt removing equipment. 

Nearly all the lumber for the building except such pieces as they 
could not furnish was obtained through the local firm of Beede 
Bros., and considerable local help was employed throughout the 
completion of the building. 

The entire building was 110 feet long and 60 feet wide, with an 
especially well lighted basement, with both natural light and electric 
lights. The building was one and a half story high, not including 
the commodious basement. Entering the ground floor, by way of 
a wide front outside steps, one found himself in a large front lobby 
with two doors opening into the main auditorium. To both right and 
left are wide stairways leading to the basement, one for ladies and 
the other for gents, led to toilets, excellent shower rooms, coaches 
rooms, both for boys and girls and rooms for visiting athletic teams. 

M&A Enterprises, Ltd.
Dick & Louise Anair

D/B/A D&L Beverage & Deli
Mobil Gas & Diesel • Deli

802-472-6882
Rt. 16 E. Hardwick
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John des Groseilliers

Also in the basement were two large class rooms, one for agriculture 
and the other for trade or manual training classes. A dining room 
for up to 200 people also existed in the well lighted basement, for 
when occasion arose. There are plenty of places for coats with wrap 
hangers, a spacious corridor well lighted and heated and where the 
men and women can indulge in a smoke, with floor receptacles pro-
vided for the throwing of cigarettes or cigars and other waste. 

At the east end of the basement, was the small rooms containing 
latest style of heating systems, installed by the Sam Daniels Mfg. Co. 
Inc., of Hardwick. The heating plant was of much interest to all who 
attended the dedication exercises. There were also the fuel rooms, 
and other necessary small rooms for the use of the janitor, etc. 

Going back upstairs to the ground floor, we enter the large audi-
torium. This room was 84 by 58 feet, which allowed for an almost 
regulation basketball court, 74 by 42 feet, proclaimed by visiting 
basketball teams, both school and tournament teams, to be one 
of the best it was ever their privilege to play on. Alongside the bas-
ketball court there was ample space for the bleacher seats, which 
seated 220 people on each side. This number, with the addition of 
400 chairs, when necessary for use of entertainments gives the hall, 
gave it a seating capacity of nearly 900.  The east end of the large hall 
had a 6 feet deep stage. If occasion demanded, it could seat enough 
more to bring the seating capacity of the hall up to 1000. The stage 
was equipped with the latest of modernized lighting systems, with 
disappearing footlights. The entire hall was as well lighted as in day-
time, although the lights could be dimmed as needed. The hall is 
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19’ 8” high in the center and 17’ high at the sides. 
The entire interior walls and ceiling were of celotex material, all 

paneled and very attractive. The sheathing was dark-stained pine. 
The roof was made of asphalt shingles and the entire building was 
clapboarded, making it unusually attractive. 

At the dedication ceremony, seated on the stage were Mrs. Bernice 
Davis, Freeman J. Houghton, and Wm. M. Robb, the Trustees of 
the District, Oscar L. Shepard, master of ceremonies, Principal Irwin 
H. Hoxie, school supervisor, George H. Jenkins, Alfred T. Granger, 
of the firm of Architects furnishing plans for the building, and Carl 
Batchelder of Montpelier, deputy state educational commissioner.

 Prior to the opening ceremonies, Miss Yola Tamburri, and her 
uniformed band, seated in the right hand part of the hall as you 
enter, played several popular selections, and stamped this group of 
band musicians as a real asset to the community and an organiza-
tion that would be available for various public entertainments.  

After brief introductory remarks, including congratulations to the 
board of school trustees for their far-sightedness and courage to 
go ahead with the construction of this edifice after the vote was 
taken to erect such a building, Oscar Shepard introduced Alfred 
T. Granger, who presented the key of the building to Freeman J. 
Houghton, who accepted it on behalf of the school trustees. Mr. 
Granger made a most favorable impression in his remarks, stating 

Bars protected the windows from flying basketballs. 1959 Band. 1st row: 
D. Clark, S. Holcomb, S. LaViolette, C. Tremblay, S. Houston, L. Bacon, 
A. Rowell, P. Fletcher, G. Chainay, B. Lingenfelter, O. Carr. 2nd row: K. 
Kinney, M. Moran, B. Howard, H. Rochester, S. Eastman, S. Slayton, B. 
Emery, E. Marckres, S. Speir, B. Howard, J. Thompson. 3rd  row: S. Kin-

ney, A. Hutchinson, S. Slayton, R. Chainay, D. Hale, D. Symonds, D. Clow, 
J. LeCours, S. Holt. 
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in particular the hearty and harmonious co-operation his firm had 
received in working with the school trustees in the carrying out of 
the plans, congratulating the voters on their courage in voting the 
necessary money for this purpose, and the construction company 
in its efforts to bring about the completion of the building in the 
rather short time set for the opening, as well as its co-operation with 
the building committee in cutting out certain things in the contract 
so that the building could come to its completion and still be kept 
within the amount voted, and that the structure had assumed its 
present proportions was due to the harmony with which the archi-
tects, the construction company and the trustees had enjoyed in 
watching the building grow. 

Interspersed with the addresses, were two vocal solos, with Mrs. 
Gladys Hooper and Mrs. Joanna Lyford, with Mrs. Florence Lane 
at the piano, one of which selections included Miss Tamburri, violin 
accompanist. Miss Tamburri also favored with a violin solo with Mrs. 
Lane as accompanist. All of these numbers were listened to with rapt 
attention, many wondering just how the voices as well as the musi-
cal instruments would sound in the exceptionally large auditorium. 
That all were well pleased was manifested by the hearty applause. 

They keynote speaker of the evening was then next introduced, 
Deputy Commissioner of Education, Carl J. Batchelder, who first 
paid a real tribute to the late Guy W. Bailey, president of the Uni-
versity of Vermont for the past 20 years, and whose funeral services 
he had attended that same afternoon. He stated that Mr. Bailey was 
a Hardwick boy, having been born in this town in the little hamlet 
at Mackville. The speaker then proceeded to state why he was so 
pleased and considered it an honor and privilege to have been in-
vited to be the guest speaker for the evening, saying that about 15 
years or so ago, he had been present at a basketball tournament 
held in the University or Vermont gymnasium in Burlington, it hav-
ing been a state school tournament, and he saw the team from 
Hardwick Academy play teams from far larger schools, and which 
came within an ace of winning; he also told how, after seeing that 
team from a small town and a small school play that whenever he 
could and had to be in or near Hardwick especially on a night that 
Hardwick Academy was playing, he planned to take in the game; 
how, he remembers being directed to the old gym, climbing a flight 
or two or stairs to get into the hall and get a seat or stand up, and 
then after the game going down an iron fire escape, so Hardwick 
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and its school held an especial interest in his heart. He praised the 
community for its progressive step towards providing a place for 
physical recreation for its “boys and girls of to-day and tomorrow.” 

He explained and outlined the changes in the state and town 
educational systems during the past few years, all of which was of 
much interest to his audience. He was a very deliberate speaker 
and his words carried to the farthest parts of the hall. He was 
given a real compliment at the close of his address by a liberal 
round of applause. 

This brought to a close, as far as the program of dedication was 
concerned, a very happy evening. The master of ceremonies then 
informed the audience that it was free and invited them to inspect 
the building throughout, and that soft drinks and wafers would be 
served to those who wished, after which the new floor was given a 
very thorough tryout for dancing, and with Barr’s orchestra fur-
nishing the latest in dance music, a large crowd enjoyed initiating 
the new dancing space. 

Thus, was the new $25,900.00 community building, informally, 
officially and fittingly dedicated for use from now on. 

Among those present from out of town at the dedication cere-
monies was Miss Jean Simpson of Craftsbury, students from the 
Academy in that town, and other teachers from various towns.

“Pop” Barr, Harold Batchelder, Waldo Bemis, Huntress Clark, Bill Robb 
played at the dedication
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Tulip Festival Ball, 1957: The auditorium is all dressed up for a ball.

Hay’s Service Station, Inc.
Phone: 802-472-5922

Mill Street
P.O. Box 432

Hardwick, VT 05843

All Metal Recycling Inc
211 Rt 15W, Hardwick

802-472-5100

The Merchants Bank 
Hardwick Office  ~ 84 VT Route 15 Hardwick, VT
Phone: (802) 472-6556  ~ Fax: (802) 472-8350 

Merchants Bank is a full-service, commercial bank offering a complete  
range of retail and commercial services to businesses. 

Patricia Lemay, Branch President
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Feb. 19, 1959.

Fire in 1959
On Tuesday afternoon, February 19, 1959,  the Hardwick Acad-

emy Auditorium was completely destroyed by fire.  Coach Bryce 
Wilson of the H.A. faculty noticed the smoke as the entered the 
building shortly after 2:00 p.m., to prepare for the play-off bas-
ketball game that evening and he summoned the janitor, Perley 
Gifford, and a call was put in to the fire department. The fire was 
believed to have started near or in the furnace room.  Town of-
ficials set the cost of the fire between $50,000 and $75,000.

Hardwick schools were closed for a week as school officials 
planned how to work without the classrooms and other facilities 
the building contained. 

The Auditorium and Gymnasium had served an entire genera-
tion as a place of sport, entertainment, and ceremony. The town 
felt its loss keenly. The 1959 Hardwickian, the school yearbook, 
dedicated a page to its image for which an unidentified student 
wrote the following:

In MeMory of a frIend

During our senior year we lost a loyal, steadfast companion. 
Our gymnasium, destroyed by the ugly tongues of fire, had long 
been a dear friend. We bear our loss with sadness, and we will al-
ways remember the many happy hours that we shared beneath 
her lofty arches. Cherished, too, will be the memories of her open 
arms in time of need. In our minds she will remain a proud sym-
bol of young and old, of joy and sorrow, of triumph and defeat, of 
kings and queens. 
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Hardwick History on tHe weB

The World Wide Web has become a ubiquitous presence in 
our lives. In this new column, we will feature ways that we can 
stay in touch with the history of Hardwick by using the Web.

Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hardwick,_Ver-
mont presents a very abbreviated description of the history 
and geography of the Hardwick area, including basic statis-
tical information. It contains some factual errors, however. 
The town of Hardwick no longer contains the incorporated 
village of Hardwick; the Town and Village merged in 1989. 

The Town of Hardwick has a website to “gather useful re-
sources (local links, contact information, ordinances, forms, 
reports, meeting minutes, etc.), and to provide information 
about Hardwick to people planning to visit or move to Hard-
wick.”  It includes a brief history of the town < http://hard-
wickvt.org/culture/town-history.html >.  

The USGenWeb project has a page on Hardwick de-
signed for genealogists < http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.
com/~vtcbarne/hardwick.htm >. The project managers do 
not present original material, preferring to pull together lots 
of information from other sites. 

The site includes information about Hardwick found in 
Hamilton Child’s Gazetteer of Caledonia and Essex Counties, 
Vt 1764-1887, service statistics on men from Hardwick who 
fought in the “War of Rebellion” (American Civil War), and a 
listing of the businessmen in town, also from Child’s Gazet-
teer of Caledonia and Essex Counties, Vt 1764-1887.  Further 
down the page, this site has links to the US Census for 1790 
through 1820, followed by links to general information on 
Hardwick’s schools of the past and Hardwick’s cemetaries.

The University of Vermont’s Landscape Change project, 
based in the Geology Department, has created a database 
of over 70,000 images of Vermont places, including 169 of 
Hardwick < http://www.uvm.edu/landscape/menu.php >. 
It provides several ways to search and sort the images, so be 
prepared to spend some time learning how to use the site. I 
found that the Map/Keyword Search provided the most ac-
curate results.  

       Elizabeth H. Dow
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oBituary

Peggy Lanphear 

Aug 7, 1930- July 21, 2013
Beulah M. (Peggy) Lanphear 

was the daughter of Curtis Hood 
& Lemyra Farrand. She married 
Alfred Lawrence Lanphear on  
26 Aug 1947 at Hardwick, VT. 
They raised their family on the 
Houston Hill Dairy Farm in 
Hardwick, which she considered 
the happiest time of her life.

Peggy served on the Board 
of Trustees of the Hardwick  
Historical Society for 7 years, 
during which time she served  
as a docent at the Depot and 
helped visitors understand the 
collections  nearly every week 
the Depot was open. Since she was a quiet person, that service 
amounted to a weekly act of loyalty and courage. 

She is survived by three children: Stanley “Getch” Lanphear, 
Kevin Lanphear and Lorelie “Lori” Weaver; six grandchildren and 
six great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased by her husband Alfred Lanphear  
on 3 Aug 2012; a granddaughter Amy Lynn Weaver; and three 
siblings, Ruth Massey, Louis Hood and Wendell Hood.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on 26 July 2013 at 
St. Norbert’s Church in Hardwick, with burial in the family plot 
in the Sanborn Cemetery. 

We will miss her. 
†
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